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DEDICATION. 


O the Good and Great, the 
Impartial and Unprejudic'd; 
this NARRATIVE 1s moſt humbly 
ſubmitted, 
By their moſt Dutiful, 
Obedient, and Diſireſs'd 


Humble Servant, 


\ SIMON MasoN. 


_—_— — 


HA in my firſt Propoſals, an- 
SR ncx'd this Narrative to my practi- 
— I cal Obſervations, with an Intention 
. > Tres to make them both one Book; but 

(lat the Requeſt of my ever eſteem'd 
Friend, the Reyd. Mr. William Gueſt,) Dr. Corn- 
wall Falthwell of Stamford, a very learned inge- 
nious Phyſician, and humane Gentleman, read them 
over, whoſe Candour and good Nature, led him to 
ſpeak in commendation of my Undertaking, and at 
the ſame Time He, as alſo did many more nei- 
bouring Gentlemen, adviſe me to print them ſe- 
perately, for theſe two Reaſons; firſt, they were 
of opinion, that when this Account of a diftreſs'd 
unhappy Life, ſhould appear in the World, it 
would fall into ſome: Hands, that might ſhew me 
ſuch Compaſſion as would the better enable me 
to publiſh my medicinal Undertaking, and be a 
Means to obtain me a greater Number of Sub- 

A ſcribers: 
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fſeribers : The ſecond reaſon was, that theſe Works 


together would be too voluminous and expenſive 
tor ſo ſmall a Sb/cription : Therefore I hope 
thoſe few, who have ſubſcrib'd to my firſt Pro- 
poſals, will upon theſe Conſiderations, pardon my 
making two Books of them. This Account of 
the material Occurrences of my Life, I would 


| have gladly been excus'd from publiſhing, but 


found it unavoidable, fince an Enquiry was late- 
ly made by a Gentleman, why' a Man of ap- 
prov'd Knowledge in his Profeſſion, with up- 
Wards of thirty Tears Practice, ſhould be in 
adverſe Circumſtances? Tis not material to tell 
the Reader who the Gentleman is, that made 
this Enquiry, and I muſt beg to be excus'd, 
as it may give offence. In vindication of my- 
ſelf trom the many Aſperſions, and falſe Accu- 
ſations I labour under; confidering the Diſtreſſes 
F am reduc'd to, which ariſe chiefly from Cru- 
elty and Oppreſſion; I ſhould be remiſs in re- 
gard to myſelf, and conduct, as well as the de- 
fire every Man ought to have to Truth and 


Juſtice, was I not to clear up ſome ſuſpicious 


Occurrences in anſwer to this Enquiry ; and 1 
hope the Facts, which I have moſt exactly re- 
preſented, are ſuch, as will prove quite ſatisfac- 
tory to thoſe, who have cenſur d my Conduct, 
and blam'd me without a juſt Cauſe, 

My chief Reaſon for publiſhing this Narratmve 
is, that I may convince the World that if my 
Knowled ge in my Profeſſion- is deficient, my In- 

duſtry 


FT YH WC CHE 6 0 


27 & 


11 

duſtry and Application have not been wanting; 
and that I have done all that I could poſſibly 
do, in my Circumſtances, to maintain myſelf and 
Family, in that ſmall ſphere of Life I am plac'd 
in, with the greateſt Aſſiduity; and if I have not 
ſome Qualifications requiſite to make a Man proſ- 
perous in this World, yet have I endeavour'd to be 
as uſeful as it was in my Power. 

This Work doth conſiſt of all the material Oc- 
currences of my Life, from my Birth to this Day; 
and I ſhall impartially ſtate Facts, as they really 
are, and if I err, by charging any Man wrong- 
fully, or omit relating ſuch Wrongs as I myſelf 
have been guilty of, when either of theſe I am 
accuſed of, I will obviate them to any one. For 
this Reaſon, I think, a Work of this Kind is bet- 
ter to be done during a Man's Life, -than after- 
wards; when Facts may be examin'd into, and 
all Accuſations, Doubts, and Events, (ſeemingly 
irreconcileable,) may be made clear and manifeſt. 

Of all the Sins that are committed in this 
World, (if I may be allow'd ſuch an Expreſſion 
in the Eyes of the Sons of Men) there is none 
comes up to Poverty: & non maximum Cramen, 
maximum malum eſt Paupertas, and this great 
Evil is not one great Sin, but he that is guil- 
ty of this, may be ſaid to be guilty of all. This 
Evil does not only make a Man the greateſt 
Sinner, but he muſt of courſe be the moſt con- 
temptible, deſpicable, inſignificant filly Mortal 
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SS 
upon Earth, as Juvenal expreſſeth it: Nil habet 
infelix Paupertas durius in ſer quam quod 
ridiculos Homines facit. It is thought impoſ- 


ſible to be honeſt, prudent, regular, ſober, and 
skilful in any Profeſſion, if poor; nay ſo extenſi ve 


is this ſame hateful Malignity, that a poor Man 
muſt be a Rogue, a Fool, Irregular, a Drunk- 
ard, unskilful in his Profeſſion, and conſequently 
liable to all Manner of Cenſure and Reproach ; 
unworthy Pity, undeſerving Encouragement, ex- 
pos'd to Inſolence, doom'd to Miſery and Diſtreſs, 
to dragg on an unhappy Life, till Death removes 
him beyond the Malice of human Perſecution. On 
the contrary, a Man endow'd with this world's 
Goods, Riches and Poſſeſſions, according to the 
preſent prevailing Notion, is likewiſe endow'd with 
Honeſty, Wiſdom, Sobriety, Skill in his Profeſſion, 
and all Manner of Virtues, entirely without Faults, 
or if he has any, who can ſee them, or dare 
name them? 

As Riches, inſtead of Charity, now a days, 
cover a Multitude of Sins, ſd Poverty obſcures 
all commendable Qualifications and Endowments : 
and this is not all, for the wiſeſt of the Sons of 
Men, ſays, the Rich has many Friends, but the 
Poor is hated of his Neighbours. There is an 


Odium that attends Poyerty, but Riches gain 


Love, Eſteem, and Adoration. Hard! Often too 


hard is the Fate of ſome Poor, who have been 


born of wealthy Parents, and tenderly brought 
i | up 
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up, never inured to hard Work, or hard Living, 
and who by» unavoidable Accidents are reduc'd 
to great Diſtreſs; ſuch unfortunate Poor as theſe, 
are of all Men moſt miſerable: For what Hard- 


' ſhip can it be to the laborious, who from his 


Infancy was brought up to hard Labour, or to 
ſuch who have always fared hard, and liv'd up- 
on mean courſe Diet, to continue what is not 
only habitual, but natural to them? It can only 
be grievous to ſuch, as I obſerv'd, who fiom an 
Affluence of Fortune, have their Minds, as well 


as Bodies better cultivated, and thereby are made 


more ſenſible of the Miſery of their reduc'd Con- 
dition: This is not all that adds to the unhap- 
pineſs of the already enough Unfortunate, they, 
by the moſt vulgar wicked Train of Plebeians, 
are reproach'd, inſulted, deſpis'd, abuſed and point- 
ed at, as the moſt hateful of all Sorts of Poor; 
they look upon ſuch a Man with Envy and 
Contempt, inſtead of pitying him for being re- 
duc'd to a low, diſtreſs'd Condition; they envy 
him, becauſe his Birth, his Knowledge, with a 
more decent Behaviour, the effect of a more lib- 
eral Education, (whatever his Circumſtances are) 
continue him ſtill, ſomething above them and 


their Cruelties. 


Tis painful to hear ſuch unfortunate Poor ill 
ſpoken of, and ill treated. How bitter is this Re- 
ply from People in higher Life, (where he hopes 
for Regard and Encouragement) yes, the Man is 
allow'd a Man of Knowledge, but he is poor, 

they 


( vi. ) 

they need fay no more, for this comprehends his 
being guilty of every Vin; and wanting in every 

thing commendable. 
Bet ſmce the ſame wiſe Mari fays, a good Name 
is better to be aefrred than great Riches, and 
as I; at this time of Life, ſtand a bad Chance 
for the latter, and the Preference he gives to the 
former doth excite in me an Abhorrence of being 
thought guilty of great Crimes and Impruden- 
ces, as ſuch my preſent Diſtreſſes are principally 
attributed to; as I ſhall: relate, and I hope clear 
up, to the Satisfaction of every impartial good Per- 


| fon; and as for thoſe who doubt the Veracity of 


any Part of my Relation, they may confute it if they 
can, knowing where I Exiſt; (as I can ſcarce be ſaid 
to Live;) for I am ready to ſatisfie every Doubt, 


and anſwer any Objection, and ſubmit the Whole | 
to the Candour of the Good, the Wiſe, and Un- 


prejudic'd. 

In order to remove Surmiſes, Doubts, Miſre- 
preſentations, Cenſure and Blame, and to make 
the Reaſons plain and obvious; I ſhall moſt 
exactly relate all the material Occurrences and 
Tranſactions of my Life, from firſt to laſt, with 
the utmoſt Impartiality and Truth my Memo- 
ry will admit of; and ſhall rather err by ſay- 
ing too little, than treſpaſs by ſay ing too much; 
and I ſhall forbear relating ſome Facts, as were 
they exaſperated, would darken thoſe who have 
by Injuſtice and Cruelty, greatly contributed 
to the many Difficulties and Hardſhips, I have 

ſo 


. 
* 
N 
A 
4 


C- Vit. } 
ſo long ſtruggled with; and ſhould I advance any 
Falſity, in order to excuſe myſelf, and blame 
others, I defire they would in juſtice to them- 
ſelves, and the World, make any ſuch miſre- 
preſentation Appear, and I will publickly acknow- 
ledge my Guilt, and ask Forgivneſs; and I think 
Perſons who write their Lives, and publiſh them 
in their life Time, are more likely to ſtick to 
the Rules of Truth and Juſtice, than thoſe, who 
leave them for others to publiſh, when it is 
neither in their Power to vindicate what they 
have related, or contradict what ſome ill de- 


ſign'd malicious Perſons may falſly ſay, in or- 


der to aſperſe and leſſen the Veracity of ſuch 
a Teſtimonial. 
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SIMON MASON , Apothecary. 


ax O U R Author, Simon Maſon 
VA Rent * | was Born at Great Granſden in 
wel y ' eel [Zuntingdonſbire, in the Year 1701 
rand is Eldeſt ſurviving Son of 
I ORINBY S707 Maſon Eſq; late of Great 
— Granſden aforeſaid, whoſe Anceſ- 
tors have liv'd in the ſame Town poſlſeſs'd of 
a good Eſtate, upwards of three Hundred Years, 
one of the moſt antient Families in that County, 
who originally deſcended from Pzckering Caſile 
in Zorkſhtre. 

My Father being left a Minor, under the care 
ot his Uncle Joh» Maſon then an Attorney at 
St. Foes, he after being Qualified at School for 
the Unzver/ſity, was admitted proper Penſioner of 
Clare Hall in Cambridge, from whence he took 
Chambers in Lincolns Inn, and after being call'd 
to the Bar he return'd to his Seat at Great 
Granſden, and to his Death practis'd as Bar- 
riſler at Law. He married Elizabeth, eldeſt 
Daughter of Thomas 1 Cl. Rector of Mep- 


al 
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| ſal in Bedfordſhire, by whom he had ſeven Sons 
11 and ſix Daughters, I can't ſay what Account his 
1 Uncle gave of his Stewardſhip, while he was 
_  * Guardian for my Father, though I believe it was a 
ht very bad one, as I have often heard my Father 
IF relate. However this good Uncle of my Father's 


| was eſteem'd an honeſt Man in great Circumſtances, 
iff! and having no Child, and my Father being his 
Heir at Law, had no ſmall expeQations from him, 
| and in order to make him amends for his Guardian- 
110 ſhip, and farther to ſecure hig Friendſhip when his 
N good Uncle John Maſon was made General Re- 
ceiver for Huntindonſhire, he became ſecurity to the 
Government; I can't ſay how many Years his Uncle 
11 continu'd General Receiver, but he thought proper 
il to break ſeveral thouſand Pounds in the Gow n- 
Wh ment's Debt in the latter End of Queen Ann's 
| Reign; upon his Uncle's failing, Meſſengers were di- 
I rectly ſent to take Poſſeſſion of my Fathers Eſtate, 
$34 Sc, which they ſold to make good his Uncle's De- 
} ficiencies, tothe Amount of ſeveral thouſand Pounds; 
there alſo was one Colonel Farrer, the other Secu- 
rity whom I believe ſuffer'd alſo after this fatal 
bl! Miſcarriage, his Uncle made a decent Retreat with 
us a modeſt Reyenue of about two-hundred Pounds 
pr Annum into the Fleet, where he lived many 
ears very genteelly, and I and my Father attended 
him to the Burial-Ground in Bunbill- Fields, in the 
Year 1718, but had he been laid there twenty or 
thirty Years ſooner, it would have been better for 
my Father and his Family. 

This fatal Blow by an Extent from the Govern- 
ment to ſeize and ſell fo great a Part of my Father's 
Eſtate, began the Deſtruction of a Family, who 
had liv'd fo many Years in Plentiful Fortunes and 
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good Eſteem. Here began a Scene of Afflictions, 
which brought on other unhappy Law diſputes that 
laſted many Years! and fo reduced my Father, ha v- 
ing a large Family to ſupport, that he liv'd very 
little in the Country afterwards ; as his chief Depen- 
dance was upon his Practice as Council, which ob- 
liged him to be moſtly in London, where in the 
Year 1725 he Died of a Pleuriſ at his Lodgings 
near the Temple in Fleet-Street, in the thirty-ſixth 
Vear of his Age. He was before this an Hearty, 
Healthy Man, and Might have liv'd to this Day 
had he been properly treated; a ſhort Account of 


which I ſhall mention upon an Occaſion that ha 


pen'd to me at Cambridge, (which, I ſhall amongſt 
other Circumſtances relate in its Place,) 1 went to 


.London to my Father for Advice, whom I found 


out of Order, with the Symptoms of a Pleuriſj, and 
the next Day, he growing worſe, I ask'd him who 
was his Fhyſician, he told me Dr. Lewis, who was 
his old Acquaintance and Co-tempory with him at 
Clare- Hall, J ſent immediately for Dr. Lewzs, who 
came and according to Cuſtom, order'd hot Medi- 
cines, without bleeding, which he took ; the Symp- 
toms encreaſing, he Bliſter'd him, and gave Oyl and 
Syrups in plenty! More Boluſes, and Juleps! But 
as my Father had no Sweats, no Stool, no Abatement of 
the Symptoms; I was then but a young Practitioner, 
yet old enough to diſapprove the Doctor's Practice, 
my Father in a high Fever with an acute Pain in 
his Side, a difficulty in Breathing, with a ſet red 
Colour in his Face. I addreſs'd my Father in this 
Manner; Sir, to ſtand by and. fee a Father loft 
for want of proper Treatment, is what I can't tacitly 
ſubmit to, without being guilty of the greateft 
Breach of Duty, which would give me a laſting 
Concern, was J not, m_—_ it is too late I hope, to 

2 


appriſc 


in upon Diſtinction, and take upon me to relieve 


had jo early acquir'd in Phyſick, was chiefly owing 
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appriſe you of your Danger; your Caſe requires 
immediate large bleeding, which has been omitted 
too long, and ſomething to procure you a Stool or 
two, and inftead of theſe hot Medicines, they ought 
to be cooling diluting Medicines; you may drink 
cool Tankard, and ſmall Beer if you pleaſe, and I 
have too much reaſon to fear, unleſs you are directly 
treated after this Manner you'll not recover. I tell 
you my Thoughts as J ought to do, and if you'll 
give me leave [I'll mention them to the Doctor, and 
if he don't conſent to what I propoſe I ſhall break 


vou: Here I muſt obſerve that the little Knowledge 


to my late valuable Friend Dr. Vallis, then Fellow 
of Magdalen Colledge, Cambridge, who took no 
imall Fains to improve the imperfect Ideas, I had of 
the Practice of Phyſick; but to return, my Father 
thank'd me, and commended me for my Regard, 
but anſwer'd, mon you are a young Man, your 
Notions may be juſt, and ſeem ſo to be, but ſhould 
I die under them, that may give uneaſineſs to your= _ 
ſelf and room for others to reflect, ſo I think it will 
be moſt adviſable to purſuc the Doctor's Directions, 
which we did, I told Mr. HBarecraft his Apothecary © 
my Sentiments, who told me, if I deſir'd it, he 
wou'd take the Method I propos'd, which he be- 
liev'd to be right, but conformable to my Father's 
Deſire forbore, and ſoon I was an Eye-witneſs of the 
Conſequence of ſuch 'Treatment, and my Father was 
interr'd in St. Dunſian's Church Fleet-Street, in 
the Year 1725. 9 
The Misfortunes that happen d to my Father were 
ſach as ight have happen'd to any other Gentle- 
man, he ſuffer'd by his Uncle, from whom he had 
great 
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great Expectations. Had my Father neglected his 
Wife and numerous Family, and ſpent his Eſtate in 
Luxury and Debauchery, or had he either Gam'd, 
or Sported it away, he muſt not only have been re- 
proach'd by the World, but blam'd and cenſur'd 


by his Wife and Children: But in juſtice to his 


Memory 1 muſt aſſert, he was a great Scholar, an 
eminent Council, a ſober honeſt religious Man, who 
ſcorn'd in all Circumftances of his Life a mean Action, 
and abhorr'd a diſhoneſt one, but was ever ſtedfaſt 
to his Truſt, he was a loving Husband, and tender 
Father, the Regard and Compaſſion he had for the 
Diſtreſs'd, often engag'd him in Pauper-Cauſes, 
which he us'd to ſupport at his own Expence, and 
at.a Time he could not well afford it, but as it 
was from a Motive of doing Good, I hope he now 
receives his Reward in Heaven. 

I ſhould be remiſs in my Duty, to the Memory 
of ſo good a Woman as my Mother liv'd and dy'd, 
ſhould J in filence paſs by her Remains now lying in 
Great Granſden Church; this good, pious, dutiful 
Wife, and tender Mother, with a ſlender Fortune, 
was reduc'd long to ſtruggle with many Children, 
which ſhe underwent with the greateſt Reſignation, 
and Chearfulneſs, and often would confeſs her Trou- 
bles were chiefly for her Children who had enter'd 
upon Difficulties betimes, and none ſo foon, and fo 
great as myſelf which J have ſet forth: But ſhould 
I attempt to ſpcak the juſt Praiſes of my deceas'd 
Mother, I might perhaps be thought to ſay too much, 
I ſhall therefore only add to the Duty of a good 
Wife and Mother; that ſhe was friendly and ſincere, 
Charitable and ſtrictly a religious good Chriſtian, 
ſhe bore all Afflictions with chearfulneſs, and a long 
Hinets with the utmoſt Patience and Reſignation, and 

agreea- 
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agreeable to her Prayers, ſhe was remov'd from this 
World to a Better, the Sth of September 1 7 42. 
My Grand-Father had three Wives, with whom 


he had good Fortunes, he built a large handſome 


Houſe, out Houſes, with Gardens, Groves, Fiſh- 
Ponds, long Rows of Trees leading up to a pleaſant 
large Wood, a very agreeable Place in a good Situ- 
ation, about fifty meaſur'd Miles from Landun, in 
the Center of ſeveral market Towns. 1 can't ſay 
exactly what my Grand-Father dy'd worth, but to 
the beſt of my Knowledge 'twas near twenty-thou- 
{and Pounds, he left three Daughters whoſe Fortunes 
were three-thouſand Pounds each, which makes me 
believe after thoſe Fortunes and other Matters claim'd 
my Father's Eſtate (excluſive of Practice) was about 
{ix-hundred Pounds per Annum. 

I have briefly given the Reader an Account of 
the Misfortunes of my Father, and the caule of the 
firſt Reduction of his Family, I ſhall only obſerve 
that all poſſible Care was taken to inſtruct, and ſo- 
berly to bring up a numerous Family, and beſides 
myſelf, there are now living three Brothers and 
four Siſters who all ſhare my good Wiſhes and Af- 
fection. | 

I continued with my Mother and went to School 
at Great-Granſ/den, till l was ten Years, when a 
good Uncle my God-Father, then a Phyſician at 
Biſhop-Startford in Hertfordſhire, ſent for me to 
that School, where I continued ſome Years under the 
Inſtruction of the learned Dr. Tooke, where I had 
an Opportunity of being known by ſeveral young 
Centlemen, who many of them are now Gentlemen 
ot grcat Worth and Dignity ; (who upon reading 
this Narrative, I hope will be mov'd to compaſſio- 
nate a diſtreſs'd School-Fellow;) I ſtudy'd at B;/bop- 
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Startford School, till my Uncle ask'd me if I wou'd 
go to the Cuiverſity of Cambridge and be bred a 
Phyſician, or go to London and be bred an Apothe- 
cary; but I like other ſilly Boys, willing to get from 
School, refus'd going to Cambridge, which to this 
Day I carneſtly lament, but imprudently choſe to 


go Apprentice to an Apothecary in London, and I 


was ſoon ſent to one Mr. Cornelius a worthy ho- 
neſt Man, and an underſtanding Apothecary, who 
then liv'd in Fenchurch-Street in the City of Lon 
don, and whoſe Brother lately kept the Koſc-tavern 
without Temple- Bar. Cone 
In the Year 1715, I was (at Apothecary's Hall) 


bound A pprentice to Mr. Ralph Cornelius, he was 


a very good Maſter to me, and allowing for ſome 
little Inadvertencies of Youth, without Oftentation 


I was as good an Apprentice, I firſt endeavour'd to 
obtain a Knowledge of Simples and their Virtues, 


next the Art of Compoſition and making Medicines, 


and to acquire a compleat Knowledge of Quantity 
and Quality, And as I advanc'd farther in my 
* Apprentiſhip I attended the Sick and made the moſt 


_————— 
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ſtrict Enquiry into the Nature of Diſtempers I was 
then capable of, with the Symptoms that attended 
and by what Method treated, obſerving the Effect 
of Medicines and the Power and Efforts of Nature; 
and at my leiſure Hours read ſuch Books as were 
recommended to me, and as often as I had opportu- 
nity I went to St. Thomas's Hoſpital: Thus I went 
on with my Mafler as well as could be wiſh'd for 
till the Year 1719. Having ſerv'd better than half 
my Apprentiſhip, my Maſter gave me leave to go 
into the Country to ſee my Relations for a Month, 
as it is cuſtomary for Apprentices ſo to do: This 
happen'd in that ever memorable S? ca 1 
0 
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when a Vein of Madneſs ſeem'd to run through the 
Kingdom; and I amongſt the reſt was willing to get 
a little Money, which I thought wou'd be very 
ſuitable at that Time, to cut a Figure with in the 
Country. South-Sea Stock was then at one-hundred 
per Cent. and it was very difficult to get Subſcrip- 
tions. Sir John Fellows and Charles Foy, E/q ; 
were Governors, both whoſe Families were Patients 
to my Maſter; a Gentleman deſirous of getting a 
Subſcription, as he knew I ſtood well in the Favour 
of theſe Governors, offer'd me one-hundred Guineas, 
to procure him a Subſcription of five-hundred Pounds, 
for which I apply'd to Mr. Joy, who readily granted 
it me, and I was paid one-hundred Guineas as a 
Premium for procuring him a Subſcription of five- 
hundred Pounds: This I thought was a fine Sum to 
equip a young Fellow to cut a Flaſh with, in the 
Country, though in the firſt Place I pay'd all that 
had any demands upon me, and ſent my Mother a 
Preſent, telling her I ſhould- ſoon pay her a Viſit; I 
went and bought me a fine Hunter in 8mþ-Feld, 
and dreſt me like a young Squire, and ſet off for a 
Months Pleaſure, which was ſo agreeable after four 
Years cloſe Confinement that made me have a great 
Defire to ſtay a little longer ; I accordingly took a 
ride to London to wait on my Maſter, to beg the 
Indulgence of another Month, and told him there 
was a young Fellow of. my Acquaintance juſt out of 
his Time, who would, with his leave, ſupply my 
Place during my ſtay in the Country, for which I 
would ſatisfy him: My Maſter was ſo Indulgent to 
give me leave to ſtay another Month, but I meeting 
with ſuch good uſage and delightful ſport at hunt- 
ing, (which I naturally too much lov'd,) ſtay'd in 


the Country ſix Months inſtead of two, and then ; 


return'd 


* 
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return'd to my Duty, paid my Journeyman, and 
afterwards ſtuck cloſe to Buſineſs. 

After my return Mrs. Cornelius, as an Inſtance of 
her good Wiſhes for my Welfare, would have 
brought a Match about, betwixt me and Mis 
Weſiron, an only Daughter of a wealthy Haberdaſher 
of ſmall Wares next Door but one to us. This young 
Gentlewoman as never being from Home was want- 
ing in thoſe Accompliſhments her Fortune requir'd, 
and her Charms were chiefly in her Father's long 
Baggs, who was computed to be a twenty-thouſand 
Pound Man. My good Miſtreſs in order to my 
carrying on an Amour got a Milk-woman into the 
Secret, where I was to meet Miſs to drink Sillabub; 


and I believe had I follow'd the Adviſe my Miſtreſs 


gate me by a cloſe Purſuit of my Addreſſes I ſhould 
have ſucceeded ; but the principal Reaſon of my In- 
difference was, a Pretty young Laſs Apprentice to 


> my Nameſake a Milliner at the Preen's Head in 


+ Lombard-Street, with whom I was much Capti- 
2 vated, and ſhe really was a well bred, ſober, genteel 
- young Woman, whoſe Accompliſhments and Perſon, 
were equally engaging: She was the Daughter of a 
7 reputable Attorney in the City, who had left a 
* Widow, one Son and three Daughters, the Widow 
was much of a Gentlewoman, whom l viſited ſeveral. 
3 times, and was gentcelly treated; I kept Company 
2 ſome time with her Daughter, but never brought 
matters to a Promiſe, we were not ſo much in a 
* Hurry, being both Apprentices, and her Mother 


had too much Diſcretion to forward our Deſtruction, 
and ſhe knew too that I ſhould as well as her 


Daughter forfeit not only our Indentures, but our 


Freedom of the City. 1 conſulted my Maſter, who 
adyiſed me not to e told me the ill Con- 


ſequences 
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ſequences that wou'd attend it, not that he had any 


diſlike to Miſs Nanny Stacey, but I was to conſider 


that it was abſolutely Neceſſary to have a Fortune 
of one Side; indeed ſays he, was you to marry Miſs 
Weſiron, neither the Remainder of your Apprenti- 
ſhip, or Freedom would be of any Conſideration; 
ſuch a Fortune would make you Independant of Bu- 
ſineſs, &. And upon his Advice I dropt my Amour, 
and this young agreeable Gentle woman ſoon met 
with a good Husband of a handiome Fortune, who 
kept his Coach, which I hope ſhe rides in to this Day. 7 
By this Time 1 had ferv'd fix Vears, and was 
turn'd of one and twenty, and not to be vain was 
allow'd to have made a good Progreſs in the Art 


of my Profeſſion; had a great deal of Favour ſhewn 


me at Home and Abroad, reſpected by all our Pati- 
cents; and my Maſter having a junior Apprentice, 

and a Labourer, the Chief of my Buſineſs was to 
viſit the Patients, and where no Phyſician was em- 
ploy'd, I (by the Requeſt of my Maſter) directed 
moſt of the Medicines our Patients took; my Maſter 
ſhew'd me the greater Regard, as he was acquainted 
with my Father, and knew the great Misfortunes that 
had lately befell his Family. Beſides eating at his 
Table and having an handſome Room to myſelf, when 
other Apprenticeslay under the Compter; he alſo gave 
me a Priviledge he never did to any Apprentice be- 


fore, for my diligence and care of his Buſineſs; he 


told me as I was acquainted with many young Gen- * 
tlemen, if any of them ſhould have occaſion for mp 
Aſſiſtance in the. venereal Way, I might Practice, 
and make what Advantage I could, only keeping 
an Account of what Medicines I gave, and paying 
him prime Coſt. This Indulgence I thankfully ac- | 
cepted, and I ſhall not enlarge ſhould I ſay, I made 
near 
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near fifty Pounds a Year of it; this kept me hand- 
ſomly in Cloths and pocket Money. Amongſt my 
Patients, one in particular was a Maſter Sadler, in 
the Neighbourhood, whom I had a Demand on for 
five Guineas, and he had the honeity to refuſe pay- 
ing me, thinking I acted in a clandeſtine Manner un- 
known to my Maſter, and thought I neither could 
or dar'd demand any Pay; I told my Maſicr the 
Affair, he bid me go to an Officer of the Poultry- 
C:irpter, and tell him to arreit ſuch a Man in his 
Name; (this was before Perſons were oblig'd to 


| ſwear to their Debts before they cou'd ſue for them,) 


accordingly I did, and the Officer had got my Pa- 
tient in the Evening at the Mitre-tavern in Fen- 
church-8treet ; my Maſter being ſent for, the Sadler 
ask'd how he came to arreſt him for a Debt he never 
contracted, neither did he owe him any Thing, up- 
on that or any other Account, my Maſter reply'd, 
if he did not think proper to apply to him, he had to 
his Man, which was the ſame Thing, and he ſhould 
inſiſt upon being pay'd; here my Patient that in- 
tended to have bit me, was oblig'd to pay the five 
Guineas with Charges and an handſome Treat to keep 
the affair a Secret, and my Maſter gave me the 
Money that very Night. 

Such favours as theſe I had ſhewn me, and J us'd 
my beſt endeavours to make a ſuitable Return by 
a conftant aſſiduity in his Buſineſs, which 1 can 
ſafely aver I did as well in his Abſence as when he 
was at Home. Indeed the laſt Year of my Time 
after the Buſineſs of the Day was over, I us'd in an 
Evening to go to the Cyff2e- Houſe where I met with 
my Acquaintance, and afterwards adjourn'd to the 
Caſile-tavern in Lombard-Street, to ipend an Hour 
or two, but neycr went out 'till Buſineſs was taken 
C2 | care 
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care of, and then, never withont leaving word where 
I went to, as I was liable to be wanted at any Time; 

but one N ight happening to ſtay too late, my Maſter 
fat up, in order to rebuke me, and when I came 
home, he ask'd why I ſtay'd 10 long and kept the 
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Family up; I having had a Glaſs too much, told him 

J left word where I was, and if I had been wanted 
5 I ſhould have come ſooner, had been ſent for; this 1 
* Anſwer put my Maſter in a Paſſion and ſo exaſper- # 
5 ated him that he ſtruck me, I told him I thought! 
ix was too big to be beat, and as he never attempted J 
i it before, I ſhould not ſubmit to it now, which pro- =: 


vok'd him to repeat his Blows: I turn'd by his 
Cane, and caught him by the Collar and kick d up 
i his Heels, but never ſtruck him, my Miſtrets and 
the Servants came and parted us, and I was very 
much concern'd at this unlucky Fray. 

The next Morning when he came into the Shop, 
he told me I muſt go before the Chamberlain for 
beating him, as he ſaid; Sir, give me leave to {peak 
N with you firſt, as we never before quarrell'd, and I 
. hope never ſhall again, and you know very well Sir, 
that T have hitherto behav'd as I ought to you, and [I 


* 
3} 


5 am alſo ſenſible of your Favours and Indulgence, there- 4 
1 fore I think it will be moſt adviſable to take no 
kl farther Notice but to drop it ? No he reply'd, he'd 
il make an example of me; nay Sir, if that's the 


Caſe you muſt, but I wou'd have you conſider one 
Thing; conſider what Sir, why that you are pretty 
much in the Country, and then the Buſineſs is in- 
tirely left to my care, which you never found neg- 
lected in your Abſence, nor ſhall it yet, but if you 
do expoſe me by going before the Chamberlain, I 
nevertheleſs will take all the Care I can of your 
1 Patients, but I never will give one penny-worth of 
| Phy lick 
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Phyſick more than I think they abſolutely ſtand in 
need of; this gave a turn to his Paſſion, he dropt the 
Affair, and we continu'd in good friendſhip for iome 
ume. ‚ 

Another unlueky Circumſtance ſoon aſter hap- 

n'd which parted me from my Maſter after I had 
ſerv'd almoſt ſeven Years. 

My Maſter had a Patient a Dyer in S9uthwark, 
whoſe Family were very intimate with my Maſter 
and his; this ſame Dyer had a Daughter, I had 
fixed my Affections on, after my other two love in- 
trigues; as to the others, one of them had Money, 
and no other Charms, the laſt had all Charms but 


no Money, but this had both; I had been acquainted 


with her by coming to viſit Mr. Corn2/7us's Family 
five or ſix Years, and ſhe was a ſweet temper d 
agreeable Girl about ſixteen and likely to make a 
fine Woman. When her Parents ditcover'd my In- 
clinations to their Daughter, J had what encourage- 
ment I could deſire, all the Objection was, their 
Daughter was too young, but two or three Years 
hence, if we ſhould like each other they ſhould be 
very agreeable to it, but neither MVits nor mytelf 
were willing to truſt the uncertain event of ſo long 
a Time, and we had at laſt brought the Parents to 
conſent. 

My Maſter and Miſtreſs Cornelius both approv'd 
of this Affair very well, till they ſaw all Parties in 
good Earneſt, when they began to think ſuch a 
Match would interfere with their Intereſt, as they 
were not only liable to loſe Mr. Cle S Buſineſs, but 
ſeveral more Families related to them. ſhould I ma 
Miſs Cole and ſettle in Town. Theſe conſiderations 
of my Maſter's were very juſt, and when intereſt is 


at ſtake, what friendſhip will oyer balance it? and 


<< 
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as 'twas my Maſter's intereſt to break off this Engage- 
ment, it quite broke off all iriendſhip betwixt us, 
and we parted. | 

There was an Apothecary in the ſame Street, 
whoſe Name was Clarke, to whom I was well 
known, I went directly and contracted to ſer ve him 
as a Journeyman, before 1 was legally diſcharg'd 
from Mr. Curnelius. This was a wrong Step in me, 
and Mr. Clarke ſhould have known better, and have 
firſt talk d with my Maſtcr Cyrnelius before he had 
contracted with me, and in all probability matters 
wou'd have been accommodated, and I had return'd 
and ſtay'd my time with Mr. Cornelius as I ought, 
*tis certainly very imprudent and unfair, for one Man 
to encourage another Man's Apprentice: however, 
Mr. Clarke and I contracted, and I liv'd with him 
till after playing with the Bait, I at laſt was catch'd 
in earneſt. 

Mr. Clarke was an ingenious Man and had a good 
Deal of Buſineſs, but he loy'd his Glaſs, and was 
not a little Negligent, and wanted ſome Perſon that 
was capable and diligent: He had a very pretty, 
ſober Youth Apprentice, whoſe genius and early 
Inclinations to diligence, join'd to a Capacity which 
promis'd his becoming what he now really is, a very 
ingenious Man, and an eminent Apothecary, whoſe 
Circumſtances by a prudent Occonomy are equal to 
his Accompliſhments, whoſe Name is Evans, and 
lives now in Do#ors-Commons : As I before ſaid, 
Mr. Clarke wanted ſome Perſon capable of attending 
his Buſineſs, which I believe I did to his Satisfaction 
and his Patients, during the Time I liv'd with him. 
Amongſt other Patients I was ſent for to ſce one Mr. 
Hently's Son, who was then at Mr. Pemberton's, 
at the Sign of the Coach and Horſes in Northum- 

berland- 
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berland-Ally in Fenchurch-Street; this Mr. Pem- 
herton had (fome few Years before) married the 
Wife of Robert Hull who kept the ſame Houſe and 
livery Stables thereunto belonging, and left a Wi- 
dow with one Son and four Daughters, the Eldeſt 
was married, the Son and other three were at home, 
pretty, modeſt, ſober young Women; and one in 
particular greatly took my Fancy, and by my re- 
peated viſits to my Patients, I contracted ſuch a 
liking to her, that I ask'd her Father-in-law if he 
would beſtow his Daughter upon me, I found en- 
couragement enough from all Parties, and as my 


| Maſter Clarke had been making overtures of part- 


nerſhip to me, in caſe I would advance three-hundred 
Pounds, I told the Father and Mother, TI lik'd their 
Daughter fo well, if they would give me three-hun-, 
dred Pounds, (for which Sum Mr. Clarke wou'd take 
me into Partnerſhip,) I would gladly marry their 
Daughter; I receiv'd no punctual Anſwer, but they 
gave me reaſons to expect great matters, by Money 
and Board, c. Mr. Clarke was conſtantly every 
Evening at the 1/z/re-tavern in Dukes-Place near 
Aldgate, and about eight or nine, if I was not with 
him before, he would ſend for me, where we com- 
monly ſupp'd and drank a Glaſs together: I had told 
him before that I had ſeen a young Woman at ſuch 
an Houſe, and ask'd him after their Circumſtances, 
and that I had ſome converſation with her Father 
and Mother, and told him what had paſs'd betwixt 
us, and that they ſeem'd to like my propoſals, but 
could not get them to any certainty as yet. Mr. 
Clarke aſſur'd me they were People of good Worth, 
and that I might depend upon their giving me three- 
hundred Pounds to come into partnerſhip; but ſays 
he, it will chiefly depend upon what 9 
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ſhall give you, which muſt be to your Advantage, 


and accordingly the next Day they did enquire after 


me, and at Night as uſual I went to him at the 
Mitre, when he acquainted me what he had ſaid to 
Mr. Femberton, and that he was quite ſatisfied with it, 
and I need not fear but he would advance the Money 


xcquir'd and I will directly take you in Partners. 


I told him again 1 had been there and tal k'd farther 
upon the Subject and found no difficulty in carrying 
my Point, could I be ſecure of the Money. God 
knows what Clarke's intention was, When he told 
me, you may depend upon the Money and rely on 
my Promiſe, ſo you have nothing to do but to get 
married, Though Mr. Clarke had ſecmingly great 
'Buſineſs, yet a good deal of it was amongſt the 
rer Sort of Tews, who took advantage of his 
Indolence, and ſeldom paid him any Thing, and 
thoſe who could, he neglected giving Bills to, and 
by one miſmanagement or another he was pretty 
much put to it, v hich makes me think now, could 
he have got money of me or any other Perſon 'twas 
no matter of concern of his, how he got it, or 
what they ſuffer'd: And "by an unthinking young 
Fellow very much inamour'd and fond of being 
Maſter, what with old Pemberton's Promiſes and 
Clarke's Aſſurances, in ſix Weeks, unknown to any 
Relation contracted Matrimony; and here began 
an inceſſant Scene of Miſery from October the 4th 
1722, to October 1754. 
In a few Days I was too much convinc'd what 
muſt be the unhappy Conſequence of ſo raſh and irre- 


trievable an Action: God knows I had only five 


Pounds I borrow'd of a Diſtillers Man to purchaſe a 


Licence and to pay for the Celebration of theſe happy | 


Nuptials, and after a wedding Dinner at the Szvwan 
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at Chelſea, my Stock was greatly exhauſted, and 
inſtead of three-hundred Pounds not one Farthing, 
2 Dinner or two I was favour'd with, when I ſoon 
diſcover'd a coolneſs. My new Mother firſt be- 
gan with her diſlike to my tye-Wigg and Ruffles; 
the thought they were too grand for her Son, 
and indeed, I as ſoon thought they did look too 
grand for my new Parents; I told good Madam 
Pemberton, Ruffles were what I cver wore, and 
moſt of our Profeſſion did tye-Wiggs, as for 
me, I wore them moſt Part of my Apprenti- 
ſhip; but what I underſtood by this pious old 
Lady, ſhe and her conſort were hatching a diſ- 
like in order to excuſe themſelves from their 
Promiſes, and ſoon my good Father-in-Law told 
me, he heard I did not ſtay my Time quite 
out with Mr. Cornelius, I told him that I 
thought Mr. Clarke had given him an Account 
of that, as I ftay'd the Remainder with him: 
Another time he told me he heard I ow'd a 
great deal of Money; which I told him was 
abſolutely falſe, and deſired he wou'd produce 
the Perſons I ow'd it to, or the Perſon who 
told him I did owe Money, for I do ſolemnly 
declare, to the beſt of my Memory, beſides the 
five Pounds borrow'd to be marry'd with, I did 
not owe ten more in all the World, which was 
but a trifle to a Man who had marry'd a For- 
tune, and was directly going into Buſineſs: Ano- 
ther thing more falſe than the other two, was, 
he told me that I had a baſtard Child, which 
was kept at four Shillings per Week, which, 
as God knows the Secrets of all Men, is as falſe, 
as God is true: I never arriv'd at that honour: 
And laſtly, he and the good old Woman both 

| D. pretended, 
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| pretended, I marry'd againſt their conſent and un- 
known to them. Very righteous indeed! My 
valuable Friend Clarke went with me to Doffors- 
Commons for a I icence. to compleat my Ruin; 
but upon the Proffor's being inform'd ſhe had * 
a Father and Mother living and in Town, they 
would not grant us a Licence, unleſs one or both 
of them came, and for fear one was not ſuffici- 
ent, they both came to Dotiors-Commouns to at- 
teſt their conſent and approbation, and then 1 
had the Materials of Deſtruction deliver'd to me, 
and the next Morning the good old People ac- 
companied us to a Church adjoining to little More- 
Gate, where the old Gentleman beſtowed - his 
Daughter upon me, by giving her away, and my 
Mother-in-1 aw ſtood by; after the Ceremony was 
over, we all adjourn'd to a Tavern and Break- 
faſted, and at Noon I was favour'd with my new 
Father and Mother's company to dine with us at the 
Swan at Chelſea, tho' they, nor any one elſe of- 
fer'd to pay one Penny; and when TI return'd to 
| a Lodging the old Woman had procur'd for us _ 
| in Goodmans/ſields, I had not fo much as one 
| Shilling to give the Drums; now whether or no 
WW J ftole my Wife, I leave to Judgment. ; 
1 In about a Week or ten Days time, having 
. no Money, no Friendſhip, out of Buſineſs, and the 
40 thoughts of partnerſhip quite laid a-ſide, I was 
oblig'd to take my leave of my young Spouſe, 
10 committing her to the Care of her Father and 
1 0 Mother; I then made a viſit to minc. The ſhort 
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1 Time of Courtſhip, at moſt fix Weeks, and only 
10 a Week or ten Days matrimony, had made no 
1 great impreſſions upon the Mind of my young 


Wh Wife; neither were the matrimonial Engagements 
| cqual 
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equal to the Admonitions of to good a Moth 
that parting with a Husband was a Matter of 
Indifferency. 

In October 1722, I went to Gran/den to viſit 
my Parents, who were greatly ſurpris'd to fee me, 
and more fo as I walk'd it; 1 told my Mother 
the whole Affair, who was greatly aſtoniſh'd 
and concern'd, I told her I hop'd- ſhe * wou'd 
pardon me, for twas in obedience to her Com- 
mands, who often aſſur'd me, if I had ever any 
wicked commerce with the Girls, I ſhould cer- 
tainly go to the Devil; and I have often ſpoke 
of it, not only to my Mother, but to many 
more, that 1 marry'd in order to eſcape going to 
the Devil, but have had a Life little inferior to it. 

My Mother being one of the beſt temper'd 
compaſſionate Women in the World, wrote a Letter 
to her new Sifter Pemberton, to invite her Daugh- 
ter alſo to Granſden, who came, and we both 
ſtay'd there near a Twelvemonth, where my Wile 


met with quite different treatment than what I 
ever had from any of her Relations: My fond- 


"1" . * 4 


neſs and my Relations kindneſs, were made but 
a bad uſe of, for my Wife thought all adora- 
tion was due to her amiable Perſon, which ex- 
ceeded both Fortune, Education and Family; and 
ſoon diſcover'd a Spirit, which by indulgence and 
fondneſs, was greatly improv'd. 

By this time I had learnt (butnot from my Wife) 
that her Mother (before ſhe marry'd Roger Pem- 
berton,) made a Will, and gave cach of her Children 
a Fortune of forty Pounds to be paid upon the 
Day of Marriage, or at the Age of one and twenty; 


which I ſoon inform'd Mr. Pemberton of, and 
> that I expected my Wife's Fortune, which he 


D 2 knew 


__ 
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knew he could not evade, whatever he could 
his Promiſe; and this demand brought Mafter 
Pemberton to Granſden, and he told me I ſhould © 
have the Money, but hop'd I would put my- * 
ſelf into Buſineſs with it, and after a Day or © 
two's ſtay at Gran/den, we went to viſit my 
Brother, an Attorney at Newport-Pagnell, to con- 
ſult of a proper Place to fix in, which was 
Stoney-Stratford; we did not then go to Stoney- 
Stratford, but Maſter Pemberton return'd to Lon- 
don, leaving me and my Wife at my Brother's 
with two Guineas in Part of Payment. 
Pemberton upon his return to London, went to 
my late Maſter Mr. Cornelius, who, as well as 
Clarke, gave me a good Character, and told him 
I underſtood my Buſineſs exceeding well, but he 
ſaid he fear'd I had married too ſoon, unleſs 
I had married better: However Maſter Pember- 
ton, defir'd he wou'd ſend me ſome Medicines, 
ſuch as he thought T ſhould want, and as many 
as he could afford for ten or twelve Pounds, 
which he accordingly did, and the old Gentleman 
ſoon made another viſit into the Country, and 
we took a Houſe at S!ony-Stratford; and there 
I a young Fellow, and a perfe& Stranger, ſet of 
with ten or twelve Pounds Stock, without one 
Shilling in my Pocket; I had employ'd one John 
Forfitt, who made me a Compter, ſome Shelves, 
Drawers, Cc, and painting them likewiſe, for 
10 which he charg'd me nine Pounds ſome odd Shilling. 
110 Notwithſtanding my ſlender ſetting off, I got ſome 
10 Buſineſs, and I ſhou'd have had a retail Trade, 
i | but I had no Druggs to ſell; I went to London 
ſh to receive the Remainder of my Wifes Fortune, 
\|/t1. to pay Forfitt and to buy ſome Druggs; my F 
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29 
I went to my Father-in-law, he ſcem'd to be 
very civil, having a Point to carry, accordingly 
in the Evening, he ſent for Mr. Burkin, a School- 
> Maſter in the Neighbourhood, and after my aſſent- 


i ing to all Pemberton's demands and expences in 


the Country, which he charg'd to me, and the 
five Pounds I borrow'd to be married with, and 


Mr. Cornelius's twelve Pounds, and two Guineas 


left me at Newport-Pagnell, I had not above 


five Pounds to receive; and after I had ſign'd 
the Acquittance, he would neither give nor lend 
me one Farthing. This was a ſmall Sum to buy 
Druggs with, and to return home, and to live 
upon till I could make ſome return by Buſineſs. 
The next Day, I meeting one Mr. Apt hurp, 
an Apothecary of Potton in Bedfordſbire, told 
him what delemma I had plung'd myſelf into: 
This Mr. Apthorp, was my Uncle; he married 


my Fathers Siſter, with whom he had three-thou- 


ſand Pounds; another maiden Siſter who boarded 


with him, was my God-mother, and ſhe at her 
Death left her Fortune of three-thouſand Pounds, 
to me, my Brothers and Siſters, and I being her 


God-ſon, ſhe left me fifty Pounds to put me out 
Apprentice with, and five-hundred Pounds to ſet 
me up, if I was put to buſineſs, if not, the 
ſame Sum to be paid when I came of Age, if 
educated at the Univerſity: But this Mr. Apthorp 
thought it wou'd be a pretty Addition to his 


* Wifes Fortune, and the Will he pretended was © 


loſt, whereby his Wife being Heir at Law, he 


ſecur'd the deceas'd Siſter's Fortune for his own 
proper Uſe; and here I was defrauded of five-hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds: But to return; this 
Uncle of mine told me he could recommend me 
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to a Druggiſt, who ſhould give me what Credit 
I requir'd, and appointed my meeting him that 
Evening, at Mr. Wackett's, a Druggiſt on Snow- 
Hill, J met him there, and we, with Mr. WWackett 
went to the Fountain-tadern againſt St. Seprichers 
Church, where we ſpent the Evening together, 
and I gave Mr. V ackett an Order for about twelve 
Pounds worth of Druggs, which he ſent to Stoney- 
Stratford, which Place J fect out for the next 
Morning. Upon my return home, being very glad 
J had got a little Money, and a ſupply of Druggs, 
] was in hopes, with frugality and diligence they 
would ſupport us till better times; but as I was 
lately mentioning ſome Carpenters Work, and 
painting being done by obn Forfitt, and ' hav- 
ing ſome talk with him about a Board being 

ut up over my Door, with my Name, Pro- 
feſſion, from London, Ss. He, whilſt I was gone 
to London made a fine Board, far exceeding my 
Directions, and fix'd it up over my Door, and 
cunningly, with this additional Charge, he made 
his demands up ten Pounds, for which Sum, he 
had tent for a Writ, while I was gone to get 
the Money to pay him, and arreſted me, the 
very Day I return'd from London; to this Arreſt 
J gave bail, and directly went to London to ac- 
quaint my Father-in-law about it, and allo to 
let Mr. Hackett know, leaſt he ſhould hear of it 
more to my diſadvantage and arreſt mg too; but 
1 could obtain no relief from Maſter Pemberton. 

| went then to acquaint Mr. JVackett with 


this unkind Treatment, who thought I was hardly 


us'd, and as I had acted fo farely with him, he 
would do me all the Service in his Power, and 


in the Eyening we met at the Fountam-tavern, 
and 
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3 and he brought his Father with him, who was 
a wealthy Farrier in Coleman-Street. After ſome 


diſcourſe, I mention'd whoſe Daughter J had mar- 


* ried, and that I could get no relief from that 
Quarter, Mr. Wackett of Coleman-Street, told 
me, he was well acquainted with Mr. Pemberton, 
and knew him when he was Coachman to Mr. 
: Tryon, a Merchant in Lime-S!recet, and was pleas'd 
to think it was in his Power to be of uſe to 
me with Pemberton, and promis'd that the next 
Morning he would apply to him, and defir'd 
that I with his Son the Druggiſt would come 
the next Evening to ſup with him, and hear the 
Event of his Application: The next Night, ac- 


cording to appointment I went to ſupper at old 


Mr. Wackett's, and as ſoon as I fat down, in- 
ſtead of a Supper, he introduc'd two Bailiffs, which 
took me directly to a ſpunging Houſe, in Grocer s= 
Jjliey, Cheapfide, where I was kept cloſe confin'd, 
till | tent to Stoney-Strat/ord for the Druggs, which 
were return'd by the Waggon, they never being 
ſo much as unpack'd, and | paid both carriage 
to and from Stoney-Stratford, and a great Expence 
at the ſpunging Houſe before I was diſcharg'd. 


'Tis too common and too cruel, for Perſons whoſe 


Pride won't ſuffer them to own that they are 
not able to do what they engage and ought to 
do; but in order to evade juſtice, and excuſe 
their cruelties, load Perſons with ſuch Odiums 
they deſerve not, but often quite the reverſe, which 
5 frequently prevents others doing even the common 
Offices of Humanity; and thus was I treated be- 
tw ixt the Tarrier and Coachman, which entirely 


demoliſh'd me at Stoney-Stratford; J ordered the 
0 Remains 
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Remains of my Shop, to be fold to pay Forfit/ 
his cruel unjuſt Demand and Expences; and my 
Wife return'd to London, and I went to make 
a ſecond Viſit at Granſden. 3 
My Father having an Intimacy with his Brother 
Council, the Recorder of Cambridge, gave me a 
Letter of Credentials to him, who recommended 
me to Mr. Casborn an Apothecary at Cambriage, 
with whom I covenanted as a Journeyman, in 
which capacity the conſequences will prove my 
Behaviour. The firſt unlucky Accident to inter- 
rupt my quiet was, a Wigg I ow'd a Barber 
in Town for, it being but a ſmall Demand; this 
Barber transfer'd his Debt to an Attorney, who 
arreſted me without any Notice, and ſent me to 
Cambridge Caſtile; (it ſeems Attorneys have an 
Indulgence to hold Clients to bail for ſmall Sums,) 
I did not give bail to this arreſt, as I could not 
imagine who the Writ came from, for I could 
{wear I did not owe ten Pounds to any Man; 
unleſs my Wife's Relations had trump'd up a 
Demand. for my Wife's lying-in, who now had 
brought forth her firſt born, my Son and Heir. 
As ſoon as I diſcover'd, who had ſent me to 
Goal, I ſent to my Father and gave him an Ac- 
count of the Cauſe of my Confincment; he di- 
rectly wrote to Mr. Serjant Not, who quickly © 
made the Lawyer glad to releaſe me, and the 
1700 Tonſor to make me a Preſent of the Wigg, ane 
14 y all Charges. Being ſent to Goal did me 
4 diſcredit, but was ſoon remov'd when the 

14 true Cauſe was known, and I return'd to Mr. 
W's Casborn, whoſe Buſineſs I attended with the ut-# 
10 0 moſt Diligence and Fidelity to the great Satiſ- 
faction of his Patients, as well as himſelf. 
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Mr. Casborn had, beſides good Buſineſs, a very 
handſome Eſtate that excluded him from ſo ſtrict 
an application as thoſe who have buſineſs only 
to depend on. He was an underſtanding facetious 
Man, lov'd his Glaſs, and kept a good deal of 
Company that engag'd him much from home, I have 
known him four or five Days together at the 
Tunns=-tavern without once coming home. The 
Reception I met with from his Patients, particu- 
larly the Gentlemen of the Unzverfty, gave him a 
greater opportunity to indulge. One Afﬀter-noon 
he ſent for me to the Tunns, and after a Glaſs 
or two, told me, he had ſomething to offer, which 
he believ'd would be both agreeable to my Incli- 


nations and Intereſt; I anſwer'd, I ſhould be glad 
to embrace any offer conſiſtent with his Pleaſure, 
and my own Intereſt: He then faid, you are a 
young Fellow and well Qualified, and your be- 
> haviour has gain'd you a general good opinion 


in the Univerſity, ſo that 1 am ſeldom ſent for to 
2 viſit any Gentleman that is ſick, but they all 


7 
* p 


ſend for you, which J am well pleas'd at, as I 
had rather be excus'd and take my Glaſs ; you 


know my Buſineſs, and if you like it, I will 


give it over, and put you into it, I thank'd him 
and faid I wou'd gladly accept his kind offer, 


he faid you know I have a very good Eſtate, 
( believe it was worth better than two- hundred 


Pounds per Annum;) which will maintain me, 
and my two youngeſt Daughters, and as for Nanny 


(who was an agreeable young Gentlewoman, and 


gat that time the Toaſt of the Unzver/ty) I will 
(with my Shop, Bufineſs, Houſhold-Goods and an 


handſome Sum in your Pocket,) make you a Preſent 
of; (no one at Cambridge knew I was then married) 
E 1 
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I thank'd him very kindly and told him, it was 
a favour I no ways merited, twas an offer far 
excceding what I could expect, but I would moſt 
gladly accept it, was it in my Power; (and here 
J curs'd my fate.) In your Power ſays he; what 
are you engag'd then? Yes too far, to be fo happy 
as you and your Daughter wou'd make me, for 
really Sir to undeceive you I am married; mar- 
ried ſays he! then you are ruin'd. I am ſo or 
elſe I ſhou'd not have been your humble Servant. 
This offer made too late ſerv'd only to aug- 
ment my troubles; to think my complying with 
my Maſter Clarke's advice, ſhould prevent my 
embracing this moſt agreeable advantageous offer 
of Mr. Casborne; however, we ſpent the Evening 
together in good friendſhip, and I continued his 
Servant upwards of a Year, during which, Mr. 
Casborn had ſeveral times propos'd my being Part- 
ner; but as ſome Gentlemen advis'd me to the 
contrary, I declin'd accepting this Propoſal. 
Some Gentlemen who knew what had paſs'd 
betwixt Mr. Casborn and myſelf, were concern'd 
that it was out of my Power to accept his Kind 
offer, which they all approv'd, and as I had now 
diicover'd I had already a Wiſe in London, they 
thought it wou'd be more agreeable to have her 
with me, they therefore advis'd me to fend up; I told 


em that I wou'd gladly do, but that it was 


not in my Power, I was anſwer'd that they be- 
liev'd ſome Money might be advanc'd to aſſiſt 
me in ſettling, and my two chief Friends were 
Dr. Warren, then Fellow of Emanuel College, 


and Mr. Warham, Fellow of Jeſus, both pupil | 
Mongers; beſides . many more Gentlemen, ſome | 


Fellows of Colleges, ſome Students that were my 
| School 
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2 | School-fellows at Biſhap-Startford: And by the 
advice and Promiſes of theſe Gentlemen and the 


Mr. Warham, (whom I hope is now living and 
\r Well at Swave/yy in Cambridgeſhire,) knowing that 
the Reverend Dr. Lunn, Arch-Deacon of Hun- 
tingdon, and then Proctor of E//worth in Cam- 
bridgefſhire, was my Uncle by marrying my Fa- 
ther's Siſter, was ſo kind to wait on him with 
ſome Recommendations of me, and inform'd him, 
that he and many more Gentlemen of the Unz- 
er = verſity were inclin'd to aſſiſt me in ſettling, and 


c 

q 3 aſſiſtance of Dr. Warren and Mr. Harbam; 1 

co took an Houſe in Bridge-Street, which was in the 

it Lear 1725, when that worthy. good Gentleman 
1 


— 
— 
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* to promote me in Buſineſs: The Doctor thank'd 
ais bim for his good intentions, and told him he in- 
ir, tended to bring up his youngeſt Son an Apothe- 
-t= (an, and he had rather put him Apprentice to 
he me, than any one, which he did as ſoon as I was 
fix d in my Shop, and gave me great encourage- 
21 ment; Mr. Warham 'return'd overjoy'd to think 
Yd how favourable all circumſtances promis'd in my 
nd = behalf. 

Iu There was one Stakes a Brazier next Door to 
ey Mr. Cas burns, whom I was very intimate with; 


her be hearing I was going to ſettle, defir'd he might 
og ſerve me with what Goods I ſhould want in his 
vas Way, and farther defir'd he might recommend a 
—— Druggiſt to me, who was a very honeſt Man, and 
Hit whoſe Name was Ho/dgate, and liv'd in Bifhopy- 
ere Cate-Hreet; when I went to London to buy Potts 
and Glaſſes and other materials, I went to Mr. 
Huldgate, who had receiv'd intelligence from Nudes 
of my coming, he receiv'd me with all civility, 
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and I gave him an Order for Druggs Ec, which he 


ſent the ſame Week to Cambridge. 
I alſo went to ſee my Wife and Child, and 


her Relations, who upon perceiving this Turn of | 


Affairs were very glad to ſce me, and after a 


ſhort Stay I return'd to Cambridge, and fitted up 
my Shop, and as ſoon as my Houſe was furniſh'd, 
I ſent for my Wife and Child. Dr. Lunn bound 
his Son Apprentice to me, and I got very good 
Buſineſs. Stukes did not conſider that by obliging 
me, he diſoblig'd his Wife's Apothecary Lardener, 
who ſeeing me thrive and creep in upon his buſi- 
neſs, attack'd the weaker Veſſel in order to put 
a ſtop to the promiſſing Proſpect I had of well- 
doing: I was daily getting ground, and went on 
very well, not ſuſpecting what was contriving in 
order to Deſtroy me. 

One Evening my Friend $tukes came to ask 
me to ſpend an Hour with him, when he began 
with ſeeming friendſhip to tell me, he thought 
tho' I met with Encouragement, yet for want of 
Money, till 1 could make returns by my Buſineſs, ! 
he imagin'd I muſt be a little put to it: For ſays 
he, thoſe Gentlemen who aſſiſted you, they by 
ſettling of their Bills, as they become due muſt 
make it a little ſtraight with you, and there muſt ? 
be Money to ſupport your Credit, and keep Houſe | 
with, and to pay a few ſmall demands, naming one 
Chambers a Linnen-Draper and ſome few others: 
And fays Stakes, I will advance you ſome Money 
to ſatisfie theſe demands, and you ſhall take time 
and pay me as you can with conveniency. I thank d 
him for his kind offer, told him ,what money I | 
ow'd I was not preſs'd for, and that I ſhould be 
able in a ſhort Time to pay; howeyer, ſays he, the 

ſooner 
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N ſooner you pay People the better, you'll eſtabliſh 


yourſelf; we will go and pay Mr. Chambers for 
the Sheets and table Linnen this Evening, which 
accordingly. we did, and parted, promiſing to meet 
the next Evening at the Mitre-tavern in order 
to have ſome more money; according to his deſire 
the next Evening we met, and he brought one 
Mr. Pyke an Attorney, to fill up the Bond for 
the Money. He (in order better to carry on his De- 
ſign beſides paying the Night before ſeven Pounds 
to Chambers,) advanc'd ſeven Guineas more, and 
then I executed the Bond, and he promis'd me 
I ſhould have Money at any Time when I wanted 
it: I muſt own Mr. Pyke his Attorney, acted like 
an honeſt Man; he ſaw I was quite ignorant of 
what I was doing, he faid to Stules, I think it is 
quite right Mr. Maſon ſhould be acquainted with 
the Nature of this Bond, Stukes reply'd, yes, pray 
do Mr. Pyke; then Mr. Pyke told me (tho' after 
J had ſign'd) by theſe writings, you give Mr. 
Stukes a Power to take poſſeſſion, or fell and diſ- 
poſe of all your Effects when he pleaſeth, without 
being accountable to you; Ses ſays yes, this 
is Matter of Form, and to put it into my Power 
to prevent any body elſe hurting you. As Stukes 
had before acted ſo friendly, 1. could not miſtruſt 
he had any other view; I ſaid to him, Mr. 6/ukes, 
you do this to keep up my Credit, and in caſe I 
die ſoon, that you may be ſecure, for as to pre- 
venting any ones hurting me 'tis not in the Power 
of any one, beſides Mr. Greaves the Joiner who 
has not yet done his Work, and Mr. Holdgate, 
the Druggiſt you recommended me to, whoſe de- 
mand is not of above eight Months ſtandin;z, and 
his own offer was to give me a twelycmonths 
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Credit, and afterwards one order under another. 
No, Hues reply'd, I don't apprehend you are 
in any Danger, but your Wife is going to lie in, 
und you'll have occaſion for money, and you need 
rot apply for any credit, I will let y ou have money 
as you ſhell require ; otherwiſe you'll be oblig'd to 
as your Patients for money too {oon, which will 
be a hinderance to your Buſineſs; and upon theſe 
aſſurances of his good Intentions we parted, 

The next Morning I was not quite ſatisfied, tho” 
T could not miſtruſt he had any Deſign to hurt me 
then, yct if afterwards he ſhould take any diſlike, 


1 found I had given him a Power to deſtroy me, 
Which he did. 


In three or four Davs after, my Wife was brought 
to bed, and in a {fortnight J had my Daughter 
baptiz'd, and Dr. Sandys, and Dr. Warren and a 
Gentlewoman from London, with one of my Siſters 
were Reſponcers. We had a good deal of Com- 
pany, and ſpent the Evening very merrily : But 
the very next Morning, s brought an Exe- 
cution into my Houtc, and turn'd us out of 
Poſſeſſion, which he had no Power to do, and 
cruclly (when my Wiſe had lain-in but a fort- 
night,) ſtript us of every individual Thing, and 
leit us not a Bed to lie on. He, (before I had 
given him this Bond and Judgment,) had got a 
young Fellow ready to take the Houſe and 
Shop, to whom he ſold them, notwithſtanding 
all his baſe Pretenſions to me: And thus was I 
ſerv'd by my falſe Friend $rukes ; deſtroy'd when 
in a proſperous Way, ſtript and turn'd with a 
Wife and two young Children into the Street. 

I went directly to London to my Father (whom 


I found taken ill of a Pleuriſy, of which he 


died; 


„ 


CET. 


of SIMON MASON. 39 


died, as I have already given an Account of) and 
told him the whole Affair, who ſaid as ſoon as it 
pleaſed God he got well again, he wou'd oblige 
$tukes to do me juſtice; but as he then died, 
1 only had the Arisfation of ſhewing my laſt 
duty to a tender Parent; who if he had liv'd, 
wou'd have made an Example of Stukes, but as it 
pleas'd God he did not, Stukes eſcap'd unpuniſh'd 
and I was ruin'd without redreſs. 

The Unrverſtty according to their wonted good- 
nels, and compaſſion, thro' the Interceſſion of Mr. 
Murden then Miniſter of St. Clements-Pariſb, 


4 where I liv'd and Fellow of S74ney-College, to- 


gether with Mr. Lewis, Fellow of Jeſus-Cullage, 


rais'd me a Contribution of upwards of twenty 


Pounds, which they, and the reſt of my Con- 
tributors ſhall have the grateful Acknowledge- 
ments of my lateſt Breath. With this Aſſiſtance, 
I took a little Houſe in the ſame Pariſh, and 
fitted up a Shop ; but here I muſt do juſtice to 
my Wife's Father, (whom I went to ſee during 


I the Time I attended my own Father in his ill- 


neſs,) who came to Cambridge with me and ſce- 
ing the ill-treatment I had met with, he gave 
me an Order upon one Mr. Saunders, in thò Coun- 
try for ten Pounds, which Money 1 had, and 


thank him for it. 


The very Day I had got my little Shop in 
order, and a little Buſineſs by the encourage- 


| 4 ment of a few Friends, I was Arreſted by Mr. 
3 Heming a Tobacconiſt, for Tobacco I had of 


him, which was but lately . deliver'd, which 
Hules fold with my other Goods. This Arreſt 
ſent me to Goal, where I was confin'd a Month, 
until Mr. Fleming was inform'd of my — U- 
age, 
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fage, and then he ſet me at Liberty; but this 
ſending me to Goal was a fatal Circumſtance, it 
loſt me thoſe few Friends I had left, ſo that my 
Buſineſs dwindled away to nothing; Mr. Har- 
ham being gone to a College-living, and Dr. War- 
ren to practice Phyſick, at St. Edmond's Bury. 
That after our Starving three or four Years, and 
greatly reduc'd, having now four Children, tho' 
one ſoon after died; my Wife was oblig'd to 
return to London, with two Children, I ſent one 
to my Mother, and I with my Potts and Glaſ- 
ſes, went to Cottenham in Cambridgeſhire, with 
one half Guinea, to ſeek my Fortune. 

I ſoon got ſome Buſineſs, and my Succeſs re- 
commended me to more, and if I wanted any 
Medicines the Apothecaries at Cambridge wou'd 
tet me have them at prime Coſt, and us'd me 


as I have lately been by thoſe very eminent Men 


of the Profeſſion at Market- Harborough. 

There was at Cottenham a very worthy Divine, 
Dr. Fleetwood, who ſoon ſhew'd me great favour, 
and in regard to his Benevolence, and Memory, 
may my Gratitude be as laſting as my Life. 

The Encouragement I met with at Cottenbam, 
and thef Towns adjacent, ſoon enabled me a third 
Time to ſend for my Wife, as I was ever un- 


willing to live without her, and always deſirous 


ſhe ſhou'd ſhare my good Fortune; and in three 
Months (from our parting at Cambridge) we met 
again at Cottenham, where through the continu- 


: 


1 
* 


ance of Dr. Fleetwood and his Lady's Favours, 
we met with a great deal of Civility from the 
Neighbours; who were a kind, good ſort of ſub- | 
ſtantial People; and there we liv'd in as much | 


comfort and plenty as I could wiſh for. Added 
to 
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to all theſe Comforts of Life; Dr. Fleetzwan#'s 
Benevolences were very extenſive, his Freſents and 
his frequent Invitations to his Houſe, his employ- 
ing and venteclly paying me for what 1 did for 
his Family; and when ill himſelf, always gave me 
half a Guinea of a Morning when | went to ſee 
him, with compliments of making me his I hyſi- 
cian: Theſe were not the only Inſtarces of his Good= 
nels, but he employ'd me for a great many poor 
People, which (excluſive of his own, and family 
Eufineſs) amounted to twenty Pounds a Year: Be— 
ſicies theſe great marks of his charity to his poor 
Neighbours, he ftill gave further Proofs of his 
Goodneſs, and at any Time it | had- a viſit to 
pay three or four Miles, He'd tend his Servants 
and a Coach and four to eſcort my Lad and 1: 
And beſides our dining with him every Sunday, 
he'd ſend for me to dinner two or three times a 
Week, and many k venings when 1 was not at 
his Houfe, he would 1cnd his Servant with Wine; 
and He and his good Lady would come and ſpent 
tome Hours with us; and greater ſavotis ſtill he 
wou'd confer, for when &/urbrtch Fair aprroach'd, 
he has preſented me with ve Guincas * time, 
to buy what I had occaſion for, Cc. 

There was at the ſame time XIT. C, a Gene 
tleman of great Worth and Property, his Curate, 
who us'd me alſo with all marks of civility and 
friendſhip, and whote tavours as | have great Rex- 
ſon to remember, I ſhall gratcfully acknmwiedss, 
Mr. John l ebb, was à friendly, gentee!, 1tpuitcl, 
wealthy Man. as alſo was /anent Hamme, a 
kind, good natur'd, generous Friend, with Mr 
Peck, Duwſey, and teveral others. With theſe 
Friends and Neighbours | tpcat fo.ne Pat of ny 
F Lite 


42 The LIFE and DISTRESSES 


Life very agreeably; till another unlucky Acci- 
dent happen'd, which once more interrupted my 
rural Enjoy ments and turn'd me a drift. 

It happen'd that my good Friend Mr. Cook, 
who was Curate to Dr. F/ee!wwood, had a Living 
ſell to him in Norfo/k, which made the Curacy 
of Chitenbam vacant, and I having ſome intereſt 
with Dr. Fleetwood, (unknown to my Friend 
whom I was inclin'd to ſerve,) told the Doctor 1 
heard Mr. Cook was going to leave him, and I 
wiſh'd he wou'd give me leave to recommend to 
him a neighbouring Clergyman for his Curate, 
whom I believ'd wou'd be very acceptable to his 
PariſFoners. The Dr. ſeem'd upon my firſt ap- 
plication, to give me reaſon to hope for Succeſs; 
and I went the next Pay to tell my Friend what 
1 had been endcavouring to ſerve him in, who 
was greatly pleas'd, and expreſs'd a grateful Senſe 
of my good Intentions; and ſaid, could I but pro- 
cure him that Curacy, he ſhould never have it in 
his Power to make me a ſuitable return. 1 promis'd 
him nothing ſhould be wanting in me; and the 
next Day I din'd with Dr. F/eetzvood, and renewed 
my ſolicitations: The Doctor then ask'd me who 
it was, and if ever I heard him preach, and if I 


thought he wou'd be agrecable to his Pariſh; all 
theie Queſtions I anſwer'd in the behalf of my 


Friend, and gave the Doctor ſo much fatisfaction 
that he defired I would fetch him the next Day 
to dine with him; I went with great joy that 
ſame aſternoon to my Friend, Mr. e, Vicar 
of Hi/ion, about two little Miles from Cottenbam, 


and told him what progreſs I had made in his 
bchalf; ard alſo told him, that Dr. Fleetwood 


deltr'd he would come the next Day to dine with 
him, 
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him. He with great raptures embrac'd me, ſay- 
ing, he ſhou'd always uſe his utmoſt endeavour 
to make a Return of my Friendſhip. Mr. ge 
came the next Day and call'd upon me, and I 
went with him to dine with Dr. Flectwwo9d:; the 
Doctor receiv'd him with great civility, and as 
ſoon as dinner was over, the Doctor told him he 
was recommended by me, to ſuc eed Mr. Con, 
and according to the Character I had given, 
(which he did not doubt but was juſt,) he ſrould 
agree with him for the fame he gave Mr. CY, 

which was I think one-!undred Pounds yearly, 
and to be -paid every Quarter. Accordingly Dr. 

Fleetwood covenanted with Mr. Se, Vicwur of 
Hiſion, who was to reſide at Ciyttenham:; yet to 
keep his Vicarage of Hliſton too; Mr. e, com- 
menc'd Curate at Michaclmas 17:2, which Curacy 
he has poſſeſs'd upwards of twenty-two Years; 
and I hope will to the End of his Pavs, and I 
am glad I had an opportunity of being fo ſerviceable 
to him and his Family; altho' his return, Was 
neither conſiſtent with friendſhip, or gratitude, or 


becoming a Chriſtian. 


Soon after Mr. e came to Cottenham, he 
thought I too largely ſhar'd Dr. F/eetzww997's favours, 
and he took an opportunity to leſſen me in the 
Opinion of that good Family; which I ſhall relate. 

Dr. Fleet wood's Steward or Bailiff, whoſe name 
was Cadrvell, being taken ill of a Pleurity, Vis. 
Fleetwood, like many more good I adich_took 
Pleaſure in Acts of Charity, in the Phyſical way, 
and upon, Cadwell's firſt complaint gave him 
a Vomit, and afterwards Sweats Cc, which ſuc- 
ceeded badly, for by this treatment the Symp- 
toms became more violent, and in a Day or two, 


F 2 he 
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he grew ſo much worſe that Madam Flec?wwnnd 
ordered I ſhould be tent for , accordingly | was, 
and found him in great Danger, expecting ſoon 
he'd dic. Vomiting and hot * edicines, inſtead of 
Bleeding, and Diluting, in Pleurifies, what muſt 
be the Cuniequence? Altho' | had little or no 
hopes from any thing that I could do, yet I bled 
him plentifully, apply d five Blifters, gave him 
a Clyſtcr, and ordered him to drink large Quan- 
tities of ſmall I iquors, with ſome cooling Medi- 
eines, & c. Seeing the Danger of my Patient, and 
knowing liow much he was in favour with his 
Maſter and Miſticts, and willing to add to the 
good (pinion they had of their Curate; | went to Vr. 
He, and told him how il} and in hat danger Cad- 
well was, and advisd him (without being ſent 
for) to call and fee him, and to offerlim his ſpi- 
ritual Afi: arce, which t ſaid will be taken well of 
you. The next Morning Mr. & /e called, and we 
went to my Tatient together, and by the Way 
had ſome talk about his illnets, and I faid, I wiſh'd 
1 had ſeen him ſooner, for now | fear'd 'twas too 
late to do him any 1ervice; for giving a Vomit 
and hot Medicines without bleeding was wrong, 
and row he's paſt all recovery I'm {int ſor to cure 
him: My Friend Se, (though | had ſaid to 
him a little more than I was willing Dr. Feet- 
7296 and his Lady ſhould know,) did very balely 
in going to tell them] ſaid that Madam F/ectzvood 
had kill'd Czdzwwe//, and now had ſent for me 
to cure him. 
This unkind Pevprefertaticn was the firſt and 
laſt Return ] had for ſerving Mr. Se, ard this 
prov'd moſt effectual. This the Dr. and Mrs. 


Fleetwood both took ſo ill, that they never after 
employ'd 


5 ** * n n 5 


Of SIMON MASON. - 45 


employ'd me, for Themſelves, Servants, or Neigh- 
buurs, nor any other favours I receiv'd afterwards, 

Ey this unlucky Circumſtance, from this baſe 
ungrateſul Kepreientation, depriving me of Dr. 
Flectmmayt's buſineis and favours, 1 ſoon loſt the 
Buſineis and Friendſhip of my Neighbours; and 
after ſeme endeavours to no purpoſe, | was with 
a Wile and four Children ſtarv'd out, and went 
to /ondon in purſuit of better Fortune, which was 
in the Year 1734. 

The Day I left Cottenham, I went to take 
my leave of the Doctor and his Lady; lamenting 
my unhappineſs in forfeiting their Favours, which 
1 had ſo extenſively experienc'd; and altho' a bad 
uſe, with no good deſign, was made of ſome Words 
] ſpoke, it could not be thought I ſaid any thing 
with a Deſign to affront them; but ſince it had fo 
unſo1tunately happen'd to rob me of that friend» 
lip, which was my chief Comfort and Support, 
1 had alfo loſt all the reſt of my Friends and Bu- 
ſineſs, and had been ſtarving almoſt two Years, 
and now was going, to Iden. The Doctor an- 
ſxci'd, he was very ſorry it ſo happen'd, and faid, 
Nr. Mafor, if you'll make uſe of my Name in 
Town, or if you want a h ecommendation upon 
any Account, if You, or any Ferton will write, I 
will give you ſuch a one as may be ſerviceable; 
and to convince you, that you have my good wiſhes, 
accept of this as a token of them, (which was a 
Tieſent of. two Guineas,) and I ſhall always be 
glad to hear of your Welfare, and when it may 
fall in your way, deſire you'll call upon me. 

When | came to London, as my Wife's Father 
and Mother had hitherto ſhewn me very ſmall 
friendſhip, a Brother of my Wife's, then a young 

an 
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Man in Leadenha/l-Sreet, was very ready to pro- 
miſe great Things, and at laſt I was to be prefer'd 
to keep a little publick Houſe, to fell fine Ale 
and Punch, in great Garden by White-Chappel, 
and my employ was to keep my Skittle-Ground 
in Order and to fet up the Pinns, when he and his 
worthy Acquaintance knock'd them down, and 
to. wait upon my Gueſts; this did not icliſh: 1 
thought my Birth and Education, intitled me to 
ſomething a little preferable, and having very 

Encouragement, in about three Months I defir'd 
he'd diſpoſe of the Skittles and Frames and other 


Materials, for I muſt apply for ſomcthing better; 
my Wife took a Lodging and work'd plain Work, 


and what ever was in my Power I did to aſſiſt her; 
I went to be ſometime with a Siſter in Hanno— 
ver=8treet, near the Square, (who always was 
ready to fuccour her diftreſs'd Relations, even to 
her own Prejudice, and ſome too have made her 
very bad returns for her kind Succour, ) there 
I continued ſome time, and afterwards (by the 
Advice of Mr. Morriſon, whom | was acquainted 
with at St. John's Colledge Cambridge,) took a 
Lodging near Storecys Gate /# eftminſter, where I 
practis'd Phyſick; Mr. Morriſon and ſome more 
Gentlemen recommending me. I had a Patient, 
one Mrs. Williamſon in Charles-Street St. Fames's, 
this Gentlewoman miſcarry ing in a Fever, and be- 
ing dangerouſly ill, and fearing I ſhould be cenſur d 
in caſe ſhe died, I defir'd a Phyſician might be 
called in, who was no leſs a Man, then Dr. Hol- 
lands; as Dreſs goes a great way to make a Man 
wile, 1 ſtanding in need of ſuch Advantages, was 
oblig d to make the beſt Appearance I could; I 
equip'd myſelf, and in the Evening met the Doctor, 

whom 
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whom I inform'd as to the Nature of her IIIneſs, 
and the Manner 1 had treated her: The Doctor 
comprlaiſantly approv'd of the Medicines I had 
given, but ſaid, that we muſt have now ſome 
regard to the Miſcarriage, which was agreed to, 
and | being the youngeſt Phyſician, preſcrib'd, and 
both ſign'd the Preſcription, and gave it Mr. 
Sankey, her Apothecary; we then both took our 
leave of our Patient, and appointed the next Day 
to meet, which we did to a third Viſit; ſhe mend- 
ing, the Doctor took his leave and left her to my 
Care. Here I muſt own I was under a great deal 
of Confuſion, leaſt the Doctor ſhould diſcover me; 
and I am realy ſurpriz'd, how many have the 
Aſſurance to call themſelves Phyſicians, and prac- 
tice as ſuch, who have no more claim to it than 
myſelf! My Sifter being well acquainted with 
many Perſons of Repute help'd me to ſeveral Pa- 
tients, and Mr. Mirling, an ,pythecary, by Han 
ever -=Square, has many of my Preſcriptions by 
him to this Day, who really believ'd I was a 
Graduate, and as ſuch recommended me; but being 
conicious that I had taken no Degree, nor obtain'd 
the Sanction of any foreign Unzver/ty, J choſe as 
ſoon as poſſible to commence Apothecary again. 
I muſt relate what extream , Pleaſure it was to me, 
when ever I got a ſmall Fee, to carry ſomething 
good to my Wife and Children, and have walk'd 
many a dark Night from JV e/imin/iter to Mile-End, 
tor that Purpoſe. 

I often read the Papers, to ſce if I could meet 
with any Thing offering that I could maintain 
myſelf and Family by, I faw an Advertiſement 
for an Apothecary to take care of the Poor of St. 
Andrew aboye Barrs, and St. Gevr 52 the Alartyr ; 
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told my Friend Mr. Morriſon, I had a mind to 
enquire aſter this Advertiſement, and he went with 
me to the Maſter of that Work-houſe, who was 
my Name-ſake of a good Family out of Gxford- 
ſbire, and I thought we were nearly felated by 
misfortunes. He told me the Particulars, and tho” 
a ſmall Sallery, yet an hardſen e partnient, and a 
good Table was allow'd c, which | thought pre- 
ferable to the uncertain Way I was in. The Maſter 
told me I muſt bring proper Credentials, f:gn'd 
by the Phyſicians and Apothecaries. My Friend 
Morriſon aſſiſting me, I drew vp a Teftimonial, 
which I took to Mr. Hall, then an Apothecary in 
Newgate-Street, but now of Fetber- Lane, who 
was my carly Acquaintance at Ei/0p-Startjurd- 
School, and we were Apprentices both at the tame 
Time in Fenchnrch-Street; tho' T believe 1 had 
not ſeen him for the laſt ten or a dozen Years. He 
was very glad to ſee me; 1 told him, I had a Fa- 
vour to beg, he ask'd me what it was, and any 
thing in his Power he was ready to ſerve me. 
Why Sir, I am come to beg your Intereſt towards 
procuring me a little Place, and then acquainted 
him what it was; he was both ſurpris'd and con- 
cern d, that I ſhould apply for ſo mean an Employ, 
for he heard | was in good Buſineſs in Cambridge- 
ſhire. lis very true, but I have met with fo 
many misfortunes which have reduc'd me to want: 
both Fuſinets and an Home. This I can aſſure you 
Mr. JJ all, | have never done any Thing to for- 
feit my Character, and can produce from every 
corner ſtrong Teſtimonials to certify it, and no one 
ever got any ditcredit by Kecommending me; I 
Then gave him the Paper which 1 had drawn up, 
and he directly went with me to Batſon's Coffees 

Houſe, 
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ceſs. | Mr. , whom 
I had been | told me he 
would the ne, c meeting of the 
Maſter-Warden's Court os Aſſiſtants, and many 
more of the Apothecary's Company, at a Coffee- 
Houſe in Bo- Lane, and would recommend me 
to them; accordingly I met him the next Day, 
and had an additional ſtrong Recommendation 
ſign'd by them. 

As the Time of Election would not be in leſs 
than a fortnight, beſides the Intereſt I made in 
Town, I wrote to Dr. Fleetwood, Dr. Sandys, 
and other Gentlemen of great Eminence at Cam- 
bridge, who directly ſent up Credentials in my 
behalf; Mr. Lewis ſign'd my Paper, as Fellow 
of Jeſus-Culledge in Cambridge, whom I acci- 
dentally met with in Town; Mr. Mall and Mr. 
Morriſon, and ſome other Friends attended the 
Election; and I with my Friends appear'd, and 
produc'd my Papers of Recommendation, which 
were fo ſtrong that I receiv'd the Compliments 
of the Committee, as deſerving ſomething much 
more preferable; but one of the Candidates being 
a Pariſhioner reduc'd, whom they mult have other» 
wiſe maintain'd, they thought proper to chooſe 
him, G The 
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elar'd 
. iim he 
tho. he had 
an Ou: ad would 
be more az, me and told 
me, what Mr. ov. directed me to 
him; and at the ſame ..uc mage me a Preſent, 
which favour I had almoſt forgot: to mention, for 
which, with many other Marks of his Friendſhip 
I thank him. I then went to wait on Mr. $-7-b-7, 
who told me he had lately bought a Shop in 
Hatton-Garden, which was the late Mr. Aſtley's, 
in order to ſecure ſome Families, which us'd to 
employ Mr. Aſiley; but being at too great a diſ- 
tance from his Shop, he could not conveniently 
attend the Buſineſs of both, and he bad put in a 
\ ring: whom he thought: too young to vilit 
atients. We went together to the Shop in Hal- 
ton-Garden, where we covenanted for forty Pounds 
per Annum, with Lodging, Fire, Candle CF, 
every thing but Dict, allowing me what adyan- 
tages I cou'd make in the venercal Practice, and 
five Shillings in the Pound profit for all ſuch 
new Patients as I ſhould bring to the Shop; and 
upon theſe terms I enter'd upon Buſineſs, and 
took a Lodging for my Wife and Children in 
great Kyrby-Street, where we dieted together. 
Mr. Sn-b-u, approying my application to Bu- 
ſineſs, 
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ſineſs, and that the Patients were well ſatisfied 
with my attendance; he in leſs than three Months 
propos d Partnerſhip, and accordingly we articled, 
and for about three Months more we acted as 
Partners; and then he told me I ſhould take the 
Shop upon my own footing, and he would reſerve 
only ſix or eight of the beſt Families, as good 
will for his letting me have the Shop and the 
Buſineſs. I willing to comply with any terms 
ſo as to be enabled to maintain myſelf and Fa- 
mily, we came to a third Agreement, and in leſs 
than ſix Months, I was Journeyman, Partner, and 
Maſter. I was to give him the ſame Price for 
the Shop, Druggs, Medicines, Utenſils, Cc, as 
he gave to Mrs. Alley, notwithſtanding he took 
moſt of the beſt Families from the Shop; which 
I was to attend for nothing, and find them medi- 
cines into the Bargain. He then gave me poſleſ- . 
ſion, and I, for his ſecurity gave him a Bond and 
Judgment, and I was alſo at any Time, when 
he requir'd, to attend the Patients belonging to his 
Shop in Devonſhtire-Street. This was a ſafe Bar- 
gain on his ſide; he was ſure of his Profits, and if I 
made not good my Performance, he had it always 
in his Power to repoſſeſs himſelf. 

The firſt thing that gave me Diſturbance after 
I commenc'd Maſter, was one Parnell, a Carpenter, 
who fitted up my Skittle-Ground in Mile-End: He 
finding I was ſettled, and my Wife's good Brother 
Mr. H--/}, who put me into that new Way of 
Life, and ordered and directed every thing, and 
every thing I left him to make the beſt of, to 
pay the People that had done the Work; did not 
think proper to pay them, and by this Carpenter 
I was without any notice ſued; neither did this 
Ga Brother 
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Brother after I was arreſted, when I apply'd to 
him, and told him upon what terms Mr. A-U-u 
had let me into the Shop; urging, that ſhou'd he hear 
of this unlucky Affair, he wou'd be exaſperated, 
and in order to ſecure himſelf take the Shop from 
me, as he had it in his Power ſo to do. All this 
had no influence upon my Wife's Kind Brother; but 
aſter the expence of Law amounting to as much as 
the Debt, and an Execution approaching, I then 
told Mr. 8-7-b-7 of the Affair, that he might not 
ſuffer from this unkind Uſage of my good Brother 
in Law; and at the fame Time I gave Mr. $S-7- 
6-1 back my Writings, and alſo gave him Poſſeſſion 
of the Shop again: Mr. Su- like a good Friend, 
ſeeing I was likely in a little Time to ſurmount this 
Difficulty, went to the Attorney and gave him 
Satisfaction for the Debt and Charges, and repoſ- 
ſeſs'd me of the Shop and Buſineſs, for which I 
was much oblig'd to him, and thankful. He then 
apply d to all my Wifes good Relations, and deſir'd 
that ten of them would ad vance me five Pounds 
each, and he would farther advance me fifty Pounds 
more, to ſet me above Difficulties, and the better to 
enable me to proſecute the proſperous View I then 
had of well doing, Mr. SC-u-b- A with my Friend Mr. 
Wall, prevail'd upon two or three of them to meet 
us at the Sa/utation Tavern, upon Holborn-Bridge, 
but nothing could we get them to Advance; in 
ſhort, theſe unkind People thought Mr. $-1-b-7 had 
1 gh already done ſo much, that he muſt do more, or 
63 he would be a very great Sufferer. This their baſe 


"4 308 way of thinking, was enough to exaſperate the 
41 moſt ſtedfaſt Friend; but notwithſtanding the 
| 1 ſlights of my Relations, that were ſufficient to weak- 
OF: en the ſtrongeſt Inclination of Strangers, yet Mr, 
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Cb was ſo good as to join with me to borrow 
fiity Pounds, to pay this unlucky demand of Debt 
and Charges of the e Carpenter for Skittle Frames &c, 


and to tupply my further Wants. As I had now 


taken the HNHouſe upon a long Leaſe at thirty Pounds 

'r Ann. and wanted ſome Furniture, having got 
my Family Home to me in Hatton-Garden, and 
labouring under great V iſad vantages in ſuch ſtraight 
Circumitances with a large Family, yet went on 
very well, by renewing ſome old Acquaintance, and 
getting ſome new, I added very much to my Buſi- 
neſs and lived in good Reputation. In about a Year 
after 1 had been ſettled in Hatton-Garden, there 
became a Vacancy for an Apothecary to take Carcof 


the Poor in Shoe Lane Workhouſe belonging to St. 


Andrew's, Hulborn, for a certain Salary of thirty 
Pound per Ann. but the venereal Patients, and 
ſome out Patients beſides, were ſeperately paid for, 
which made it amount to near as much more, and 
being concern'd for a Pariſh in a publick Capacity, 
was a good introduCtion to better buſineſs. 

Mr. Harris an eminent and wealthy Apothe- 
cary, was that year Maſter of our Company, and 
being a Gentleman of great Influence in St. An- 
drew's Pariſh, to whom I apply'd, by my good 
Friend Mr. Mall, who at that time was Partner 
with Mr. Harris, made intereſt in my behalf. I 
was alſo greatly obliged for Mr. Barton's favours 
upon this Account; and by the Intereſt of theſe 
Gentlemen, I was choſe, and continu'd Apothe- 
cary to their Poor, as long as I liv'd in their Pariſh. 

M. $S-n-b-7, as ſoon as I was elected Apothe- 
cary to this Work-houſe, was ſo good as to offer 
me one of his Apprentices, till I could get one of my 
own, to faye me the Expence of a Journeyman, 
which 
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which would be helpful to me, and advantageous 
to the young Man, by ſeeing a great deal of publick 
Practice, whereby Youth may be improv'd. This 
piece of Friendſhip I ſuſpected was more the deſire of 
Mr. §-n-b-u than myſelf (as the young Vian might 
have an Opportunity of giving his Maſter an ac- 
count of my Proceedings; as the Brother was lately 
dead, who was there for the ſame Purpoſe, but if 

J was ſure that was the View, I think as Mr.“ 
Cub. was ſo largely concern'd he ought to have 
all the Satisfaction he required) I thank'd him, 
and accepted his Offer, as I was conſcious, what 
Information might be given, wou'd rather prove to 
my Advantage than otherwiſe, as I had nothing 
cou'd hurt me, unleſs a Repreſentation of my 
Wife's reſractory Temper, which he already knew, 
and has often ſaid, if I got 100 Pounds per Ann. her 
Behaviour wou'd ruin me. I continu'd on my Bu- 
ſineſs very well, this being the third Year, and 
tho' he ſeem'd to be my Friend he was of a very 
unſettled Temper, and J had enough to do to pleaſe 
him; and really think it wrong Judgment of any 
one to lay too much Reſtraint upon Perſons who 
are under Obligations, when after three or four Years 
Probation, they meet with no cauſe of Suſpicion, 
it only makes Favours have an unpleaſant Reliſh. 
Such was his Behaviour to me upon going to ſee 
my Wife, who after a Fever was gone to Abridge 
in E/ex for a little Air as I ſhall relate. I went one 
Afternoon, when my Buſineſs was taken care of, to 
ſee her, and ſtaid till the next Evening, and upon 
my return Home, I found Mr, &-1-b-» in my 
Houfe who told me he had taken Poſſeſſion, and 


| ſhould keep it, ſince I went out upon Pleaſure and 


ſtaid all Night; I expoſtulated the Matter with 
- him, 
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him, and told him I could not think he was in 
carneſt ; but he inſiſted upon it, then Sir I tell you I 
am not to be turn'd out after this Manner, and if you are 
in earneſt, you ſhould have come with a legal Au- 
thority, and not at this time of Night to bid me 
turn out as if I was your Footman; he finding 
this would not do, alter'd his Tone, and ſaid he 
had no other deſign than to afright me; I did not like 
the Jeſt, but what had that very Day irritated him, 
was, Mr. Goodwin ( whoſe Family I had attended, 
and found .in Medicines almoſt three Years, ) had 
told him he underſtood that I was not acting 
for myſelf, but for him; and if that was the Caſe, 
he ſhould employ an Apothecary of his own chooſ- 
ing, unleſs he cou'd employ me ſolely, and by this 
declaration of Mr. Goodwn's, I had him after- 
wards for my own proper Patient. | 
Soon after this, Mr. 8-7-b-7 came one Mornin 
in a wonderful good Temper, and told me, there 
was ſomething happen'd that would be a Chariot 
for me, I ask'd him what that could be, he ſaid 
tis a Secret yet, and only known by the Commit- 
tee (of which 'm one) and I am come to tell you 
that you may be ſoon enough in your Application; 
and you'll certainly have it, upon the Recommen- 
dation you before brought, and they all allow you 
to be the moſt fit Man, and my Brother and I with 
ſeveral more will make all the Intereſt we can for 
you; but pray Sir what is it? Why he reply'd, 
the Apothecary who was choſe when you before 
offer'd yourſelf to look after the Poor in Grays- 
Inn-Lane Work-honſe, is not capable of taking 
Care of the Poor, and the Gentlemen are deter- 
min'd to farm it, and will give a Salary of one- hun- 
dred Pounds per Ann. to a Man they ſhall approve; 


and 
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and then he gave me a Liit of the Committee, 
and bid me loſe no time; I went directly to con- 
ſult that worthy Gentleman Mr. Barton, who 
readily viſited ſome and wrote to others in my 
behalf, I apply'd to every Man of them, and 
moſt of them I knew; and I met with as much 
Encouragement as I could wiſh for: To make ſhort 
of it, I met with ſo many promiſes that I thought 
myſelf quite ſafe; Mr. 8-7-b-7, had us'd to call 
once, or twice a Day, to know my Succeſs, and 
I gave him a particular Account, which he ſeem'd 
greatly pleas'd with: the next Day when he 
came, he told me who beſides were making intereſt, 
T think no leſs than fix; but he ſaid none can 
hurt you, unleſs two ſhould join and one decline 
at the Election in favour of the other, and I think 
the better to ſecure your Intereſt, will be for me 
to make what Intereſt I can, as for myſelf; and 
when the Election comes on, I will reſign in your 
Favour; this I lik'd much, and he ſet off in mak- 
ing intereſt for himſelf; which in fact 1 found he 
had been doing all the while, under pretence of 
ſerving me, as the ſequel will make appear: I 
ſtuck very cloſe to my Friends, and one of them 
told me the next Morning Mr. Su- had been 
with him for his Vote; yes faid I to him, that's 
all the ſame, Mr. 8-7-b-7 does that to leſſen the 
Strength of my Opponents. 

I had acquainted the Committee of that Work- 
houſe in Shoe-Lane, I was then employ'd by, of 
my deſign; and every one promis'd me their 
beſt Endeayours to ſerve me, and ordered a Teſti- 
monial of my Care, Diligence and Succeſs, to be 
drawn up, and very ſtrongly ſet forth, which they 
all ſign'd to be deliver'd at the Day of Election, 

which 
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which time being come, I got my Friends together 
at the Kpng's- Head-Tavern, near Middle-Row 


Holborn, and no ſooner had I fat down, but the; 


Drawer told me, a Gentleman in the Yard wanted 
to ſpeak with me; and who ſhould it be? but Mr. 
$-11-b-n, J let him know I had got my Friends 
with me; which were ready to vote: He then told 
me he thought it would be moſt adviſeable for me 
to decline in favour of him, and if he was choſe, 
he wou'd directly transfer it to me; ſaying, as 
he had liv'd ſo many Years in reputation in the 
Pariſh, and had been of the Committee for ſeveral 
Years; that ſhould I carry my Election ſince he 
had apply'd, it wou'd make him look little; and 
he only wanted the Credit of being Elected, and 
if he did keep it half a Year, or a Year at the 
fartheſt, he then would reſign it to me; I told 
him he greatly ſurpris'd me; nevertheleſs, if 
Friends in the Room advis'd me, I would do it; 
but if they did not, and ſhould J, (after giving 
them ſo much trouble) decline ſtanding, and ever 
after apply to them, no one wou'd ſerve me; and 
deſir'd he'd go into the Room and conſult them; 
which he refus'd, and then he began to be in a 
Paſſion, and told me he ſhould inſiſt upon it; adding, 
I was in his Power and if I did not I muſt 
take what follow'd, and leſt me in the utmoſt 
Confuſion. 

I directly acquainted my Friends what had 
paſs'd, who to a Man inſiſted upon my ſtanding 
the Election, and advis'd me to let Mr. Barton 
know what had happen'd; which I did, and he 
thought. it a piece of cruel, unfair treatment; and 
inſiſted upon my ſtanding the Election, and ſent 
the Beadle of $hoe- Lane Liberty, with my Re- 
| H commen- 
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commendation to the Committee; and he was fo 
good as to attend himſelf in my behalf; I told 
Mr. Barton what obligations I was under to Mr. 
$-11-b-n, in whole Fower it was to deſtroy me, 
which he had given me tome reaſons to think he 
would do; nevertheleſs go I muſt, and fo ] did; I 
call'd on my Friends whom I leſt at the King $= 
Head, and they went with me to vote. 

As ſoon as I, with my Friends, came to the Work- 
Houſe, Mr. $-1-b-n met me in the Yard, I told 
him I was very ſorry to do any thing contrary to 
his commands, but Mr. Barton and the Gentle- 
men of the Committce of S$hoe- Lane orb, 
had ſent a Recommendation by the Beadle, and 
ordered me to attend; he in anger anſwered, you 
do this in oppoſition to me, and you muſt expect 
the conſequence. Fearing I ſhould carry my Elcc- 
tion; a Queſtion was put (I will not ſay by whom) 
whether or no, I had the fame pretenſions to be 
a Candidate, as an Apothecary who liv'd in that 
Liberty. *Tis to be obſerv'd, that this great Pa- 
riſh of St. Andrew's, Holborn, is divided into three 
diſtinct Liberties, and has three ſeperate Work- 
Houſes (vi, this in /ittle Grays-Inn-Lane, ano- 
ther on Saffron-Hi!l, and the other in Shove-Lane, 
and every diſtinct Liberty maintains the Poor of 
that Liberty; ſo that each Pariſh has different 
Committees, and Officers to each Work-houſe: 
And upon this Queſtion, a warm debate aroſe, 
which poſtpon'd the Election a fortnight. 

My juſtly eſteem'd Friend Mr. Barton, and the 
reſt of the Gentlemen, my well wiſhers, ad viſed 
me to take an Houſe, and fit up a Shop in that 
Liberty; which I did, and ſent a Bed, and other 
Goods, and either my Apprentice or my other 
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Man lay there, and when J could not be at that 
Shop, one of my Servants was. This my Friend 
$-n-b=1 perceiving, and as a proof of what I might 
jiarther cxped, came to me and inſiſted upon my 
taking up the Bond we borrow'd the tiſty Pounds 
upon, as ſome part of it was unpaid; which by 
the Aſſiſtance of good Mr. Barton, I paid the 
remainder and continu'd my application for the 
next Election; at which time I met Mr. S-n-6-7 
again, who told me he found J was reſolv'd to 
oppoſe him, but he would make me a ſuitable return. 
The Point being again debated, who had a right 
to ſtand Candidates; I was admitted as ſuch, by a 
great Majority; 1 being call'd in, told the Gentle- 
men, I had once before offer'd to ſerve them by 
being in the Houſe, and the Reaſon I repeated my 
Solicitations this time was ſolely owing to Mr. 
Ku- who gave me the firſt intelligence of their 
intending to ſarm it, and who alto at the fame 
time gave me a Liſt of this honourable Com- 
mittee, to whom (before this time) I was recom- 
mended in ſuch ſtrong terms which engag'd me 
the Favours of Mr. S$-n-b-n, who had (till this 
unhappy difference) given me great reaſon to be- 
lieve him my ſincere Friend, and J had in ti1is as 
well as in every other tranſaction, ſince I firſt knew 
him, acted with ftri conformity to his Will; and 
never had any thoughts of giving you Gentlemen 
farther trouble upon this Account, had not Nr. 
Su- b- (under a pretence of Friendſhip came and 
advis'd me to it; when at the fame time he pro- 
mis'd me all the Intereſt in his Power; but he 
finding the Encouragement I met with, from moſt 
of you Gentlemen here preſent, he (in about a 
Week after I had made my Application) came and 
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told me nothing could prevent my Succeſs; unleſs 
any other two Candidates, ſhould transfer the 
Intereſt of one to the other; in order the better to 
guard againſt this, he told me he would make 
intereſt for himſelf, as he was ſenſible he could 
attain ſome particular Votes that I could not; and 
accordingly this was agreed to, by us both; and 
every Day we ſaw each other to make known our 
Succels, till about two hours before the laſt meet- 


ing of this honourable Committee, Mr. $-17-b-7 


came to me at the Kyng's-Head-Tavern in Hol- 
born, where I had met my Friends in order to 
proceed to the Election; but I was ſoon call'd to 
Mr. 8-1-b-1, whom I was very glad to ſce, ima- 
gining he was come according to promiſe to join 
me with his Friends: He then told me, he thought 
it moſt adviſeable that I ſhould decline in his 
Favour, that he might be elected, who had liv'd 
to long in this Liberty, and 1 had been ſo little 
a time in the Pariſh. He ſaid it would be a diſ- 
credit to him, ſhould I be choſe and he not, aſſur- 
ing me at the ſame time, that was his only reaſon 
for ſtanding, and that if he was elected, he would 
not long keep it, but transfer it to me; I was 
{urpriz'd at this ſudden turn of mind, and told 
him that in my opinion 1 was the moſt likely 
to be choſen; on this conſideration, as the Gentle- 
men knew him to be a Man of Fortune, with 
good Buſineſs and no Children; and as he was 
pleas'd to ſay it would be a Chariot tor me; 1 
ſaid to him you have one already, and I appre- 
hend my being in low Circumſtances, with a large 
Family, confiiting of ſix Children, beſides myſelf 
Wife and Servants, all fupported by my Induſtry : 


And urged that theſe Conſiderations may prove 
Motives 
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Motives with theſe worthy Gentlemen, as I ho 

they do; I further. urged to Mr. $-7-b-1,, that I 
ſhould ute my Friends with diſreſpect was I to 
{light their Favours, and ſhould (hereafter) any 
thing offer, I could then expect no favour; but if 
my Friends who are hear ready to vote for me, they 
will content to it, in obedience to your Commands, 
J will readily do it; and deſir'd he'd go into the 
Room to them to know their pleaſure, which Mr. 


$-n-b-n reſus'd, and parted with me in anger. I. 


directly told my Friends what had pals'd betwixt 


us, who all inſiſted upon my ſtanding, and advis'd ' 


me to acquaint Mr. Barton, whom I did, and he 


was of the ſame opinion, and it is in compliance 


with their Commands I now offer myſelf before 
you; and 1 ſhould with the utmoſt unwillingneſs 
oppoſe Mr. $-n-b-7 in any other caſe, as Iam ſo much 
in his Power, but in this I'm oblig'd; and I have 
alrcady receiv'd an carneſt of, and have farther 
expectations of his ſeverity, from what he ſaid to 
me juſt now in the Yard. And then I told the Gen- 
tlemen the nature of theſe Obligations, and further 
laid to them, ſhould it be your pleaſure, Gentlemen, 
ſrom the recommendation of my Friends, the nar- 
rowneſs of my Circumſtances, the largeneſs of my 
Family, and my deſire to maintain them, with 
other unhappy Circumſtances I have related; I ſay, 
ſhould theſe excite your compaſſion and induce 
you to make me Apothecary to this Houſe, I ſhall 


not only do my Duty as ſuch, but ſhall to my 


laſt hour, bear a grateful remembrance of your 
Goodneſs, and in order to prevent my threatning 


deſtruction, I deſire not to receive one Penny of 


my Salary ; but as it becomes due it may be paid 
to Mr. $-7-b-7, which 1 hope he'll accept as a 
ſuffi- 
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ſufficient Security for the remains of what is due 
to him; I then made my Obedience and withdrew. 

The Gentlemen then proceeded to an Election, 
and agreeable to an old Froverb; while two Dov: 
are fighting for a Bone, comes a third and rut: 
away with it. For this unlucky Diviſion mace 
an opening for another to ſucceed; and they choſe 
Mr. S$mith/man, an eminent Apothecary in [e001 
ſhire-fireet; who is Apothecary to this Day, and 
this Election was in the Year 738. 

Thus diſappointed of my hopes, and Gepriv'd 
not only of my Friend, but now he Was com- 
menc'd the reverſe; yet he thought an immediate 
Execution of his diſpleaſure would be look'd upon 
as revenge. I was now by a cloſe adherence to 
that Buſineſs I had, making what Proviſion | 
could in order to make him another payment againi! 
Chriſtmas; which he promis'd to accept when | 
pay'd the Bond off about Nichae!mas; but about 
two Months after on a Saturday Night, he hat 
ordered his Nephew (who was then my Apprentice! 
to let him Know when | was at home; he wa: 
then waiting for me, with two Bailifls, with a Writ to 
ſend me to Goal, and an Execution againſt my 
Effects, and as ſoon as I came in, my Apprentice 
(Judas like) went and betrayed his Maſter : Put 
providentially, whilſt he was gone to fetch hi 
Uncle and the Bailiffs, I was ſent for to Mackrel!'s- 
Coffec-Honſe in Bartlett's-Buildings, which is in 
the City Liberty, and Hatton-Gorden is in Nich 
dleſex; my other Man more truſty, (tho' to him 
he had made ſome overtures to prove falſe;) can 
and told me Mr, $--b-z with two Bailiffs were 
in the Houſe, and had taken Poſſeſſion, and they 


wanted me very much. I bid him go home anc 
tcl 
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tell his Miſtreſs not to be frighted, and about twelve 
or one o Clock I would come, as I knew then they 
could not execute a Warrant of Arreſt; I went firſt to 
in: | Vir. Jones an Attorney, and told him what had 
ic | bappen'd, ind he gave me great hopes by his 
& Þ aſſurances of Friendſhip, which ſhall be hereafter 
„- þ explain'd. And about one or two o'Clock on Sun- 
1d © day Morning I went home, and found theſe two 

Bailifis in Poſſeſſion, and as this was on Chriſtmas- 
"4 Eve, I told them as they were come to keep 
m- | Chriſtmas with me, I would give them the beſt 


ate | Entertainment in my Power, and order'd them a 
on gcod Piece of roaſt Beef and a plumb Pudding for 
to | Pinner, and gave them as much ſtrong Beer and 


1 F Punch as they would drink, telling them as I could 
nit | only have the Pleaſure of their Company that 
11 Day with ſafety, I ſhould make them welcome, 
out but they muſt excuſe my ſceing them the next 


nad ! Day; I had got them to ſuch a Pitch that one of 


ice) ! them faid, God bleſs you Maſter, I am ſorry for 
was this misfortune, but if we ſhould ſee you to-mor= 
tro row it may be worſe; I thank'd them, and leaving 
my them merry, and what Liquor they would drink, 
tice l went to Mr. Jones, and ſent him to Mr. $-1-b-n, 
Bur to know if he would take the Men out of Poſſeſ- 
is # fion, or what other Terms he would come to; who 
/'s- anſwer'd, he would hear of nothing, but all his 
Demands with Charges. I found nothing but my 
Deſtruction was aim'd at, and deftroy'd I was. I 


went to acquaint my Wife's Relations of this 
ame ! Affair, but could obtain no fedreſs from them; 
were indeed her Brother came with me to my Lawyer, 
they Who ſaid he'd ſoon make Mr. S-u-b- M glad to come 
ant to terms; I went to my Landlord Mr. Berkley on 


Lndeate-Hill, to acquaint him with what had 
happen'd 
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happen'd, that he might ſeize for half a years Rent, 
which was all I owed him. 

I return'd home and found my Chriſtmas viſiters 
very merry; we ſupp'd together, and afterwards 
took a chearful Glaſs, and my Gueſts drank ſo 
freely that they were obliged to be aſſiſted in get- 
ting to bed, and I return'd to my Lodgings in 
Crutched- Fryers: Mr. Jones with ſome other aſſiſt- 
ance, whilſt theſe Gentlemen were taking their 
repoſe moy'd moſt of the beft Goods to his Houſe, 
in hopes it would be a Means of bringing Mr. 
8-7-b-n into better Terms: Altho' theſe Goods 
were remov'd off the Premiſſes, to prevent being 


fold by the Sheriff's Officers, no part of them were | 


diſpoſed of; but as toon as the Commiſſion was 
taken out they were all brought back and taken 
an Account of. The Shop remain'd, which the 
Landlord ſeiz'd for his Rent. 

The next Morning the Sheriff's Officer came to 
ſee after his two Bumms who had the effects of 
yeſterdays regale in their Heads and knew nothing 
of the matter till the Officer told them, who drew 
his Hanger and ſwore he'd demoliſh them; but the 
Goods being remoy'd before an Inventory was 
made, the Officers eſcap'd being liable, and what 
was left did little more than pay the Rent. Mr. 
&-n-b-n, being inform'd what had happen d. 
threatned the Officer very hard, but he came in- 
to no trouble. Yet after all this, he'd come to 
no reaſonable Terms; it was not the Money he 
wanted ſo much, as to gratifie a piece of Revenge | 
fear: But as the Goods were gone and the Shop 
ſeiz d for Rent, 'twas not worth while keeping theſe 
Men in Poſſeſſion, ſo they were ſoon diſcharg'd. 

As Mr. $-n-b-1, would come yet to no agree- 
ment, 
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ment, that was in my Power to make by the Ad- 
viſe of my Friends, in order to prevent my total 
Deſtruction; I acquainted my Creditors, which were 
not many, with my preſent unhappy Situation, and 
it was their Opinion, the moſt effectual Way to 
prevent my entire Ruin, and to free me from fu- 
ture Perſecution, would be taking out a Commiſſion 
of Bankruptcy. And that moſt juſtly eſteem'd 
Gentleman, who a little before aſſiſted me in paying 
the Bond upon the firſt Breach betwixt Mr. $-1- 
b-n and myſelf, was ſo good (with others that 
knew my hard treatment) to be my petitioning 
Creditors; and accordingly a Commiſſion was taken 
out; and I agrecable to my Summons ſurrenderd 
myſelf to the Commiſſioners, and the Goods before 
remov'd were all brought back and deliver'd for 
the Uſe of my Creditors; and according to the 
Appointments of the Commiſſioners, I met them 
at Guild-Hall, and made a true diſcovery of 
my Effects, book Debts, Sc. And at laſt I 
got through this long, tedious, expenſive Trouble ; 
and my Certificate was ſign'd, and I ſet off 
again. Altho' this was a moſt effectual Means to 
prevent the deſign of Cruelty and Revenge; yet 
it was attended with moſt unhappy Conſequences; 
for firſt, during the time I was oblig'd to be abſent 
from buſineſs, I muſt incvitably looſe part of it, 
and when I began again I had not Six-pence to 
ſet off with; and thoſe who had loſt Money by 
me, I could expect no credit from; and after 


| ſuch an Odium as being a Bankrupt, I could 


neither get credit for a Loaf, or any thing to keep 
us a-live with; my Wife's Relations (who knew 
I was by this Commiſſion clear'd) yet would not 
adyance one Farthing to enable me to proſecute 
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my Buſineſs. I was oblig'd to call in the Demands 
of my own Relations, being put to it, to prove 
myſelf in debt ſufficient to obtain a Commiſſion, 
for a Man muſt owe one-hundred Pounds to one 
Perſon, or one-hundred and fifty Pounds to two, or 
he muſt owe two-hundred Pounds in the whole, 
and it ſignifies nothing if he owes it to two-hundred 
Perſons; which ſhews that after all the viſſicitudes 
of this Life, with a large Family I was put to it, 
to muſter up demands to that amount; which was 
an Evidence I had not in all my difficulties run 
greatly into debt; and to ſuffer the ſame Reproach, 
and to be at the ſame Expence for a trifle, as for 
twenty-thouſand Pounds, I look upon it wrong 
judgment for any Man to become a Bankrupt for 
{mall Sums; for my Debts and Effects amounted 
to little more than paid the Expences: And I ſuf- 
fered in my Reputation, loſt my Buſineſs, and had 
not a Penny to help myſelf with; and my good 
Wife's kind Relations, who were Sun-ſhine Friends, 
did not only rcfuſe me aſſiſtance, but afterwards 
they never ſo much as employ'd me; and my 
Landlord ſeeing I was ſo reduc'd, oblig'd me to 
give him an Order to receive the Salary of the 
Work-houſe, as it became due, for ſatisfaction of 
his Rent; and to ſupply the Demands of a Family, 
thoſe few Perſons which did employ me, I was 
oblig'd to preſs for Money ſooner then moſt Folks 
like; and often to prevent our ſtarving, I have not 
only been forc'd to borrow Money upon my Goods, 
but ſrequently upon my Cloaths too. 

I have impartially related what paſt betwixt Mi. 
Suu and myſclf, from our firſt Engagement to 
our laſt, and the bad Conſequences which have 
enſu'd, and I leave the unprejudic'd to form what 

Judgment 
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Judgment he pleaſeth. The former part of his 
Treatment moſt evidently had the appearance of 
Friendſhip and Charity, bur the latter {eems quite 
the reverſe; and what could be his motives at firſt? I 
hope not a regard altogether to his own intereſt, 
any more, than the laſt was owing to reſentment: 
I would rather believe them to ariſe from the un- 
kind Uſage of my Wife's Relations, and her vio- 
lent Imprudence, which he oſten told me, he fear'd 
would be my ruin; but I ſhall ſay no more upon 
this Subject, as I can't anſwer for myſelf, what in 
the ſame Circumſtances I ſhould have done; only 
this, was it to come over again | would give it 
up, as 1 had receiv'd ſuch favours, and I would 
have truſted to his honour which I ſhould have 
done at that time; wou'd my Friends have given 
me leave. But upon the Whole, as things were 
thus unhappily conducted, we were both great 
ſufferers, which was ſolely owing to his raſh Treat- 
ment. But after all that has happen'd, I fill will 
ſubmit to the Character he will at this Day give 
me; and as for the Favours he did me I heartily 
thank him, and for the ill Ufage, if he fo deſign'd 
it, I ſincerely forgive him; and what he hath ſuf- 
fer'd by ſuch raſh treatment, J am greatly con- 
cern'd at, and with the moſt unfeigned Sincerity 
wiſh him all the happineſs he can wiſh himſelf; 
and I hope he in return forgives me. 

Now to return; being thus reduc'd, T made 
known my diſtreſſes to Mr. I eſtævood, an eminent 
and worthy Apothecary in Fenchurch- Buildings, 
whoſe Compaſſion ſoon engaged him to ſhew me 
proofs of his Pity, and who was fo kind amongſt 
the fraternity and others of his Acquaintance, with 
the Adyice and Recommendation of Mr. Barton, 
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whom with the utmoſt ſenſe of Gratitude, I can't 
too often mention, raiſed me a Purſe of thirty 
Pounds; and 1 ſhall be guilty of ingratitude, was 
I to forget the bounty of my School-fellow, Sir 
Milliam Calvert, who largely contributed; as alto 
another worthy Gentleman, who is an ornament to 


our Profeſſion, George Garnier E/q; who was not 


only very bountiful in his Contributions, bur 
frequently treated me with great humanity and 
compaſſion. Mr. We//wood, with part of this 
Money, redeem'd my Goods and Cloaths, paid 
ſome few ſmall debts, and repleniſh'd my Shop, 
and put me into a better Condition to attend bu- 
ſineſs; tho' aſter the fatal Bankruptcy I had very 
little to attend; this was in the Year 1739. 

About this time my Family were afflicted with 
the Small-pox, of which I buried two Children, 
and ſoon after one of Convulſions, and a little time 
aſter that, I buried a Daughter of a eleven or twelve 
Years of Age, and while I liv'd in Hatton— 
Garden, four; and had as many born: But one of 
my greateſt troubles was the death of my eldeſt 
Daughter, and to add to it, the Day ſhe lay a 
dying, my Landlord ſeiz'd for rent, and took an 
account of the Bed and Bedding ſhe lay upon, 
which ſhe was ſenſibly affected with and died in 
a few hours after. With theſe great troubles and 
ſtraight circumſtances I ſtruggled near two Years, 
when the Work-houſe was my chief Buſineſs and 
that was engag'd for rent. 

I muſt take Notice that many Temptations are 
offer'd by a ſet of wicked artful Villains to Perſons 
in diftreſs'd Circumſtances: Theſe Sharpers make 
it their buſineſs to find out Perſons who are by 


adyerſe Fortunes reduc'd to poyerty, and we <4 
under 
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under pretence of ſerving ſuch unfortunate, make 
a property of them; I ſhall relate an inſtance or 
two of ſuch Practices, to guard People in diſtreſs 
from being made more ſo by this Sort of Impoſtors. 
There was one Jebn A=, a reduc'd Tradeſ- 
man, being afterwards put to his Wits to live, 
took up a Trade of ditcounting Notes, for which 
he recciv'd Premiums This Man being one Day 
at the Magpye, at Hilborn- bridge, and hearing 
me talking with my Landlord, enquir'd who I 
was, and the next time I came to the Houſe he 
introduc'd himſelf into my Company, and began 
with ſaying, how ſorry he was for my late misfor- 
tunes, when 1 was before in ſo good a Way, but added 
it was not my caſe alone, for he had ſhar'd the ſame 
Fate; but now was in a comfortable Way of Liv- 
ing, and his buſineſs was to help People in diſtreſs, 
by aſſiſting them with ſmall Sums, and if they 
kept their payment need never be put to it, &c. 
As my preſſing neceſſity was urgent; and I un- 
willing to ſink, and ready to catch at every twigg, 
made me liſten the more to this Fellow; who told 


me, altho' I had met with misfortunes, as I was 


not in debt, and had preſerv'd a good Character, 
he'd engage to get me ten or twenty Pounds upon 
my Note, for a ſmall diſcount; I told him I greatly 
queſtion it; yes he ſaid, if I would give him a 
Note payable in three or four months for ten 
Pounds, he'd bring me the Money in a day or 
two; accordingly I gave him a Note. The next 
morning he called upon me, to appoint my meet- 


ing him at the ſame Houſe, at one o Clock, where 


the Perſon who was to advance the Money would 
be. At the time fixt I went, where I found him, 
but no one elle; it being dinner time he thought 
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a Beef-ſtake would be very ſuitable to his Friend, 
who was coming with the Money; 1 ordered it 
to be got ready, and as ſoon as it was, he was 
as ready for it, not waiting for his Friend, who 
he believ'd by ſtaying ſo long would dine firſt; 
and after waſhing his Dinner down with as much 
Beer as he could drink, thought ſomething might 
have diſappointed his coming then; but he'd ſee 
him that night to know the Reaſon and to be 


certain when and where we ſhould meet, and 


would let me know in the morning. The next 
morning he came with a Brother ſharper with him, 
who wanted me to accept of a Draught for twenty 
Pounds, which he was to buy Goods with; this offer 
I abſolutely refus'd, and after theſe Gentlemen had 
taken a Glaſs or two each of Cinnamon- Water, I 
was to meet them about noon at the Elephant with- 
out Temple- Bar, when he had ſome Pork-chops dreſt 
for him and his Friend, who never came, but aſter 
ſtaying as long as he thought fit, he would go 
to ſee for him whom he never found. The next 
day I was ſure to ſee him with ſome excuſe, and 
in the evening the Perſon would without fail be 
with the Money at the Heath-Cuck in the Strand, 
where I met him, and to as much purpoſe as be- 
fore; ſometimes he'd bring a ſhabby genteel young 
Fellow, whom he call'd 'Squire, and who was 
the next Week to receive ſome rent out of the 
Country, and if I wanted fifty Pounds I ſhould 
have it, and upon my own Note, and for what 
time I pleas'd; then he and his Squire were to 
dine with me on the following Sunday, and ſettle 
the time of meeting him, which 1 did. I ſoon 
diſcover'd the game this Fellow was playing, and 
ſince I had been ſo much impos'd an, I _— 
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I would let him go on a little longer, and was 


oblig'd ſo to do that I might get my Note of 


him again. I met him ſeveral times after, when 
I had no expectations of Money, but to get him 
into a humour to give me my Note: At laſt I 
told him I found my credit was not good enough 
to borrow money; I deſir'd he'd return the Note, 
and for what pains he had taken to ſerve me I 
would make him a proper return, and give his 


* 


Wife a Bottle of Wormwood Water, as ſhe had 


before many a comfortable Cordial; he ſaid he 
was reſolved to ſerve me, and defir'd I would have 
a little Patience, which indeed I was forc'd to, by 
complying with more meetings juſt to the ſame 
purpoſe, as many before I had given him; only 
about a month before my Note was due, by 
many more repeated entertainments I got my Note 
again: Altho' I knew this Fellow's Villany, I 
was oblig'd to meet him when and where he pleas'd, 
and to treat him with what he'd cat and drink, 
to get out of his Clutches. I no ſooner diſcover'd 


his Intentions, but I ſet down every day, what 


I paid for his cating and drinking and whereat, 
with the Drams and Medicines for himſelf, Wife, 
and ſhabby Companions, to the Amount of three 
Pounds ten Shillings; and ſome little time after 
T had got my Note, when he was hugging him- 
Klt with the thoughts of what he had made of 
me, I arreſted him and recover'd every Farthing 
beſides Coſts; and I wiſh others would ſerve ſuc 
ſharping Villains the ſame Sauce. | 
Another ſet are upon the Hibernian Eftabliſh- 
ment of Fortune hunting; one of theſe Gentlemen 
came to me with a Purſe of twenty Guineas, to let 
him lodge at my Houſe for a Fortnight, and to 
give 
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give him a Character, being about to marry a La- 
dy of Fortune, which I abſolutely refuted with 
diſdain. | 

A dreſt up, middle aged Woman, came as an 
apothecary's Widow out of oll, as ſhe pretended, 
to get a Place in ſome Gentleman's Family, and 
had heard of one; but as ſhe was a ſtranger in 
Town, wanted a Character, and if I would be ſo 
kind to give her one, ſhe wou'd give me five 
Guineas; this Woman I at once judg'd wanted to 


get into ſome Family to rob them; I threatn'd her 


as ſuch, wondering at her impudence, turn'd her 
out of Doors and heard no more of the Widow. 

Adding to my Diſtreſſes, I found Poverty had not 
only laid me open to want and reproach, but 
I was beſet with ſuch Temptations I was re- 
ſolv'd to remove from; for what with the Hard- 
ſhips I underwent, and the coolneſs I met with 
from Perions I was once in eſtcem by, and alſo 
ſlighted by my Wife's Relations and others, who 
ought to have ſtrove to alleviate the cares and dith- 
culties I was ſtruggling with; theſe things were too 
hard to bare! 

Upon reading the account of Mr. Dre//er's Death, 
who was an Apothecaryof good Buſineſs in Cambridge, 
I went to Dr. Mead, (whoſe Favours I ſhall ever 
gratefully acknowledge )and told him what a miſera- 
ble Situation I was reduc'd to, and that when a 
man's Character is once ſlur'd, it was ſeldom or ne- 
ver he could (eſpecially in diſtreſs'd Circumſtances ) 
make any thing of it afterwards in the ſame Neigh- 
bourhood; and as there was a vacancy at Cambridge, 
there I would willingly go, if I could accompliſh 
it, in hopes of better Fortune: The Dr. readily ſaid 
he would write to Dr. Bent/y, and ſome other Gen- 
| tlemen, 
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tlemen, and do me all the ſervice in his Power, 
which accordingly he did; I then acquainted Mr. 
Barton, Mr. Garner, Mr. J e/twood, and many 
more Friends, of my intention, who advis'd me to 
it, ſince after ſuch cruel Treatment I was not like- 
ly to ſucceed in Hatton- Garen, and upon this oc- 
caſion Mr. Garnier was ſo kind as to renew his c“ a- 
ritable Aſſiſtance; and in the Year 1740, IT went io 
Cambridge, with Letters of Recommendation to Dr. 
Bently, and ſeveral more Gentlemen. 

When I came to Cambridge Mrs. Dreſſer had 
fold her Shop, and let the Houſe to one Mr, 
Pyke, an eminent Surgeon and Apothecary at Lejgh- 
ton Buzard in Bedfordſhire, (of whom I ſhall 
ſpeak with that juſtice and regard which is due to 
him). But the reception I met with from Dr. 
Bently, and the encouragement I recciv'd from 
many Gentlemen in the Univerſity, Town, and 
County, upon my waiting on them, with Teſti- 
monials from Dr. Mead, Dr. Schomberg, Dr. Horſe- 
man, Mr. Barton, and many more Gentlemen of 
great eminence, Mr. Pyke, altho' he had bought 
the Shop Ke. as I had engag'd the Buſineſs, thought 
it not ad viſcable to remove to Cambr idze, but to 
let me have the Shop, Cc. This as it happen'd 
prov'd an unfortunate Affair to us both, as I ſhall 
hereafter ſet forth. 

I had before I engag'd with Mr. Pye, fitted up 
a little Shop by St. Mary's Church, and the buſi- 
neſs I had ſoon got into, diſcourag'd him from 
ſettling, and encourag'd him to let me have the 
Shop he had bought, upon my own Security. Mr. 
Pyke well knowing my Circumſtances could not 
be impos'd upon; neither did he diſtruſt the ſuffi- 
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ciency of my being able to make good my Engage- 
ments. Accordingly he fold me the Shop, with Me- 
dicines, Utenſils &'c. for one-hundred Pounds, for 
which he took my Bond payable one year after 
Date; and he gave me Poſſeſſion, and Mrs. Dreſſer 
gave back his Leaſe of the Houſe, and took 
one from me, and I directly mov'd into the 
Houſe; I need not inform the Gentlemen of the 
Univerſity, Town or County, what Buſineſs and 
Fſteem I ſoon came into, (but thoſe, who were not 
Witneſſes of my good or bad Fortune;) This I may 
with certainty ſay, there was not a College in the 
whole Univerſity, but I had Patients in, eſpecially 
Trinity, Rings, St. Fohn's, Emanuel and Cajus; 
the late Maſter, the Rigyt Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of Ely's Favours in employing me, I eſteem 
as an Honour; the chief Gentlemen of the Town 
and County favour'd me with their Buſineſs, and 
Mr. Jre/and dying ſoon after, great part of his Bu- 
ſineſs fell to me. 

Thus happily ſituated amongſt Gentlemen of the 
moſt extenſiyeAbjlities and Goodneſs, whoſe fa- 
vours I greatly experienc'd, and whoſe humane 
uſage has made laſting impreſſions of Gratitude; 
which makes the reverſe Treatment from Ruſticks, 
lex and gaul my Soul, whoſe infolence and re- 
proach, added to ſtarving Circumſtances, who can 
bear? Put to return; in this happy and moſt a- 
greeable Situation, with daily Inſtances of encreaſ- 
ing Favours, having as I then thought nothing to 
fear, and nothing more to hope for, than the laſting 
continuance of that happy proſperous State I en- 

Joy'd: But to ſhew the uncertainty of all things 

here below, while in the midſt of all my wiſh'd 
for 
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for happineſs ; behold ! how cruel Fortune un k ind- 
ly interfer'd. 

For as ſoon as my reception and ſucceis had 
reach'd the Ears of my Londun Lawyer (whom 1 
before ſpoke of as being concern'd for me in that 
unhappy diſpute with Mr. S-7-b-1) He wrote to me, 
to ſend him up a Note, payable to him or Order 
for fifty Pounds value receiv'd, fix Months after 
date; this Letter gave me ſome uneaſineſs, yet L 
ſent him no Anſwer, as I knew I did not owe him 
one Farthing, but he at the ſame time was indebted 
to me twelve Pound, (as I ſhall preſently make ap- 

pear) but as I gave him no Anſwer, he ſoon tent 
me a ſecond Letter, with this Addition, that unlets 
by the return of the Poſt, I ſent him ſuch a 
Note as he requir'd, he'd be the ruin of me and my 
Family & c. &c. to this likewiſe I gave no Anſwer, 
as I was conſsious I owed him nothing; he in about 
a fortnights time, ſent down a Writ for fifty Pound, 
which I was arreſted for, and ſent to Cambridge-Ca/- 
tle. This was a moſt fatal blow at ſuch a time, and 
made a great Alarm; People had ſtrange conceptions 
of my Circumſtances, to attempt to ſettle, and to be 
liable to be ſent to Goal directly, where I lay at a 
great expence near a Month, before I could get my 
Liberty; had it been a juſt Debt it was in my Pow- 
er to have paid it directly, and as it was not, I had 
better to have given twice the Sum than have been 
ſent to Goal : But who would have done fo I know 


not? TI wrote to an Attorney in London, to acquaint 


him of this baſe Affair, who ſent me word 1 muſt 
make an Affida vit of my not owing him ten Pounds, 
and he'd ſoon ſet me at Liberty, and accordingly 1 
did, and He (the Lawyer) was ſummon'd before 
a Judge, and begg'd time to giye in his An- 
K 2 ſwer 
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ſwer, as he had one to invent, which prolong'd 
my impriſonment; but upon the next Summons 
} was ſet at Liberty, and return'd to my Buſi- 
neſs, ſome of which J had loſt. This Affair coſt 
me ſeventy Pounds before I could get out of Goal; 
but that was nothing to my other 1 offes ariſing from 
being confin'd : it rais'd ſtrange Suſpicions, and 
weaken'd the opinion of my Friends, and prov'd a 
great check to getting more. 

As one Misfortune is commonly ſucceeded by ano- 
ther; Dr. Ben'/y was taken Ill of a Pleuriſy, a Day 
or two before J was ſet at I iberty, who was pleas'd 
to accept the attendance of a Brother I recommended 
in my abſence; I waited on the Poctor as ſoon as I 
had it in my Pow cr; Dr. Bently was then under the 
care of Mr. Profeſſor Plumtree ; | was very much 
concern'd to find my beſt Friend i very ill, fearing 
upon the account of hisgreat Age, it wou'd go very 
hard with him; and as he had enjoy'd ſuch good 
Health fo many ' Years, and no great Friend to Phy- 
ſick, he was not ſo conformable as the Profeſſor and 
I could have Wiſh'd; but however, he was judici- 
ouſly treated by Dr. Plumtree, and cloſely attend- 
ed by myſelf, who was with him night and day 
till Death depriv'd us of this great good Man. This 
was another very unlucky Circumſtance now I had loſt 
my beſt Friend, who did not only employ me for 
himſelf and Family, but for a great many poor Peo- 
ple that the World was not acquainted with: The 
Charities he did with his right Hand, were not 
known to his left; his Alms were done in Secret 
that he might be rewarded openly: This good Gen- 
tleman every morning during his Illneſs, der- d me 
half a Guinca ſor my Attendance, and beſides his 


paying me handſomely for Medicines, I had a = 
| cnt 
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ſent of a three Pound-twelve over and above; but 
theſe favours were not equal to thoſe I receiv'd 
from his kind recommendation. The ſanction I 
had, under the Umbrage of this great Man, ob- 
tain'd me the Reſpect and Favours of many: But 
what cruel misfortunes have rob'd me of all my 
Hopes, when I have had the greateſt Views of well 
doing? Of all the unlucky incidents of Life, no- 


thing cou'd prove more fatal than the death of 


Dr. Bently in leſs than a Fortnight after coming 
out of Goal; and whenT had been but a little more 
than half a Year ſettled at Cambridge, and one 
month of that in Priſon; my great Friend being 
dead, my intereſt leſſen d and my Buſineſs de- 
clin'd; and what prov'd more unfortunate than my 
being in Goal, I can't help mentioning with the 
utmoſt Reluctance (as tis ſo near a Relation) 
that my Wife cou'd never ſubmit to Misfortunes ; 
but exaſperated with the thoughts of being diſ- 
grac'd, poſſeſs d with too much Spirit, and too 
little Patience, which added greatly to my mi- 
fortunes, whoſe noiſy infolence and imprudent be- 
haviour made us ſcandalous, hurt my Reputa- 
tion, loſt my Buſineſs, and ' ſoon reduc'd us te 
the utmoſt diſtreſs. | 

I being advis'd to ſeek ſome redreſs from the 
Lawyer, who had uſed me ſo unjuſtly and cruelly, 
I apply'd to Counſellor Pont, Recorder of Cam- 
bridge, who moy'd the Court againſt him, to 
new cauſe why he ſent me to Goal & c, which 
Mr. Pont did, and afterwards proceeded to bring 
him to Tryal, which he evaded from Term to Term 
under various excuſes and pretences; and one ſhift 
was, that his principal Evidence was on Board a 


Man of War in ſome diſtant Station; and by w 
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and ſuch like evaſions, he got a year and half's 
Time, which occafion'd me ſeveral expenſive Jour- 
neys to London: And after he could put off the 
Tryal no longer, it was brought on before my 
Lord chief Juſtice Lee, in Meſiminſter-Hall, the 

fittings after Midſummer Term in the Year 1742. 
The nature of this Affair betwixt Mr. Jones 
and myſelf ought to be explain'd before we pro- 
ceed to tryal, Which was thus: This ſame Attorney 
being a Coffee Houſe Acquaintance, when that 
unhappy difference happen'd betwixt Mr. $-7-b-7 
and myſelf, which I have before related, went 
to Mr. $-7-b-n, and ſome others about my buſi- 
neſs; and as he undertook to take out a Commiſ- 
ſion of Bankruptcy, and paid half a year's Rent 
prior to the Commiſſion, and his endeavouring to 
collect a few Debts &, brought me in a Demand 
of fifty Pounds, which demand he brought in under 
the Statute of Bankruptcy, ſign'd my Certificate, 
and ſhar'd the ſame Fate as the reſt of my Cre- 
ditors. After that, he never was concern'd for me 
upon any account what ever, and confequent:y 
had no demand in Law againſt me; for w/12t he 
83 was due, was before the Commi on: de 
uſineſs I had done for him to the amount of 
twelve Pounds was ſince, yet as he was ſomething 
a loſer by me, I never demanded the twelve 
Pounds due to me ſince the Commiſſion, as | 
thought in Conſcience J ought to make him fome 
return, and all other Perſons, who had ſuffcr d 
by wy being a Bankrupt. I never demanded 
any Money, which I could have done ; but volun- 
tarily made them a Preſent of what Buſir{s I did 
for them afterwards, though ſtarying at the ſame 

Time, 8 : 
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But to the Tryal ; I having in Court prov'd by 
my Books and Servants my Demand of twelye 
Pounds; he in defence was to prove his of fifty, and he 
to give a Sanction to his Action, had procur'd a Note 
of mine to a Diſtiller, of whom I bcught Spirits, 
ſor about three Pounds, which not being ſufficient 
to overballance my Demand of twelve Pounds, 
he then inſtead of proving a Demand for fifty, 
which he had. abſolutely ſwore to, or elſe could 
not have ſent me to Goal, thought proper to de- 
clare for fifteen only, with the help of the Note, 
ss he had hired a Rapper out of the Fleet Priſon, 

wo ſxecar he faw him lend me twelve Pounds, which 

it Þ} with the Note of three he proy'd to overballance 

8 my twelve. 

; My Lord chief Fuſtice ask'd him if he had no 

s Note for the twelve Pounds, and told him it ſeem'd 

F odd that after loſing Money by me irom the Com- 
nl miſſion, he ſhould directly lend me more and not 
take a Note for it: He anſwer'd as it was before 

8 Witneſs, he did not inſiſt upon a Note. This ſame 

©” Honeſt Attorney had fo inſtructed his Evidence; 
= which to make it the more rightcous was his own 
oy B-th-r, and who did not only ſwear to the place and 
"he Time, but to the very pieces of Money. O mon- 
of frous! that there can be ſuch abandon'd graceleſs 
„ Vretches upon Earth! may the great God that 
Tn dears witneſs of what I write, and knows the ſecrets "450 
F all Hearts, never pardon me in this World, but 3 
* condemn me for ever, if it is not as falſe as I de- 


_ Care it to be, I never before, nor after the Com- 10 
. 4 Fiſſion, borrow'd one Farthing of him, more than "Wi 
"0 he fifteen Pounds he paid Mr. Berkley my Land- #1 
J aid Ed for half a year's Rent prior to the Commiſſion; þ 


ad at the yery time this wicked B-th-r ſwore ; 
he if 
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he ſaw him lend me the Money at my Houſe in 
Hatton-Garden, I was then gone with my Wife's 
Brother to Hurbiteh-Tair, who was ſcarcely re- 
cover'd of a Fever I attended him in. Good God! 
if this is the Caſe, what chance doth a Man ſtand 
in a Court where ſuch Evidences are to be hir'd? 
= But what Confuſion! what Terror! what Guilt and 
"#1 Tremors were they both in at the time this Evi- 
| dence was given? not to mention the Favour a 
Limb of the Law may receive, he got a Verdict 
with coſt of ſuit &; and this prov'd my entire 
Deſtruction. By this unjuſt procur'd Verdict, and 
upon this account I was oblig'd to fell my Shop 
and Effects, and to quit Cambridge; and again to 
be turn'd a drift with my Family to ſtarve. Wou'd 
not a link of ſuch cruelties heightned by domeſtick 
Contention drive any Man beyond himſelf? Can it 
be ask'd why I am poor? Should it not rather be 
ask d? Is not this Man ftarv'd and out of his Sentcs' | , 
A But the God in whom I truſt, as thoſe Heroes of old 
* anſwer'd Nebuchadnezer, the God whom I ſerve, 5 
| and have a ſtedfaſt reliance on, is able till to deliv Y | 
me; but here my ſufferings do not end. el 

The Compaſſion and Charity of the Univerſity Y ;; 

' were again extended to our relief, and many Gen- . 
tlemen, eſpecially the preſent Maſter of St. Johns, 1 

Emanuel, the late Maſter of Peterhouſe, and an 

many others, particularly the Fellows of Trinity 5 

College, lay me under the greateſt ſenſe of grati- | 

tude and thankfulneſs, and I hope no time will 

. wear out thoſe impreſſions of — After 
3 thoſe ſufferings and a decay of Buſineſs; in orde! 
to eſtabliſh me, I wrote a Treatiſe on intermitting 
Fevers and Agues, and met with great encourage* 


ment from the Univerſity, and here I am under grea! 
| obligat. 


Pg 
ee 4 


e 
ay Wn. a 


2 ˙ . hh art 3 
2 A - Sk 5 1 . * * * 2 . 
. 7 . 7 — * <. 5 „ * „ = a 
< L 4 _ Az + — py (= 5 oy * & =- o 5 
— — — 4 44 - £ 
> — 8 8 
: 2 _— © 4 & ; A 21 _ W * 
h \ 


e : = 
* - _= ey - N - * 


%- -_-_ 

0 w I 

I ut die — 
7 — — 5 T7, 


in 
8 
d! 
ad 
d? 
nd 
vi- 
5 
iQ 
ire 
ind 
10P 
1 tO 
u'd 
ick 
n it 
x be 
cs! 
Fold 
rve, 
livel 


rſity 
Gen- 
n's 
and 
nty- 
rati- 
n will 
After 
ordet 
itting 
1rage* 
great 


ligatl 


Of SIMON MASON. $i 


obligations to that learned, worthy, compleat, hu- 
mane Gentleman, Dr. Zachary Grey, who having 
an early acquaintance with my Father, ſhew'd me 
great ſavours and compaſſion; which I ſhall always 
acknowledge with thankfulnels, 

Aſter theſe Misfortunes, and many fruitleſs En- 
deavours, I left my Wife and Children in Lodg- 
ings, and went and paid my Compliments to Mr. 
Overſto, an ingenious Surgeon and Apothecary at 
Saffron-Walden, and offer'd to aſſiſt him in any 
capacity; for I ever us'd my utmoſt Endeavours 
to ſupport my Family, which in no diſtreſs I ever 
forſook; and at any time when degraded from 
being Maſter, I was content to act as a Servant. 
Mr. Overſio had at that time receiv'd a Damage 


by a Fall, and was unable to attend Buſineſs; 


which was in the Year 1744: I ſtaid tome time 
with him, and did what buſineſs he requir'd, and 
wou'd willingly apply'd for more but as Mr. 
Overſly had no Children, and only himſelf and 
good Mrs. Over//o, and being bleſt with an afluent 
Fortune, he was not anxious after much buſineſs; 
tho' at firſt, I was in hopes we ſhould in conjunc- 
tion have acquir'd a Buſineſs that wou'd have been 
of uſe to us both; but being more at leiſure than 
I wiſh'd for, I wrote an Eſſay upon the good 
and bad Effects of Tea; the Copy of which I 
told, to help to ſupport my Family at Cambridge. 
I hir'd a Horſe at Walden, to go to London, and 
pon my return to Cambridge, I call'd at Bunting- 
Ford, where I met with one Mr. Redda/l, a very 
ingenious Surgeon and Apothecar y, who with very 
great Succeſs practis'd Midwifry, being allo a great 
Proficient in that Art, This Mr. Red4a// treated 
me with great civility, expreſſing tome concern 
for 
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$2 The LIFE and DISTRESSES 


for my many Misfortunes, and invited me to his 
Houle, to ſtay what time 1 pleas'd, till ſomething 
elſe ſhould offer in my Favour; for which 1 
thank'd him, and promis'd (after taken my leave 
of Mr. Overſto) to make him a viſit. The next 
Day I ſet out for Cambridge, but call'd to fee my 
Eclations at Granſden, and mounting my Horte 
to go to Cambridge, he roſe upright, and throwing 
me, ſell upon my Leg; it was not broke, but ſo 
bruis'd, and in ſo much pain that J was oblig'd 
to ſay at Granſden ſix Weeks, at an Expence, 
beſides being prevented going to Cambridge, to 
Hi alden and to Bunting-ford, as J had promis'd. 
This Accident kept me, with the Horſe at 
Granſden fix Weeks, before I was able to ride; 
and as ſoon as I was, I went to Mr. Redialls, 
at Brnting-ford, and ſent the Horſe to JValden. 
I ftaid ſome time with Mr. Reddall, and as he had 
Buſineſs in London, J attended his Patients in his 
Abſence ; and w hen Mr. Reddall was in Town, 
he call'd upon my Wiſe's Brother, and told him, 
if he, or any of her Relations, would give my Wife 
her board a little time, he would put me into a 
Condition ſoon of maintaining her and my Children: 
But her good Brother, in order to excuſe himſelf, 
and the reſt of her Relations, was pleas'd to fay 


ſjuch unkind and unjuſt things of me, which pre- 


vented Mr. Red tall, and I, engaging upon tuch 
beneficial Terms as we had agreed to; and fo I 
greatly ſuffer'd by theſe unnatural People, that 
would neither ſerve me, themſelves, nor let other 
Feople. Upon Mr. Reddall's return, 1 ſoon after 
went again to Saf/ron-l} alden, to Mr. Over /io, 
where I had eſtabliſh'd a good Eſteem amongſt 


the principal Perſons in that Neighbourhood, who 
often 
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often ſollicited me to ſettle there; and if could 
not come into mcaturts with Mr. Gvcr/ty, to enter 
upon Buſineſs for myſelf; which I never intended, 
but propos'd going to fix at 7{ax/fcad. But "Ii 
after my return to / alden, and while J was at- 
tending Buſineſs for Mr. Over//o, the Man of whom 
1 hir'd the Horſe, arreſted me for about fiſty- 
Shillings; and I was kept in Cuſtady, a Day and 
a Night under the Care of two Bailiffs, tuffici- 
ently expos'd to the whole Town and Country : ; 
and then my Friend Mr. Ce was fo kind as 
to releaſe me. This Man who arrefted me, was 
Mr. Over/io's Tenant, and ow'd Mr. Over money 
at the ſame time, and I ſhould have thought dared 
not have arreſted me, without firſt acquainting 
him, and obtaining leave, which I have too much 
reaſon to ſuſpect was the Cafe: This affair fh 
blaſted me, that I laid afide ali thoughts of ſtay- 
ing on that ſide the Country. I ſhan't take upon 
myſelf to ſay what was the intention of my being, 
arreſted by Mr. Over//9's Tenant, but ſhall ſubmit 
that to the Determination of others, as J was invi- 
ted to ſettle at Halden, &c. | 
My Friend Mr. Reddall, of Bunting-ford, hear- 


ing of this Ulage, ſent a Man and Horie, with 


an invitation for me to come and ſtay with him, 
till ſomething more advantageous ſhould offer; 

which I accepted, and parted with Mr. Ove i in 
good Friendſhip, who very handſomely paid mc 
for the time I was with him, for which ! licartily 
thank'd him. I flaid fome months with Mr. 
Reddall, who us'd me with all the Compaſſion 
and good Nature I could wiſh for, and J, in return, 
did my beſt for him and his Patients; and had not 
thoſe unkind People in £14464, weaken'd the good 
L 2 Opinion 


— 


0 
— -: 


* 


_— — _ 
2 22 2 8 
— 2 3 - z 
EE 1 8 4 2 
> * 3 3 7 
— — 


nk. 


— 


* 


— —__ 


* 


we 


— + — + . 
—— — — 4 


2 wp 


— — 


? Ig. 


UL * PS he we 


_— 


3 


[ — 


* hs s * " . 

e — — 
* ow +. OI 

2 — - * 


r 


„ 
vw 4 


- 2 


2 


— — 
3 


— 


— 
— 


* = 
DE — ˙—ͤ— 


— 2; 7-* 
— - - — 
- - 


1 
— — 0 


- \ — - 
— — = 
112 — = 
of — — — os _ 


=— 


* = 
— . #4 i ty 


— 
— 


—— — — 


. „ 


* 

7 * * _ a 7 iy 
ws 8 

— * - AS - of Ao * 


2 


DD TT SENT IE ES 


— 


— IEEE IIS 


n 


o —— — 


7 - 
22 


— gy Wage — 
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Opinion he had of mc, he propoſed covenanting in 
an advantageous manner for us both, and I was to 
have taken the phyſical Practice upon myſeif, and 
he the Midwifry and Surgery, both cf which he 
had a great ſhare off; however, this was prevented: 
I heartily thank him for his Favours and own my - 
ſelf under great Obligations for them, and he will 
always not only have my thankful Acknowledge- 
ments, but my beſt wiſhes, as long as we both are 
inhabitants upon Earth. 

I went again to London and waited on Dr. Mead 
and acquainted him with what Misfortunes I had 
met with, and -ask'd him, if he would pleaſe to 
recommend me any where abroad; he told me he 
would willingly, but thought it was too late in 
Life, for me to go into another Climate to die; and 


ſaid there were many Apothecaries of great Buſineſs, 


that would be glad of my Aſſiſtance, and he would 
have me enquire for ſuch, and he would 1ecom- 
mend me. 

I then went to Mr Cecil, an Apothecary of good 
Eſteem, in B/oomsbury-Square, and told him | had 
been to wait on Nr. Mead, and what the Doctor 
advis'd me to; Mr. Cecil was fo kind as to recom- 
mend me to Mr. Bra/ecy, a Surgeon and Apothcca- 
ry, at A/ztcham: I told Mr. Cecil (who alto wait- 
ed on Dr. Mead in my behalf) that I had ſome 
thoughts of going to Thax//cad in ex, where I 
was invited to, but my preſent unhappy Circum- 
ſtances would not permit me. He was to kind as to 
uſe his Endeavours, with the Aſſiſtance of Mr. 
Davey, an Apothceary in new Nur th-Street, to 
rie me a ſmall Sum to enable me to go to Thax= 
fiead; and while ] was at Xir. Braley s, he collec- 

ted me about fix or ſeyen Pounds, for which I am 
under 
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under the moſt grateful Obligations, to my worthy 
Friends Mr. Cecil and Mr. Davep. By this time 
my poor unhappy temper'd Wife, finding Favours 
upon the decline at Cambridge; thought proper, 
unknown to me, to ſend two of my Children, one 
about ſeven, and the other about five years of Age, 
to my Siſter at Gran/den, and order'd the Meſſeng- 
er to leave them, whether ſhe was willing or not : 

My Siſter mov'd with Compaſſion, took my two 
poor forſaken Boys in, (who were left crying a- 
mongſt Strangers) and kept them all Winter, which 
was a very great hardſhip upon my Siſter, as ſhe 
could not afford it. My Siſter ſent me a Letter of 
what my Wiſe had done, and deſir'd as ſoon as poſ- 
| ſible, I would fend for them away, or ſend ſome- 
thing for their ſupport; for ſhe had ſent to Cam- 
bridge to my Wife, who went to London the next 
Day after ſhe had ſent the Children to her. My 
good Lady's journey to London was as much a fecret 
to me as her ſending my Children to my viſter's: 
And after I knew ſhe was in 7971907, her pious old 
Mother ſecreted her for above {fix Months, before I 
could find her out. This poor unhappy temper'd 
Woman, always thought it her Duty, or at leaſt it 
was her Inclination, to follow the dictates of her 
Mother, and two Siſters in Cra7ched-Fryars, who 
inſtead of giving her good Advice, have all along 
encourag'd her to act in oppolition to the duty of 


a Wife, and happinels of an Husband. Neither 


her expectations from her Brother, nor his good 
Councels, have bcen of any Benefit to her and her 
Family, which altogether have contributed to my 
Miſeries. For her Relations, in order to excuſe my 
Wife, would always blame and uſe me Ill; and ſhe 
out of Pride to excuſe them, from not being able, or 

willing 
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willing to aſſiſt me, uſed to blame and reproach me 
in ſuch a falſe Manner, as to make all my Friends 
my Foes. | 

So many Inſtances of this kind I cou'd produce, as 
would heighten Aggravations already too great: J 
ſhall only ſay my Fortune of all kinds far exceeds 
any 1 ever read, or heard of; Job's Tryals were 
neither comparable nor ſo laſting as mine. Some 
young Fellows if they do inadvertently marry, and 
chance to have no Fortune with their Wives, yet 
they often amply make itup by a ſweetneſs of Temper, 
and affectionate Behaviour; always ſtudying the 
happineſs and intereſt of their Husbands; without 
which there can be very little real Felicity for eith- 


er; but they ought both to endeavour the mutual 


Happineis of each, whereby they may make the 
moſt diftreis'd Circumſtances tolerable, and not as 
ſome do, vilify, and reproach, inſult, and ty- 
ranniſe, ever uneaſy, ever diſſatisfied, perpetually 
deſtroying each others Peace, and ſerenity of Mind, 
and aggravating cach other's Diſtreſs; and what a 
ſhocking Folly and Madneſs is it, when a Wife, to 
gratify a vile Spirit, will ſtick at nothing, be it ever 
to baſe and ſalſe, to vilify and and deſtroy the rc- 
putation of her Husband, tho' ſhe knows his, her 
own and Childrens Bread depend upon it? But where 
Tempers are not fo agreeable as could be wiſh'd for, 
thoſe Evils are in ſome Degree alleviated by Money. 
And ſome others, whoſe hard Fortune it is to mils 
of both good Tempers and Money, frequently have 
great Favours and helps from their Wife's Relati- 
ons, who do not only relieve them when diſtreſs d, 
but will forward and promote their Intereſt: Some 
Men have made their Fortunes by marrying into 


Familics, who haye made it their delight to _ 
me 


— 
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mend and promote them: But where a Man with 
no Fortune of his own, gets none with his Wile, 
and is without the affectionate Friendſhip he might 
reaſonable hope for, both from her, and her Rela- 
tions: nay inſtead of ſuch Advantages, finds them 
act upon oppoſite Principles, and quite repugnant to 


his Intereſt; where he has a large Family to ſup- 


port, towards which, all his Endeavours are by 
cruelty, and oppreſſion, render'd unſucceſsful, 
and in the decline of Life is reduc'd to want the 
common Comforts and Support thereof; which diſ- 
treſſes, beſides the inſolence and diſteſpect from a- 
broad, are heighten'd by domeſtick Strife, Noiſe 
and Contention; good God! where ſhall we meet 
with a Job who can bear it? 1 endeavour to do 


juice to all, by whom J have ſuffer'd, by relating 


their Friendſhip, as well as their Cruelties; ſo 1 
ſhall do juſtice to a Wite, no Man can more regard. 
W hat 1 have ſaid about her, is with the utmoſt re- 
gret; yet I could not clear up ſome reproach, and ſuſ- 
picion, without owning ſhe 1s not bleſt with the beſt 
of Tempers; ſhe is a very genteel, well behav'd 
Woman to every one but her Husband ; ſhe is cer- 
tainly a notable, clean, induſtrious Woman; and 
was her Temper agreeable to her Pciton, ſhe would 
make a Husband compleatly happy; and if aſter 
thirty-oneY cars, ſhe ſhould alter and behave in a mild 
affectionate Manner, nothing could be more pleaſ- 
ing, but I have hop'd for this ſo long, that I have 
but little Hope left. 

She has one Siſter, who is both an agreeable 
Woman, and a dutiful affectionate Wiſe, who 
agreeable to Scriptuie, fir /vok Hf alis and Mother 
and cleav'd lo ber j{:sband, aud the lauo be- 
came one Jlaſb, one Heart and one Mind; and 
may 
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may they always continue ſo to do for their own 
Comfort, and the Happineſs of their Children; tho' 
this good Woman ſuffer'd ſometime the Diſpleaſure 
of her pious Parents for adhering to the Duty 
of a Wife, and a Mother. But to return; I ſtaid 
at Mitcham two or three months; all the time Mr. 
Braley had occaſion for my Aſſiſtance, for which 
he very handſomely rewarded me. During the 
time I was at Mitcham, Mr. Cecil and Mr. Davey, 
collected me about fix Pounds, as I before men- 
tion'd, with a Liſt of my BenefaQtors, to whom 
T return my thanks; Mr. Cecil went with me to 
Dr. Mead, who faid, it was a very ſmall Sum for 
a Man to ſet off with amongſt Strangers; and the 
Doctor was fo good as to renew his Favours, by 
giving me a Guinea, with his good wiſhes, and 
the following Recommendation. 


I have known Mr. Sinn Maſon, Apothecary, 
many Years, and have always found him to be an 
honeſt, induſtrious Man, and well qualified for his 
Buſineſs. 


February the 7th. 1745,7. 


7 Mead. 
M. Schomberg. 


— 


As I had been long known to Dr. Schomberg, 
I alſo waited on him, who readily ſign'd my Re- 
commendation, treated me with great civility, and 
made me a handſome Preſent ; he, amongſt my 
other Friends has a juſt Claim to my Gratitude. 

As Dr. Mead thought the Sum which my 
Friends had rais'd me too little to make any at- 
tempts in going to 7Þax//ead upon my own footing; 
went to ſee my two naked Boys at my — 
an 


of STMON MASON. 83 


and carried them Cloaths and other Neceſſaries: 
They were highly rejoic'd to ſee me, which joy 
was too ſoon turn'd to grief, for fear of my leaving 
them. Such as have no Children, and even thoſe 
that have, and have not the ſame Compaſſion for 
them, can't here ſhare my Diſtreſs, for I at all 
times and places ever had the greateſt Affection 
and Concern for my Family, whom I never for- 
ſook, but ever ftrove in all conditions of Life, to 
do my utmoſt for them ; whereas, many who have 
not the ſame care and love for their Families, wou'd 
have run from, and left them to ſhift for themſelves, 
but this was never in my Power to do, however 
requited for it. 

J won't ſay (after that I was admitted to a con- 
| ference with my Lady at her Siſter CHeſhire's upon 
Tower-Hill,) what her behaviour was to me, 
| leave that to her Siſter; and aiter I was permit- 
ted to know where ſhe lodg'd, and went to wait 
on her, I ſhall be ſilent in the reception 1 met with; 
neither necd 1 ſay I was oblig'd to take a Lodging 
for myſelf, not being permitted to be with her, 
for fear of diſobliging her pious Relations. This 
was after my return from my two mclancholly 


Boys, whom I had cloath'd and paid ſomething to- 


wards their board; and when I came to Tour n, I 
was ſo much reduc'd, that T had not above ten 
Shillings to ſcek my Fortune with, and my good 
Siſter //7n/more's Husband being dead, ſhe had 
leſt of buſineſs and I had no place of refuge. 

I had almoſt forgot to mention after 1 came ſrom 
Mr. ReddalPs at Bunting-ford, that I went to {ee 
my moſt ſtedfaſt, valuable Friend, and that generous 
hotpitable Gentleman Mr. John Crofs, Rector cf 
Long-flod in Camdbs idgeſhire, whom I knew 1 
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ſhould greatly anger, was I to ſpeak of half the 
particulars of his Goodneſs, with whom 1 liv'd 
{ome time, and was entertain'd with the utmoſt 
humanity and compaſſion, beſides many other proofs 
of his laſting Goodneſs, by ſome known to this 
day, and my ſilen atitude is only known to the 
Searcher of Hearts. {After my return to London, 

T lodg'd upon 7; \wer-Hill, and receiv d ſome friend- 
ſhips from my Brother-in-law Mr. Cheſbire, which 
I gratcfully regard, who alſo recommended me to 
ſome practice, and where I contracted an Acquain- 
tance with many Gentlemen of the Army, from 
whom I receiv'd more Acts of Friendſhip, than! 
could have expected; but the ill nature and malice of 
my good Father-in-law, and his Contort &, know- 
ing I was pretty often at his Son Cheſhire's, and 
finding J pick'd up a ſmall, tho' an uncomfortable 
living, inſiſted that his Son Cheſhire ſhould” forbid 
me coming to his Houſe, which Mr. Cheſhire was 
forc'd unwillingly to comply with: Such was the 
malice of this good Father-in-law, that J was forc'd 
to ſhiſt my Quarters, to the S/one-Nytchen in 
the Jywer, where I was moſt kindly treated: 

But {till this was an unhappy ſettl'd Life; J, in one 


Lodging, my good Wife, in another, and my Chil- 
dren. at the Pariſh; altogether almoſt depriv'd me 


of my Senſcs, for my little narrow Way of Buſi- 
neſs was ſcarcely fufficient to Keep me.in a State 
of Exiſtence, much les to pay for my Childrens 
Board; and my Wiſe's Relations, not being will- 
ing to contribute one Farthing to fave them from 
the Pariſh, My Siſter was oblig'd to fend them 
to the Pariſh they belong'd to at Cambridge, who 
took them and put them to Board, where they 
were well taken care of, for which I am very 

thankful. 
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thankful. This Circumſtance of fending my Chil- 
dren to the Pariſh, (however it might fit upon 


the Breaſt of my W ife) gave me the utmoſt con- 


cern; I can't think it was matter of Satisfaction 
to her, what ever it was to jome of her unkind 
Relations; and this is a Paradox to me, that ſhe can 


juſtify the cruelty of her Relations to her own 


Children: I think if they had never fo great a 
diſlike to me, as my Wife is their Relation, 
upon her account, the poor innocent Children, 
ſhould not have been excluded from the tender 
Compaſlion of a Parent. But my two Boys being 
upon the Pariſh, was the Occaſion of my being 
admitted to an Audience with my Lady, when 
] propos d taking a little Houſe at 1/z/e-Eng, to 
be near my Acquaintance in the Jr, ., and not 
far from my Wiſe's kind Relations, and to fend 
for my Children, which accordingly I did. 

About this time, it being in the Year 1747, the 
Diſtemper amongſt the horn'd Cattle was very 
predominant: I made a ſtrict Application to con- 
ſider the Nature of this mortal Illneſs, and the 
method of treating it; and found it to be a conta- 
gious inflammatory Diforder, moſt reſembling the 
human Specics of a Pleuriſy, attended by different 
Symptoms, till a Criſis was form'd to throw off 
the febrile Cauſe by purging, which matter being 
of ſo virulent, and corroſive a Nature, that it did not 
only rob the Gutts of their Mucus, but excoriated 
them, which ulcerated and turn'd to a Mortifi- 
cation, and terminated .in Death. I had brought 
my. notions to ſuch a Certainty by ſrequent ob- 
ſervation and reflection, that I thought, I had not 
only diſcover'd the Nature of this Diſorder, but 
an effectual Way of treating it, and I advertis'd to 
2 ä cure 
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cure this Diſtemper ſor twenty Shillings per Cow, 
or nothing. | 

I was firſt employ'd by Mr. Budton, a great 
Cow-keeper near ington, who had loſt ſonie 
hundreds of Cows, and not above, one. 48 ten got 
thio' the Diftemper: I covenanted with him and 
cur'd either fourteen or fifteen out of twenty, 
which recommended me into great practice of that 
kind; and I had more Succets than any Ferton that 
had attempted to cure them: I really thought ! 
ſhould have acquir'd a certain and cftectual method 
of curing them, and offer'd propoſals to ſome 
great Men to give me a tryal by tuch a Number, 
and repreſented in ſome meaſure the Nature of the 
Tlinets, and what Succeſs I had met with, and how 
it ought to be treated, but my obſcurity in life 
gain d me no notice nor encouragement, and then 
I dropt this practice- 

The next thing offer'd, was an Advertiſement ſor 
a Man who underſicod the Buſineſs of an Apothe- 


cary, and was capable of viſiting Patients, who 


ſor further information was to apply to Mr. Smith, 
Ch _ at Sil] ficlu- Bars; this Mr. Sth, when 
I liv'd in Hation- Garden, was Journeyman to Mr. 
Pead, a Chymiſi, the very next Door to me; when 
J went to Mr. Smith, to enquire after this Place, 
he was exceeding glad to ſee me, and did not think 
I wanted it for myſelf; but when I told him that 
the many cruel and unfortunate Events of my Lite 
had reduc'd me, and that it was for myſelf I 
apply'd, and beg 'd his Friendſhip in ſecuring the 
Place ſor me; this he readily promis'd me, and 
accordingly did, which brought me to Market- 
Harborough in Tei veſt, ſore, February the 1 5th, 


1747-8. 
I was 
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was directed by Mr Sith to one Mr Bien a 
Surgeon and Apothecary of that Town, whom 1 
ſent for to the Swan; He told me he was going to 
ſucceed an Apothecary at Lerce/ter, and wanted a 
Perſon qualified to take care of his Shop and Buſt» 
neſs at Harborough, and I was recommended by 
Mr. $mith as Tuch; I anſwer'd, I had been known 
ſome Years to Mr Smith when J was in a preferable 
Situation; he ſaid he hop'd I ſhould meet with 
things to my Satisfaction, and he was much better 
pleated that Mr. Smith had ſent him a Perſon of 
{ome Years, than a young Man, as 1 ſhou'd be more 
capable, and more fatisfatory to his Friends: He 
as kd me if I went to the Meeting, I told him, no; 
he ſaid he was ſorry for that, as moſt of his Patients 
belonging to that Shop did; he had no other objec- 
tion, than he fear'd that unleſs I went to the Meet- 


ing, we ſhould loſe ſome of the Buſincſs, 1 reply'd, 
rather than we ſhould loſe the Buſineſs, I would 
go to the Meeting till I had cftabliſh'd myſelf 


amongſt them, and the next Day we came to an 
Agreement, and he was to give me half a Guinea a 
Week, with board, waſhing, and lodging &c, 

which Agreement we both ſign'd 
In the evening came Mr. Johnſon the diſſenting 
Miniſter, a very good fort of a Gentleman, who 
was neither ignorant, nor reſerv'd enough to pleaſe 
ſome of the rigid ones; I told Mr. Johnſon at the 
{ame time J was inform'd by Mr. B-7 that unleſs I 
went to the Meeting we ſhould loſe moit of our 
Buſineis, that II was really bred up to the 
Church of England, which worſhip I have always 
adher'd to; and I think 1 ought not to deceive you, 
either by telling you I am a Diſſenter, or by my 
going to the Meeting; he ſaid I did very right to 
ſpea k 
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ſpeak fo candidly, and he ſhould have the better 
opinion of me; he believed fome Perſons would 
have lik'd me better, was I of the ſame way of 
thinking with them, but for his part, it wou'd make 
no Difference, and honeſtly ſaid, he would not have 
me upon any view of Intereſt go to the Meeting, 
tho' my not doing it, would be an hindrance to our 
Buſineſs; 1 told him as I was a perfect Stranger and 
came to ſerve Mr. B-, I thought it at preſent moſt 
adviſeable to eſtabliſh my ſelf in the good Efteem of 
thoſe I was to be employ'd by, and with his leave 
I ſhou'd come and behave decently amongſt them, 
and if I lik'd their way of ſerving God better than 
the Church of England, I ſhould continue, other- 
wiſe he'd excuſe me if I return'd to the Church; he 
ſaid every Man ought to follow the dictates of his 
own Conſcience; accordingly I attended their Meet- 
ing, and ſometimes when out of Town, I went to 
Church, and thought I did right to make ſome ſet 
of People my Friends, who ſhew'd me reſpect and 
civility. | 

I had not acted in the capacity of a Journeyman 
more than two months, before my new Maſter (dit- 
covering my general reception and approbation) of- 
ter'd me Partnerſhip, and we drew up an agreement 
for that Purpoſe, by which agreement his Attorney 
well knows I cou'd have taken great Advantage of, 
had I been unjuſtly inclin'd: Soon after this engage- 
ment, by the advice of his Friends, he offer'd me 
the Shop and Buſineſs, and to let me the Houſe 
at the ſame Rent, and for the ſame time he had to 
come; we agreed and he fold me the Shop, Me- 
dicines, Druggs, and Utenſils, and let me the Houle, 
and once more I was Maſter for myſelf. It ſeems 
he had been treating with an Apothecary af the 
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tame Town before I was ſent for, and they cou'd 
not agree; finding I had got the Shop and Buſineſs, 
and was likely to have more, it occaſion'd the foul 
Play as I ſhall relate as it falls in Turn. 

I agreed with this ſame Apothecary for the Shop 
and tome Houſehold-Goods; to the amount of one 
hundred Pounds, to be paid at four equal diſtinct pay- 
ments, the firſt to be paid the Harborough Fair 
following, (this being made in May 1748,) and the 
other three payments were all to be paid in about a 
Year and half; for which purpoſe, Articles were 
made, which we executed, and his Attorney had 
madethem with this Proviſo, that upon five days de- 
fault after the time fix t for payment of the firſt, or 
any other pay ments, the contract was to be void, 
and he ſhould have it in his Power, to rc'enter. 
teize, carry away, and diſpoſe of the Effects, till 
he was paid the remaining part of what was due. 
This was a pretty hard engagement, yet from the 
Buſineſs 1 had, and the good Proſpect of more, I was 
under no apprehenſions of not making good my pay- 
ments, and this good Proſpect induc d me once more 
to ſend for my Wiſe and Children. After they 
came, we liv'd very comfortably for about fix 
Weeks, when ſhe began to behave in ſuch an in- 
ſolent, noiſy, tyrannical manner, as no One can con- 
ceive, which did me a great Prejudice, but proved 
lucky for Mr. C- -s to renew his application in be- 


half of his Son, for he well Knew that unleſs ſome 


advantages could be gain'd by theſe imprudences, 1 
ſhould toon make good my Purchaſe, and get into 
more Buſineſs than was conſiſtent with their In- 
tereſts; then this worthy conſcientious Brother of 
mine, renew'd the Attack, and offer'd much more 
Money for the ks than I had agreed for, and to pay 
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itall down, incaſe hecou'd diſengage himſelf from the 
agreement made with me; this was a ſtrong Temp- 
tation to a Man who wanted the Money to pay for 
the Shop he had bought: Added to theſe, our 
domeſtick Contentions, which he thought would be 
a great check to the Buſineſs I had; and it was, in 
all probability, theſe conſiderations, with the Money 
paid down, whichoccaſion'd Mr. B- to liſten to the 
new Propoſals of Mr. C--s; and then, ways and 
means were conſulted, how to diſpoſſeſs me, and to get 
the Goods again; all this I knew nothing of, but 1 
was taking the utmoſt pains to make good my firſt 
pay ment, by a ſtrict aſſiduity in Buſineſs, When an un- 
lucky Circumſtance happening, did me hurt with ſome 
of my Patients, and gave them an handle to ſide with 
Mr. B- - to uſe me as he did. 

One Sunday Mr. Yigland of Peterborough, came 
to the three Crowns at Harborough, and ask'd 
Mr. Wllers if T did not live there; he told him 
yes; Mr. Bigland then defir'd he'd fend for me; Mr. 
Sollers anſwer'd he'd fend for me, if he pleaſed, but 
he was ſure J would not come to a publick-Houſe 
of a Sunday; why fo, reply'd Mr. Bigland, why 
don't you know he's a Diſſenter, and they won't 
come out of a Sunday; I ſaw him go by ſince you 


have been here, from the Meeting; which made 


the Gertleman in a Paſſion, and order'd directly 1 
might be ſent for, and ſaid I was no Diſſenter, and 
would come if they told me his Name; I was fent 
for, and went to wait on Mr. Bigland, who made 
ſuch a Diſcovery that I was from that very time 
look'd upon as a falſe Brother. 

Harborongh Fair being come, I faw Mr. B- 
and told him the firſt payment would be due in a 


few Days, but if he wanted any Money, I could 
then 


F SIMON MASON, 97 


then help him to ſome, and if he would give me 
an order, I would pay Nr. 7albot ten Pounds for 
rent, and the little more that was wanting, I would 
pay within the time, to make up the firſt payment. 
He ſaid, no; he ſhould be at Harborough again in 
about a Week, and he with ſome of his Friends 
would meet me, and ſettle: Mr. Mar/tor, who 
was one in company, promis'd to give us the 


Night fix'd upon, a fat Pig for ſupper, which was 


agreed to, and we all conſented to meet at the 
time appointed at that very Houſe; little diſtruſt- 
ing what was contriving for my deſtruction. The 
time fix'd being come, I went to meet according 
to promiſe, but neither my Gentleman, nor any of 
his Friends were there, no Pig, nor any ſign of 
a Supper; I ask'd the Landlord after Mr. B--z 
and he had heard nothing of him, nor the fat Pig. 
I return'd, imagining tome Buſineſs might have 
prevented his coming, never miſtruſting what was 
in agitation. 


About a Week after the time appointed, (being 


five Days) and five Days only over and above 


the twelve, which he ſtaid away on purpoſe to 
take the advantage of this default, when the de- 
fault was plainly of his own making, and abſo- 
lately contarary to my inclination, and expreſs'd 
appointment; he then came and brought two Bai- 
liffs with him, whom he put into Poſſeſſion; I was 
at the ſame Time gone to Farndon, (about one Mile 
from Harborough,) and upon my return home, met 
a Meſſenger, who told me what was done, and 
to prevent his arreſting me, I went to little Bowden, 
(it being out of that County,) fearing that ſince 
he had ſo treacherouſly acted by me, he would 
ſtick at nothing to compleat his cruelty, I ſent 
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to Mr. Marſion, to tell Mr. B-] deſir'd to ſpeak 
with him bcfore any thing was done, which he 
refus'd, and never came to me. The next Day 
Mr. 1Mar/ion went with me to his Attorney, to 
talk with him about this Affair, and at laſt, we 
concluded to meet on Sunday to ſee if this Matter 
could be compromis d. The Attorney promis'd the 
Goods ſhould remain unremov'd upon the Premillcs, 
till the retblr of this Meeting: My Friend Mr. 
Aarſion, and I, took our leaves of this good Gen- 
tleman, relying upon his Fidelity, and | return'd 
to little Bowden ; but on Saturday Night in viola- 
tion of that promiſe, about eleven, a Ferſon came 
to tell me Mr. B- with his Aſſiſtants was pulling 
down, and carry ing away, both the Shop and Houſc- 


hold- goods, and had, at Midnight pull'd my Chil- 


dren out of Bed and laid them upon the Floor 
without a Rag to cover them, and had taken every 
individual thing and had left none of them a Bed 
to lie on. 

Can it be thought in a Chriſtian Country, any 
thing ſo baſe, ſo cruel and barbarous, would be 
tranfacted aſter fo many pretenſions of Friendſhip 
by one who pitied me, on the Account he had re- 
ceiv'd of my former Sufferings from cruelty and 
oppreſſion? Was he not convinc'd of my Dili- 
gence and Integrity? Had he diſcover'd any thing 
to have rais'd a Suſpicion of my Fidelity, he 
would have been more excuſable? But the Re- 
commendation he had from Mr. Sith, and the 
Character he receiv'd in anſwer to a Letter, he ſent 


unknown to me, to Dr. Vead, which he ſhew'd 1 


to many Perſons in Har bo, gh; and declar'd at 
the ſame Time he would have given an hundred 


Pounds for the ſame Character, from fo great a 
Man; 
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Man: 1 fay, had I in any Degree forfeited theſe 
Teftimonials, then he might have had a greater 
'Plea for his Cruelties; but ſuch continued Mistor- 
tunes as theſe, ſometimes incline me to think that 
all events are determin'd by an irreſiſtable Fate. 

To return; we were ſtript and nothing left but 
bare Walls, yet I thought proper to keep Poſſeſ- 
ſion, as a Gentleman to whom I apply'd, advis'd; 
and told me he'd make him glad to bring every 
thing back again, and make me Satisfaction for 
ſuch illegal Practice, for he did not only take thoſe 

things 1 had bought of him, but many more my 
Family had brought, and others 1 had bought; 
$ beſides many valuable Medicines | had made, and 
: added to Stock. But I] being thus reduc'd in a 
- Y ftrange Place, was oblig'd (without redreſs) to 
TE ſubmit to theſe barbaritics. 
1 Aſter ſeveral deluſive attempts, by ſending falſe 
meſſuages for me, firſt to one Place, and my Wife 


y do another, in order to take Poſſeſſion and lock us 
4 into the Street; he by the Advice of ſome ruling 
p | Puritans, apply d to a Juſtice in regard to my 
op ſettlement, tho' I was abſolutely a Pariſhioner by 
d hiring upwards of ten Pounds per Year; however, 
. a Warrant was granted, and without time or notice 


8 I was hurried before a Juſtice, about fiſteen Miles 
be diſtant, eſcorted by a Guard, as if I had been 
e- taken up for a Highway-man, "and when I came 
ae before his Worſhip, I gave him ſuch an Account, 


him my Credentials from Dr. Mead, and Dr. 
at Schomberg, that I receiv'd better uſage then they 
* deſir'd; and they could that time meet with no 

great hopes of obtaining their End. But foon a 


ſecond Application was made by a worthy Gentle- 
L 2 man, 


tand produc'd my Contract for rent, and ſhew'd 
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man, who in regard to his Memory I ſhall tay was 
the good Mr. David Kiaucj: He with ſome more 
leading Saints, got me again before his Worſhip; 
and twice more in Obedience to Warrants, I was 
had before a Juſtice, in the midſt of Winter, 
about fiftcen Miles: who at laſt could do nothing 
to ſerve his good Friends. They afterwards told 
me, 1 ſhould oblige the Pariſh by giving them 
a Certificate: which 1 accordingly did, and left 
the diſpute 'betwixt B.- and myſelf, to arbi- 
tration: Mr. Harper allow'd me a year's Rent 
and ſeven Pounds, and for peace fake, I quitted 
the Premiſes, and gave him Poſſeſſion, to take in 
the Perſon who had ſupplanted me; but had it 
been in my Power, to have brought this Affair 
before a Judge and Jury, my Antagoniſt and falſe 
Friend muſt have paid ſmart for his deceit and 
cruelty. 

Aſter this, I took a little Houſe, but had neither 
Houſc-hold nor Shop-Goods to put into it; I being 
delir'd by ſome Friends, who had employ'd_ me 
to continue amongſt them, and altho' the Perſon 
had got the Shop by ſuch unfair proceedings, I 
retain'd ſome Buſineſs and got ſome few Shop- 
Goods, and wrote to Mr. Sawte!l, an Apothecary 
in London, who directly ſent me a Quantity of 
all Sorts of uſeful Druggs and Medicines, for which 
I ſhall ever own my Gratitude. By this ſupply | 
got more Buſineſs, but my Practice was chiefly 
amongſt Incurables, or at leaſt what had been fo 
with others ; and begging Pardon of my judicious 
Brethren of Harb; ouzh, I ſay, I have cur'd 
Patients after every one of them have fail'd ; and 
I defie them all to produce one Inſtance of their 
curing any one aſter me, and was 1 to declare what 
tucce!s 
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ſucceſs I have had ſince I have been in this Country 
about five Years, it will look like boaſting; but 1 


deſire if they can find out among a number of three 


or four hundred People, that have been under my 
care, that more than thirty have died, or gone away 
uncur'd; or if any one of them have cur'd one after 
me, where I had a fair chance. 

Among my difficult Patients, I beg leave ( in re- 
gard to a Geatleman from London, that did me a 
Favour) to mention Vir. Freeman of Lutterzworth, 
who had been a long time afflicted with a nervous 
diſorder; and had apply'd to ſeveral, both in Lon- 
don, and in the Country, and at a great expence tono 
purpoſe; whom afterwards I ſoon cur'd. This fame 
Gentleman had a Relation in London, whoſe care 
Mr. Freeman (ſome little time before) had been un- 
der, and ſeeing him 1o well recover'd, he ask'd him 
who had cur'd him; he feply'd, it was me, and faid 
how hardly J had been uſed, and how greatly I 
was reduc'd, yet he believed, could I meet with a 
Friend to aſſiſt me with ſome Medicines, I ſhould 
ſtill come into Buſineſs. 

This ſame Apothecary came in a Day or two, 
with Mr. Freeman to Harborough, and call'd upon 
me, and ask'd me if I wanted any thing in his way, 
and he would readily ſupply me: I told him I had 


occaſion enough, but my preſent Circumſtances 


were ſuch, that I could not deſire him to give me 
credit, as 1 fear'd much, whether I ſhould ever be 
able to pay him; he anſwer'd, he knew my Cir- 
cumſtances before he came, and found I had been ill 
uted, and deſerving of encouragement, which he 
came to give me; and ſaid Mr. Freeman had ſpoke 
very bandiomely of me and ſent him to me, and he 
defired I would give him an account of what I 

| wanted 
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wanted, and he ſhou'd fend me the Goods the week 
following ; tho' he told me, a certain Apothecary 
(who had been inſtrumental in getting me out of the 
other Shop) had ſaid all he could to diſſwade him 
from ſending me any thing; which he look'd upon 
as malice, and ſhoald not regard him; he according- 

ly, the next Week, ſent me as many Goods as | 
wanted, and exceeding good; this was in March 
1749. 

The good Apothecaries of Harborough, whoſe 
Friendſhip and judgment I equally eſteem, and are 
equally ſurpriſing; ſceing 1 had got a ſupply of 
Medicines, and was likely to get into Buſineſs; 
knowing | had a Bond in Mr. Halls Hands, a 
Druggiſt in Landon, (due for : Medicines when | 
was laſt demoliſh'd at Cambridge) for fourteen 
Pounds, took the pains to write Mr. Hall word, 
that 1 was ſettled at Harborough in good Buſineſs, 
and lately had a ſupply of Medicines &c. from 
London, and now was his time to be paid: Upon 
this information, Mr. Hall taking it ill, I had Medi- 
cines of any one elſe; (tho' he at the ſame time would 
not truſt me for any) directly arreſted me, and ſent 
me to Lęiceſter-Goal, which anſwer'd my kind 
brethren's deſire; this being two or three Days beſore 
the new Fair, that it might the more effectually be 
ſpread about the Country: In Lezcefter-Goal 1 
was. .confin'd about two Months, till Mr. Hall 
was fully fatisfy'd about the malicious Repreſentati- 
ons, and nature of the whole Affair, when he or- 
der'd me out of Cuſtody. | 

The Friendſhip I met with from Strangers while 
I was in Goal, I ought never to forget; and what 
introduc'd me ſo much to their Compaſſion, was, there 
happen'd at that time a very malignant Fever in the 
Priton, 
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Priſon, that was very fatal in many other Priſons in 
this Kingdom at the very ſame Time: The next 
Day after my admiſſion, I went to ſec the Perſons 
that were affficted with this IlIneſs, and told Mr. 
Lambert, the Goal-Keeper, if he would give me 
leave, I would ſoon recover thoſe that were ill, and 
prevent it ſpreading; Mr. Lambert readily agree- 
ing to it, I quickly clear'd the Goal of an IIIneſs, 
which had made ſuch a noiſe in the Town and 
Country, and made People fearful of coming near 
it; nay, this illneſs happening at the Aſſizes, the 
Judge was afraid to try the Felons, till I had certi- 
hed to his Lordſhip, that the Goal was intirely 
free'd from the Illneſs. | 

My Practice being ſo ſucceſsful in Goal, it 
brought me ſome Patients out of the Town, and 
raiſed me the Compaſſion and Benevolence. of ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen; for which | am in duty bound to be 
thankful to Mr. Recorder JV right, Mr. Wynſtan- 
ly, Mr. Franks, Mr. Pine, Mr, Halter Cromp- 


ou, with the Benevolence of Mr. Alderman Lee, and 


I ſhould be ungenerous to forget the genteel behavi- 
our of Mr. {aibert; and to all I own myſelf un- 
der grcat Obligations. 

By my Harborough Friends, my Landlord was 
{ent for whilſt I was in Goal, in order to compleat 
my Deſtruction, to ſeize for his Rent, when only 
one Quarter was due, for which he ſeiz'd, and was 
paid ; another Quarter would about a fortnight more 
become due, for which he ſtaid, and ſeiz'd alſo; and 
as ſoon as I came out, I paid that too: Theſe were 
comfortable additions to my confinement and loſs of 
Buſineſs; every contrivance was put in execution to 
deſtroy me, and when I return'd to ſtarving with- 
out ever a Bed to lie on, for I folemnly — 

tnat 
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that we all lay upon a Matt, without a Eed for 
near two Years, how many cold winter Days and 
Nights, have we fat without Fire and Candle, and 
often not able to get more than a penny Loaf among 
four of us, for a whole Day's ſupport, with a 
draught of Water. 

In this miſerable Condition, have I ſpent many 
days and nights, in a mercileſs Place, almoſt drove 
to deſpair, and theſe Circumſtances aggravated with 
noiſe, infolence, and contention; how often have I 
wiſh'd ſomebody would ſend me to Goal! there I 
thought I ſhould have the Goal- allowance in Peace, 
and if my poor Children had been ſent to the Pa- 
Tiſh, they would have fared much better. | 

Notwithſtanding all theie Hardſhips, as I had 
fix'd a good reputation in Practice, I was in hopes 
of ſeeing better times; and in order to ſtem this tor- 
rent of Perſccution, by the advice of a Gentleman, f 
hir'd a Houſe of one Smith, a Baker, for which J 
covenanted for ten Pounds a Year, and gave him 
earneſt for the ſame Houſe before Witneſs, which 
we ſpent as ſuch; and as my Circumſtances were 
low, he let it me upon paying the firſt half year's- 
Rent down, when taking poſſeſſion. This con- 
tract being known, ſet my Adverſaries again to 
work, and dit preſently was threatned in caſe he 
let me have his Houſe, one Apothecary would turn 
him off, and ſuch an Inn he ſhould not ſerve with 
Bread &c. that the poor Baker at all events, muſt 
not let me have the Houſe, but he was oblig'd to 
let it to another Perſon, whom he put in poſſeſſion; 
and theſe Perſons who had infifted upon his not let- 
ting me have the Houſe, promiſed to indemnify him 
in caſe I ſhould demand my contract. I being diſ- 
appointed of the Houſe, and wore out with — 

an 
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and oppreſſion, and almoſt ſtarv'd, I made applica- 
tion to teach the Frec- School then vacant; but by 
ſome righteous good Gentlemen, that alſo was deny'd 
me, and oblig'd me to leave //arborough; and upon 
the death of Mr. /re/and, I, by the better fort of Peo- 
ple was invited to come to Hf z/bar/ton, with great 
aſſurances of Friendſhip and Buſineſs; and to this 
Town of H'lbarſton, I came in November, 1751; 
but thought it moſt adviſcable to leave my Wife 
at {ar borough, almoſt a Year, at a great expence, 
in order ſo to eſtabliſh myſelf, as not to ſuffer by 
any imprudence ſhe might commit: One Day I was 
relating the diſappointments I met with from di 
(which oblig'd me to leave Harborough juſt as the 
ſmall- pox broke out, and I was likely to come in- 
to good Buſineſs) to Mr. Dexter, whom I by chance 
met withat Mr. Parker's; he was of opinion, that 
if I could prove my contract, and if according to 


that contract, I made a tender of five Pounds upon 


the Day fixt, and demanded Foſleſſion, Sith would 
be glad to give it to me, or make me ſome ſatisfaction ; 
which I approv'd, and was determin'd it ſhould be 
done, and accordingly a tender was made, and poſſeſſion 
demanded, which St refus'd, calling me poor 
beggarly Dog, and ſet me at defiance. &c. 

This gave Smith ſome une aſineſs, notwithſtand= 
ing ſome had promiſed to indemnify him, which 
brought him over, with his neighbour &. N-, in 
order to compromiſe this affair, and we ſhou'd have 


done it much better for us both, had his Friend 


agreed to it, as Mr. Green propoſed, that Sith 
ſhou'd give me five Guineas, and pay my Attorney, and 
give each other an acquittance; which I would have 
agreed to, but Smith's Friend took him away; I 


was bid to do my worſt; and I by advice brought my 
O Action 
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Action, and Si, thinking as I was poor, I muſt drop 
it, oblig'd mc to proceed in order for Tryal, which 
I did by the kind aſſiſtance of ſome Friends, who 
deſire not to be mention d; and before the Tryal, 
whici: was laſt march was twelve-months, my mate- 
rial Ee cnce was making a viſit, and could not be 
met witl:, o avoid being ſubpœne'd; which put off 
OUT Tryal that Aſſizes: This contrivance to 
evade coming to Frval, did not fully anſwer their 
deſigns; but in cider to take an advantage of not 
trying the Cauſe, put out of my power to try, by 
{ending my Evidence out of the way; yet they 
were ſo yood to move in order to get me ſent to 
Goal, and had done it too, had not 1 immediately 
ſent up Afidavits to prove their {ending my Evi- 
dence out ot the way; very righteous indeed! Aſter 
all this treatment, 1 was obliged to wait till the 
ſummer Aſſizes following, when care was taken, to 
tubpena this Evidence in time; but beſore the A 
ſizes, they thought proper to apply for Terms, and 
15 well remembring how greatly I had ſuffer'd be- 
fore, by a falſe witneſs; it gave me a mean opini- 
on of truſting to fuch uncertain events: And in obe- 
dience to tome Gentlemen who wiſh'd me well, I 
leſt it to reference, and my Referee, after I had given him 
a power to act, told me he ſhould inſiſt upon my 
Paying a ſmall demand to his Relation, and that I 
ſhould give him a diicharge for mine, and was in a 
great Paſſion; from fuch a Friend, I could have but 
tmall hopes. 
But the two Arbitrators not agreeing, they fix d upon 
a third, who abſolutely ad viſed me to hire the Houſe; 
and when Smith firſt began to play looſe, he blam'd 
him, complaining all along of the illegality of their 
Proceedings, and what Damages I ought to ha ve; and 
was 
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was it left to him, I ſhou'd have too. But good Lord! 
how ſoon we frail Creatures, may alter our Opinions; 
for after it was ſolely left to him, i had twelve 
Pounds allow'd me, inſtead of an hundred, and 1 
was to pay my Attorney out of that ; and inſtead of 
having great ſatisſaction made me, I, and my Friends 
with one expence or other, are better than thirty 
Pounds out of Pocket; and I don't doubt but it coſt 
him above twice the Sum; and thole Perſons wito 
prompted him on to diſltieſs me, got their ends by 
driving me from {{arboroygh, yet they were at no 
part of the expence, for th was at the whole. 

This Law-fuit in my little Buſineſs here, is as 
hard upon me, as the Bakruptcy was in Lundin; 
for belides the Expence, loſs of time and Buſineis, 
I am working out Debts, which I contracted + car- 
ry on this Law-tuit, whereby I am reduc'd to ftar- 
ving. Added to thetc great Misſortunes, I brought my 
Wite and Children to /} /barſton, little better than 4 
Year ſince, whoſe imprudent conduct being the fame 
as elſe where, I have loſt moſt of my Buſineſe, and 
am reduc'd in a mercileſs Place, to the grea: reſt diſ- 
treſs, where | have none to help me: 1 ſhuvld be 
guilty of the greateſt ingratitude, did I not with 
thankfulneſs acknowledge the goodneſs of a valua- 
ble Friend lately deceas'd, whote Favours and good 
intentions, 1 ſhall always retain a grateful remem- 
brance of; and and am heartily ſorry for his death; 
and the more ſo, becauſe ſome little incidents jult 
before happen'd, to leſſen his Friendſhip. 

I am in duty bound moſt particularly to acknow- 
ledge the many Favours I have received from that 
worthy Gentleman, Thomas Medlycott li; who 
has treated me with great compaſſion and humanity, 
which very much ſoftens the rough uſage, I met 
O 2 _ with 
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with from ſome; and the countenance he is pleas'd 
to ſhew me, gives me that ſanction which makes 
others more inclin'd, from his great Example, to 
ſhew me civility and reſpect. The Character the 
late Dr. Wallis was plcas'd to give of me to Mr. 
Medlycott, J ſhall leave for that Gentleman to an- 
ſwer, being too ſtrong for me to relate myſelf. As 
for tome I live amongſt, what Buſineſs I do for 
them, if I get no Money of them, I think myſelf 
well off if I am only abus'd, and not beat into 
the Bargain; and was I not under the umbrage of 
this good Gentleman, I ſhould not be able to bear 
up againſt ſuch abuſe, and infolence. I hope, tho 
{ome pains have been taken to rob me of his Fa- 
vours, and Protection, none will ſucceed to deprive 
me of his Compaſſion and Friendſhip, which can 
only enconrage me to ſtrive even againſt hope. 
Some falſe Brothers, who ſtill think me too near 
them, are as aſſiduous to prevent my falling under 
the Cognizance of ſome very worthy good Fa- 
milics, and are too forward in ſaying ill-natur'd, 
unkind things, to aſperſe me, which I hope time 
will remove, and obtain me their Favours, when 
the truths, l impartially ſtate, come to be known. 
And farther to tatisfy that. Gentleman, who is 
ſurpris'd, that I ſhould be in ſuch Diſtreſs at this 
Time of Life, I ſhall after relating the many cruel 
and unfortunate Events of my Life, beg leave to 
inform the Reader, what (ever ſince I have acted 
for myſelf,) has been my Practice; which is, when 
I am ſent for to a Patient, I firſt endeavour to 
the utmoſt of my Power to inform myſelf of the 
true nature of the Illneſs, and the -Symptoms 
which attend, and which way Nature indicates 


for relief, and to act in conſort with thoſe indica- 
tions; 
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tions; conſider well the difference of Age, Sex, 
and Conflitutions; and after theſe obſervations, 


with ſome ſew reflections, I give ſuch Medicines 


as are moſt likely to be ſucceſsful, and not to be 
too much in a hurry. If my Diſcoveries are not 
quite ſatisfactory, (but in chronic caſes eſpecially) 
wait till I can acquire a more certain Knowledge 
of the Illneſs, and to give no other, nor no more 
Medicines, than what I really think will be ſer- 
viceable, and are abſolutely wanted; and never 
prolong an illneſs, but to haſten a cure as faſt as 
is conſiſtent with ſafety: And as ſoon as I think 
my Patient out of Danger, I then abate in my 
Doſes, and make it up by proper directions of 


Diet, Ec. And when I am convinc'd in my own 


Mind, (as in ſome Caſes) no relief is to be had, I 
give no Medicines at all, ard don't amuſe them 
with falſe hopes, only to pick their Pockets; and 
where there are ſome reaſons to hope a few Medi- 
cines may be helpful, after I have try'd thoſe 
Medicines, and find no benefit; neither do I know 
any other, I have greater reaſon to believe will 
ſucceed; J always tell them fo, and decline giving 
any; and not as fome Perſons, whom I have known 
to load their Patients with great Quantities, ſeveral 
Days; nay Weeks and Months, to the laſt Mo- 
ment of their Lives, when there has been no poſſi- 


bility of being beneficial, only to themſelves, 


which Practice 1 look upon to be cruel, and unjuſt, 
and that Man who acts with Judgment and Juſtice, 
in my humble Opinion, is to be prefer'd to him 
who has only his own Intereſt in View, which is 
chiefly ſupported by flattery and deceit : Yet in 
general that Man meets with the moſt Encourage- 
ment and Fayour, whoſe talent excells in pleaſing 

the 
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the Tempers of his Fatients, more than in curing 
their Diſtempers; and by my rctutng io give 
Medicines, when | was convinc'd the could be of 
no uſe to my Patients, „ have ooatly futfer d. If 
Perſons would act accord i: z u the Rules J have 
related, the Queition, why the e, might 
be put ro many? But by ſuci a Practice, attended 
with ſo much cruelty and oppicflion, with to many 
unfortunate incidents of Life and a numerous Fa- 
mily, atque tal; Uxore Hyrannica, who can be 
rich? 

Had I been poſſeſs'd of a large Fortune of my 
own, or got one with my Wife, and ſpent it in 
Whoring, Gaming Cc? Had I been negligent, or 
extravagant, and thereby reduc'd myſelf, or had 
1 had a proper time allow'd by thoſe who firfl 
ſhew'd me favours, or had | been aſſiſted with 
Money, to have paid for thoſe purchaſes I had upon 
credit, at great ditadvantages, I believe 1 ſhould 
have flood my Ground, as well as fome others, and 
eicap'd many hardſhips and difficulties I have ſuf- 
fer d? Was I to rehearte ſome particulars with their 
aggravating Circumſtances, which prudence and 
charity forbid me, who would be ſurpris'd at my 
Poverty, and unmov'd at my Diſtreſs? But the 
unprejudic'd Reader, from what I have ſaid, will 
be convinc'd that the whole of my Life, from my 
Birth to this Day, has been one contina'd Chain of 
Afflictions. 

How often have I been tantaliz d with the vain 
Hopes of Succets, and as often by ſome unforetccen 
cruel events, have I been diſappointed of my Hopes, 
and ſuddenly brought into the utmoſt Diſtreſs! and 
had 1 not, in the many viciſſitudes of Life, been 


providentially aſſiſted by ſome good and charitable 
Perſons, 


— 


_— OP 


of STMON-MASON. 171 


Perſons, I could not alternately have ſuffer'd theſe . 
various Events of Fortune; and altho', the Friend- 
ſhips I have ſo frequently met with, have in ſome 
degree alleviated my Diſtreſſes, they ſeem'd by 
their ſubſequents, as if deſign'd to put me into a 
condition only of ſuffering more. 

Thus as a long ſeries of ſome good, but much 
the greater Share of bad Fortune, attended all my 
endeavours, and wore-out the beſt of my time in 
Mitery and Diſtreſs; Ned after ail theſe ſufferings 
I have undergone, to be now deſtitute of the com- 
mon ſupports and comforts of Life, and not only 
10 diitrels'd, but daily reproach'd and inſulted by 
thoſe who have not ſenſe enough to be civil, nor 
compaſſion enough to be humane! 

Niay theſe melancholy Conſiderations, With the 
many cruel Diſappointments of my honeſt and aſſiduous 
Fndeavours, move the pity of the Good and Great, 
and may they be aſſur'd that all the moſt preſſing 
diſtreſſes of my Life, never could force me to take 
any dithoneſt, illegal meaſures to extricate myſelf; 
and I never ceceiv'd any of thoſe who firſt ſhew'd 
me favour, but told them the worſt of my Cir- 
cumſtances, and I have often refus'd credit, when 
ofter'd me, fearing I ſhould not be able to make 
a juſt Satisfaction. | 

Beſides the many Cruelties and Hardſhips I have 
met with, I have been often blam'd for faults I 
ne ver was guilty of; ſome have reproach'd me 
with being a bad Husband and Father, with hav- 
ing ſpent that little I got, and ſtarv'd my Family. 
But how often, (when I could get nothing by Bu- 
ſineſs or Friends) being ſenſibly touch'd and moſt 
gricyouſly affected with the hungry Cries of my 
Children, have I ſtript the Coat off my _— 
anc 
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and ſent it to borrow Money upon, to buy them 
Bread! How many, that have done it for me, can 
bear witneſs of what I fay ! and at the fame Time 
I have been inſulted and villified for it, by ſuch 
as ought moſt thankfully to have regarded my 
Compaſſion to them. 

How often have I been aſpers'd, for being a 
Drunkard ! I appeal to the Gentlemen, and Neigh- 
bours who are daily converſant with me, if ever, 
Night, or Day, they have ſent for me, they have 
found me in Liquor, or at any other time, have 
ſeen me ſo; and who have often told me, that before 
they knew me, what a Drunkard I was repre- 
ſented to be, which had hindred many from em- 


ploying me; and Some have maliciouſly reported, to 


hinder my Buſineſs, that I was very extravagant in 
my Bills; when I can prove, I have not had for 
theſe five Years paſt, four Bills exceeding forty 
Shillings, where I have attended, for Journeys, and 

ve Medictnes, for fix Weeks or two Months; 
nay, I have had very few demands that have ex- 
ceeded ten Shillings, but moſt under: A Perſon 
whom I lately cur'd of a Pleuriſy, who paid me 
about twelve Shillings for it, ſaid he had no fault to 
find with me, only that I did too little for Money; 
that is, I don't prolong a ſlight cold, and make it a 
bad Fe ver, and keep them in pain and miſery for a 
Month, but get them well in three or four Days or 
a Week, for which they really think I deſerve lit- 
tle or nothing. 

The other Day, a ſtory was induſtriouſly ſpread 
about the Country to my prejudice, which 1 ſhall 
relate: One George Mignall of Aſbley in Nor- 
thampon-ſfhire, ſent for me to his Wife, who was 
taken with a fit of the Palſey ; I bled her 8 
ply 
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plied five or ſix Bliſters, and gave her warm cordi- 
al ſtimulating Medicines, after ſome brisk purges ; 
and attended her every Day, continuing to give her 
ſuch Medicines as I thought proper for a Fortnight, 
in which time ſhe greatly recovered, and got down 
Stairs with her Family; I call'd one Day to ice her, 
and as ſhe was a verygroſs Woman, and this paralytic 
Diſorder proceeded from a ſtrong Scurvy, which 
 aiterwards was rheumatic, and finding upon her 
Recovery, by cating and drinking too freely, ſhe 
was a little feveriſh, I thought proper to bleed 
her, and at the ſame Time tent her ſome active, 
purging Medicines, directly to take after bleeding, 
to prevent any injury which might ariſe from re- 
vulſing that matter, which might again by fixing, 
return the complaint. Theſe purges they neglec- 
ted giving, and her Palſey return'd; the matter 
offer d once to collect in her Arm, but did not, 
ſhe grew worſe and in about a fortnight dy'd. 

After attending her two or three Days, finding no 
hopes of her Recovery, I told her Husband ſhe 
would inevitably die; I ſhould give her no more 
Medicines, for it was out of the Power of any 
Man to help her, and it would be only picking 
his Pocket; and ſo took my leave. 

In this Caſe, as in many more 1 ſuffer'd, for they 
immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger with her Urine, 
to a noted piſs Doctor, who was Conjurer enough 
to fay, ſhe had no Palſey, and he'd toon recover 
her. I think he ſent as many infailivies (with 
which ſhe dy'd) at once, as came to halt my De- 
mand, for blecding, blifters, mcdicines and Jour- 
neys, for better than a Month; for my whole De- 


mand did not amount to twenty Shillings ; and in 
P order 
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order to prejudice me in my Practice, it was mali- 
ciouſly reported by tome Perſons, that I took 
five Pounds of the Man, and did his Wife no 
ſervice, nay, I did not ſo much as know her ill- 
neſs; many inſtances of this kind 1 could produce, 
but am now drawing to a concluſion. 

When wicked malicious Perſons intend to pre- 
judice a Man, whoſe Bread depends upon his Re- 
putation, they either call him Rogue or Fool ; the 
firſt, I have been often call'd, but never prov'd 
ſo; and thoſe, who did not care to prove me a 
Fool, would have the World think I was a Sot, 
and unfit to be truſted in my Buſineſs; and when 
that would not do, then I was repreſented as an 
extravagant, dear Man, while others would fay I 
had no Medicines. 

A certain Neighbour, a Man of excellent parts, 
and great ſagacity, who calls himſelf Apothecary, 
Surgeon, Rum and Brandy-Merchant; I don't 
know whether he ſells Cyder, fine Ale, or London 
Porter, I know he has them all, who has been at 
the Bottom of all the foul play I have receiv'd in 
the Country, was the other Day in company with 
a good ſenſible Tradeſman in //arborough, which 


Tradeſman, was ſpeaking to this Haberdaſher of 


imall-Wares, in a Kind manner about me, who 
made Anſwer; yes, Major; is an ingenious Man, 
but he is poor; he has nothing but his Lancet to 
truſt to, he has no Medicines; no Medicines! re- 
ply'd my Friend; for God's fake, what does he 
cure People with? for this I know, he has more 

tucceſs than all the Apothecarics in the Country. 
My fate, ture of all Men, is moſt hard; ſome 
haye been encouraged for underſtanding their Bu- 
| ſineſs; 
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ſineſs; but thoſe few Abilities, which ſome have 
been pleas'd to allow me, have raifed a ſealou- 
ſy among others of the phyſical Tribe, who have 
taken all pains to do me hurt: But now I hope it 
appears, that I am neither Rogue, Fool, Drunk- 
ard, nor extravagant; but am very capable of be- 
ing uſcful in my Profeſſion, and could 1 wipe oft 
that hateful odium of Poverty, 1 ſhou'd have as 
few faults as others. 

To conclude, my ſufferings have been ſuch, as no 
Man befides myſelt ever underwent; for there is no 
Man, but furely, faw fome happy Days in thirty 
Years : Befides, 1 ſuffer, and have all along ſuffer'd, 
for what others would have got encouragement; I 
ſuffer for underſtanding my Buſineis, and being di- 
ligent, and honeſt, (as I hope this whole Relation 
will prove.) 

Therefore may I, after ſo many fruitlets hopes, 
indulge one hope more; which is, that this narrative 
of my Life, and PraQtice, may fall into the Hands 
of ſome good and great, whoſe charity may incline 
them to compaſſionate a Man, who is both ablc, 
and willing, to be uſeful to his fellow Creatures, and 
make a comfortable provifion for himſelf and Fami- 
ly, and do juſtice to all the World, and not conti- 


nue ſtarving in obſcurity: Since that good God, who 


knows what is beſt for us all, hath bleſt me with a 
good Conſtitution, a great ſhare of health, with 
laſting Spirits, ſupported by the Promiſes in Scrip- 
ture; that I ſhall not be affiiied more than I 
am able to bear, but that 1 ſhall either be ſup- 
ported under my Afflictions, or delivered out of 
them: This Confidence hath greatly enabled me 
to bear up againſt iuch troubles and diſtreſſes, 
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as would have broke the Hearts of ten-Thou- 
land. | 
If I have the leaſt claim to encouragement, from 
my few abilities in my Profeſſion, or it my preſ- 
ſing Diſtreſſes, may move the Compaſſion of the 
well diſpos'd, whereby I may be enabled to pro- 
ſecute the Buſineſs I profeſs; or ſhould ſome Gen- 
tleman, who has a numerous Family in a Coun- 
fry diſtant from Advice, think I ſhould be uſeful 
in my own Sphere, and helpful in any other, I 
would gladly uſe my utmoſt endeavours to be of 
ſervice, and could have undeniable Teſtimonials 
and Security, if I was but free'd from a Corner, as 
is my preſent fate; then all J have tuffer'd wou'd 
ſcem as nothing; but if J muſt ſtill continue in mi- 
ſery and Diſtreſs, as tLrough much tribulation a 
Man muſt enter into the Kgngdom of Heaven; Since 
I have nat receiv'd much conſolation in this 
World, may I receive it in that World, where 
it will not be in the Fower of any to take it 
from me, 

As I hope and expect the mercies of a good 
God, who for wiſe ends thought fit, perhaps 
for my correction, and probation, thus to afflict me; 
I do with unfeigned Sincerity, moſt heartily thank 
all, who are, and have been friendly to me; and I 
do with the ſame Sincerity, forgive all who have 
any ways injur'd or diſtreſs'd me; and I alſo ask 
forgiveneſs of thoſe, whom I have in any degree 
injur'd, and hope as I forgive thoſe who have 
done mc any ill, and thoſe to whom I have 
unknowingly done any, will likewite forgive me. 
May the great God, who knows the Secrets of 
all Hearts, pardon and forgive us all, and _ 
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the concluſion of this miſerable Life, receive us 
into that laſting Kingdom of Bliſs, whoſe unin- 
terrupted Joys will never end. 
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Now in the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be publiſb d, 
Dy 8UBSCRIPfTfIQN 


Some practical Obſervations 1n 
A WY. S 1-C:S 


I EREIN is exhibited the Atiolagy, or 
| the Riſe and Nature of the moſt prevalent 
Diſtempers, with a plain, rational and conciſe 
Method of treating them; ſetting forth the bad 
Conſequences, ariſing from the improper Appli- 
cation of ſuch, who often take Symptoms for 
real Canſes, and as often (by oppoſing Nature 
when ſhe's endeavouring her own Relief) make 
trifling Diſorders, obſtinate, if not fatal Diſ- 
eaſes. With a new Hypotheſis, concerning the 
Cure of Apoplexies and Palſies; and of many. 
nervous Complaints, as alſo the Gout, 


 Humbly Dedicated to that mot Eminent 
Phyſician, DR. PETER SHA, 


By SIMON MASON. 


To which are annex'd, Rules and Directions, how 
to preſerve good Health, ad long Lite; adapted 
to all Capacities. 
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